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Deng Xiaoping • Architect in tyranny 


By Ma 

Spccia 


gie Janies 

to iho Star 


LONDON — There is deep dis¬ 
content among the Chinese peo¬ 
ple - political and economic dis¬ 
content - and in some areas 
ethnic unrest. Communism Chi- 
ncsc-style is as entrenched as 
ever in central government con¬ 
trol by the hard-line regime in 

E owcr. The regime claims to be 
cen on 'reform, 1 but no great 
changes in policy ore apparent 
and when Prime Minister Li 
Peng defines reform as "the so¬ 
cialist system's self- 
improvement and self- 
development, designed to dem¬ 
onstrate the superiority of the so¬ 
cialist system, the government’s 
intransigence is clearly under¬ 
lined. 

One of China's ’old-guard 1 who 
is in favour of muking the Chi¬ 
nese government more open nnd 
democratic - although still far 
from a western-style democracy 
- is Deng Xiaoping. Now offi¬ 
cially retired from the Chinese 
leadership, resigning from his 
last post as chairman of the Cen¬ 
tral Military Commission in No¬ 
vember 19K9, Deng retains im¬ 
mense prestige ns China's senior 
statesman. 

The lute David Bonavia's biogra¬ 
phy, "Deng. 1 ’ published by Long¬ 
man Books, is essentially the 
story of China's political devel¬ 
opment in the twentieth century. 
Bonavia, a political corrcsjion- 
deni and author, describes the 
veteran Deng Xiaoping as a 
walking history of the (Commu¬ 
nist) Party, from its beginnings 
among a leftist group of Chinese 
intellectuals in France during the 
early 1920s, through guerrilla 
commands in China, political 
controversies, purges, and mili¬ 
tary victories. 

"By sheer determination he 
pulled China back from the often 
disastrous policies of the late 
Chairman Mao Zedong, expelled 
Mao's closest supporters from 
their posts, and instituted a rela¬ 
tively modem stale, in which the 
cult of personality was eschewed 
and a form of limited glasnost 
put in its place lo aid economic 
and political reform,“ comments 
the author. 

Admitted to the Communist Par¬ 
ly's Central Committee in 1927 
at the age of only 23, Deng was 
later entrusted with the editor¬ 
ship of the Red Army's political 
journal "Red Star". He also 
proved himself to be a capable 
military leader during the Chi¬ 
nese Civil War of the late 1940s. 
Not afraid to criticise the Party, 
he suffered political disgrace in 
the early 1930s. Later, he experi¬ 
enced political exile again in 
1967, l§76 and 1977. 

This included a two-year period 
in solitary confinement during 
the Cultural Revolution. Al¬ 
though he had been a close 
friend of Mao, instigator of the 
Cultural Revolution, he was still 
not immune to political censure 
during a decade (1966-1976) 
when no one was allowed to en¬ 
tertain 'neutral 1 political views. 
"The Communists had a way of 
demoting or marking down for 


moved sideways to different 
types of work, presumably to cut 
them off from any useful politi¬ 
cal ties and alliances they might 
have initiated in their previous 
post. The same musical-chairs 
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tradition has lasted into the 
1980sobserves the author. 

In 1954 Deng became secretary- 


general of the Communist Party 
- a post that gave him real power 
aL national level - and in 1955 he 
was appointed to the Politburo. 


BOOK 

REVIEW 


Although out of favour during 
the Cultural Revolution, directly 
after Mao Zedong's death in 
1976, Deng Xiaoping returned to 
power and in (978 became the 
country's leader. 

Despite the fact that Deng 
sought to create an orderly ana 
democratic society ruled in the 


interests of the people, Bonavia 
says the Party has serious inter¬ 
nal problems that are mainly re¬ 
lated to generation gaps. And the 
system needs drastic change. "It 
is unthinkable that a candidate at 
a Chinese election should cam¬ 
paign at all, much less on a plat¬ 
form that defies Party policy or 
suggests kicking the Party out of 

E ower. He would not only lose 
is candidacy, but would also go 
to jail. As tor elections to the 
Party itself, these are treated as 
internal Party affairs into which 
no-one else is entitled to en¬ 
quire, M observes Bonavia. 

The only unpragmatic element 
of Dent’s thinking, in the au¬ 
thor's view, has bee n his contin¬ 
ued insistence on the absolute 
necessity of socialism. "This," 
he says, "ignores the fact that the 
greatest success stories in the de¬ 


velopment of East Asian m 
tries m the period since Wort) 
War II are Japan, South Kora 

Taiwan, Hong Kong, and SinS 

pore, ail of which absolutely!!, 
jeet socialism." 

Deng has shown his resilience b 
surviving the ups and downs Us 
characterise Chinese politics a $ 
Bonavia concludes twit in hist 
ry he may well bo down as i 
greater man that Mao. "As a to- 
oluLionary, he may lack Mtfi 
extraordinarily charismatic & 
feel, but over the long term wil 
probably be seen to have hit 
more than he destroyed, wherw 
it can be argued that Mao fc 
strayed more than he build. Mb 
was the demolition expert, (m 
Deng is the architect" 


Deng. David Bonavia. 1 
man Books. £19.95. Hardl 
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Jordan to participate in ILO meeting 


AMMAN (Star) — The annual 
International Labour Organisa¬ 
tion (ILO) meeting will convene 
in Geneva on 6 June with the 
participation of Arab and foreign 
countries in addition to a number 
international labour organisa¬ 
tions. 

Jordan's delegation headed by 
Minister of Labour Dr Qassim 
Obcidai will leave Amman on 
Saturday. 

The delegation includes Dr 
Mahdi A1 Farfian, director gener¬ 
al of Social Security Corp. 
(SSC), Mr Saleh Tarawneh and 
Dr Mansour Otoum from the 
Ministry of Labour, and repre¬ 
sentative of Jordnnian labour un¬ 
ions; Mr Mohammad Samih, the 
Labour General Assembly. Ah¬ 


mad Al Kliodari, general secre¬ 
tary of Public Services and Free 
Professions, Salem Hjazeen, 
president of Sanitary Works As¬ 
sociation. 

The delegation will include 
representative from the private 
sector; Mr Mohammad Asfour, 
Abdul Noor Habaybeh, Ali Da- 
jani, Amin Ai Hussein who will 
participate in the Arab Labour 
ministers meeting which will 
take place before the ILO meet¬ 
ing. 

Subjects to be discussed will 
include a report presented by the 
chairman of the board of direc¬ 
tors on pollution. Various other 
topics will also be discussed es¬ 
pecially the monetary status of 
ILO. 


Another report will discuss (he 
enforcement of international 
conventions and resolutions. The 
conference will also deal with 
topics concerning night shifts, 
health and safety in using chemi¬ 
cals at work and sanitary condi¬ 
tions to befollowed in restau¬ 
rants. 

The central committee will 
present its report on racial dis¬ 
crimination in South Africa. 

A special session will be held 
on the current situation of Arab 
workers in the occupied Arab 
territories. The South African 
leader Mr Nilson Mandella will 
be invited to attend the special 
meeting which will discuss the 
report on the racial discrimina¬ 
tion in his country. 


Euro-Arab dialogue 
to be held in 
Jordan next year 

Amman (Star)-Amman will be 
the venue for the next Euro-Arab 
Cultural Symposium, which will 
take place in Lite First half of next 
year. The Star was told. 

EC Ambassador in Jordan Mr 
Christian Falkowski said the 
General Commission for Euro- 
Arab Dialogue will meet in Dub¬ 
lin, Ireland, between 7 and 8 
June to set the date and agenda 
of the symposium. 





THE SECRET OF GETTING AIR CARGO 
TO AND FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 

The secret of getting cargo to and from the Middle East quickly, efficiently and safely 
Is a question of dedication. 

That's why Royal Jordanian has cargo facilities at each one of Its destinations as well 
as staff experienced exclusively in the handling of cargo, be It perishables or general 
shipments. Our computerized system allows you to monitor where your cargo Is at any 
time en route to Its final destination. 

Add to that the ideal location of Amman, the center of the network and the heart of 
the Middle East, and you have a cargo service that 
really makes a difference. And that's no secret. ^ RDYALJORDANIAN 
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FOCUS 

ON PARLIMENT 

By Ahmad Al-Husban 


• Speaker of the Lower 
House Mr Suleiman Arar 
has received a letter from 
Fatah dissident leader 
Abu Musa, in which he 
praised the democratic 
process in Jordan. 

The letter emphasised 
keenness to maintain na¬ 
tional unity in Jordan as 
means to support the up¬ 
rising and confront Is- 
rael’s expansionist 
schemes. 

• A new Parliamentary 
grouping will be formed 
soon. Tt will be a substitute 
for the national democrat¬ 
ic bloc which has been dis¬ 
solved. 

The new grouping com¬ 
prises deputies who "re¬ 
ject regionalism and sec¬ 
tarianism," Deputy Salim 
Al-Zubi told The Star. 

• Deputy Bassam Hadda- 
din will soon open an in¬ 
formation office at Jebel 
Al Hussein and will issues 
periodical which has been 
licensed in Cyprus on tem¬ 
porary basLs until the gov¬ 
ernment issues licenses to 
publish new newspaper. 

• The Supreme Council 
entrusted with investigat¬ 
ing the cases of financial 
and administrative cor¬ 
ruption that were referred 
to the Attorney General 
by Parliament, have 
achieved considerable 
progress in its work. 

The Council, which is 
headed by the Speaker or 
the Upper House and spe¬ 
cialised in prosecuting 
ministers, lias met lw £f 
for discussions of constitu¬ 
tional provisions related 
to the trial of ministers, e- 
pccially Article 55 of 
Constitution which pro¬ 
vides for the trial ofm ni¬ 
ters before the Councillor 
crimes committed while 
they held their posts. 
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Summit resolutions: Firm, comprehensive 

BAGHDAD (Star)-Arab lead- lem nmi r ■ u • ^ ^■■wIV© 

■«s« 5 |, sa_aa|SaS s^irya 

^and threats to Jordan 

■— __l a 


J rt\r 


becc-and-adop_iedj» number or 
resolutions concerning the threat 
of Jewish immigration to the oc¬ 
cupied Arab territories, the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process, support¬ 
ing Jordan, the Palcsunian 
Intifada, Iraq and other resolu¬ 
tions. The final communique 
was read by Arab League Secre¬ 
tary General Mr Chadli Kleibi. 

The resolutions were seen as a 
triumph to the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO), which 
called for the summit, and also 
to Jordan and Iraq. Observers 
said the tone of the resolutions 
were firm in regard to Jewish 
immigration to Palestine and al¬ 
though none of the superpowers 
were condemned by name for fa¬ 
cilitating immigration, the sum¬ 
mit called for a special meeting 
of Arab foreign, economy and Fi¬ 
nance ministers within the com¬ 
ing two months to submit recom¬ 
mendations on how to deal with 
flow of immigrants, to the ordi¬ 
nary summit meeting which will 
be held in Cairo in November. 

Also the summit responded to 
His Majesty King Hussein's ap¬ 
peal for support and decided Lo 
provide assistance to Jordan 
while considering its national se¬ 
curity as part of the national se¬ 
curity of the Arab nation. 

The Arab countries declared 
their steadfastness with Iraq in 
its efforts to protect itself and 
possess technological know¬ 
how. The summit also reiterated 
its commitment to the Joint De¬ 
fence Pact and the Arab 
League's Charter. 

Following are highlights from 
the final communique: 

On the Palestinian question 

.The summit reiterated the right 
of the Palestinian people to liber¬ 
ating their occupied land and es¬ 
tablishing an independent slate 
on its national soil with Jerusa¬ 
lem as its capital under the lead¬ 
ership of the PLO. It also called 
for providing all kind of material 
and political support to the Pal¬ 
estinian Intifada. It condemned 
the Jewish immigration as a vio¬ 
lation of Palestinian national 
r ‘ghts, and warned of Israel's set¬ 
tlement activities and its ambi- 
uon of creating a greater Israel, 
u called on countries directly in¬ 
volved to put an end to the Israe- • 
. uesrgn and to safeguard Pales- 
Uman rights including the right 
•J return according to United 
Nations resolutions. 

TTie summit called for "re¬ 
evaluating" relations with coun¬ 
ties m the light of their response 
to Jewish immigration and na¬ 
tional Palestinian rights. It called 
upon the United Nations to as- 
,ts responsibility towards 
uie Palestinians and to form in- 
A^honal supervirion and io is- 
force it^ ^ ecur ^ ly Council to en- 

The statement said that the US 
sh,u^ 1CaUy .responsible for this 
DnS° n ? s 11 ? s the country that..: 
Provides Israel with military, fi- 

suromit praised Paleslini- i 
and Arab peace initiatives arid' '} 
■Spw-.te-call ftir.the tort-oi 
(JJJJS of the international ^eace. 

ibepattlcipatioii X* 

Mnc ^: in ^ 

^Tbe- sumnilt condemned the."V 


part ot tine stare oij nwauiie. u 
said Arab countries will take po¬ 
litical and economic measures 
against any country which recog¬ 
nises Jerusalem as capital of Is¬ 
rael. 

Arab leaders expressed their 
concern over threats and hostile 
campaigns against Iraq in addi¬ 
tion to attempts to force scientif¬ 
ic and technical sanctions 
against it. The communique reit¬ 
erated Arab commitment to the 
Arab League Charier and the 
Joint Defence Treaty. It ex¬ 
pressed its support for Iraq's ef¬ 
forts to safeguard its security and 
to have access to scientific 
means to develop itself. 

Jordan 

As to Jordan the summit 
praised Jordan's steadfastness on 


Wlliui d 1C i-uilaiuvi v\j tu. .. - 

to the Arab nation. It said com¬ 
mitment to Jordan's national se¬ 
curity is indivisible from com¬ 
mitments to Arab national 
security. The conference de¬ 
clared its support to Jordan's 
steadfastness as it is a front base 
for the Arab nation. The summit 
decided to extend support to Jor¬ 
dan through bilateral consulta¬ 
tions. 

Iraq-Iran 

The summit praised Iraq's lat¬ 
est peace initiatives and called 
for enforcing UN Security Coun¬ 
cil resolution 598 and the imme¬ 
diate exchange of prisoners of 
war. It also called for peace ne¬ 
gotiations that will guarantee 
Iraq's sovereignty over its land 
and its historical rights to Shall 


AI Arab waterway. It also called 
for guarantees lo the security of 
Jhe Gulf region and to safeguard¬ 
ing m;iritimc activities. 

Lebanon 


The summit reviewed a report 
by the Arab High Committee on 
Lebanon and expressed sorrow 
for events on Lebanon and its re¬ 
gret for the obstacles that hinder 
the peace process in Lebanon. 
The Taif Agreement is the suita¬ 
ble framework to fulfilling Leba¬ 
nese interests. The conference 
called on the international com¬ 
munity lo work for the applica¬ 
tion of UN resolutions on Leba¬ 
non especially those concerned 
with Israel's withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. 

Technology transfer and 
Disarr-iment 

The summit said the Arabs 
have an inalienable right to have 
access to modem technology. It 
called for taking appropriate 
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measures against any party tha 
prevents the transfer of tcchnol 
ogy lo any Arab slate. An 
while the Arab countries call fc 
the removal of destructive wcap 
ons from the region, they assei 
that this can only be done as pai 
— kxuaaiiio-. cnillpmftC 
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to conflicts in the region. 

The summit requested Ara 1 
foreign minister to compiet 
amendments to the Ara 
League's Charter to be presente 
to Arab leaders during thei. 
summit in Cairo in Novcmbe' 
til is year. 

The leaders also decided th:' 
on ordinary summit should b, 
held regularly in November evcj 
ry year in order to follow up o 
current issues in addition to ex 
traordinary summits. , 

The summit also called o 
Arab foreign affairs, finance an' 
economics ministers to med 
within the coming two month 
to study the Jewish immigralio 
and to submit suggestions t 1 
Arab leaders in their Novcmbt 
summit in Cairo. 
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ATM 


SERVICES ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT OUR 

MUHAJEREEN OFFICE 

you can conduct the following 
banking operations by using the ATM Card 
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• Draw cash up to JD 400 from 
your account. 

• Deposit (cash or cheque) in 
any of your aocounts or the 
. account of another parson. 

• Demand to know the balance 
of your deposits and obtain a 
summarised account state¬ 
ment. , 

• Demand a . detailed account 
statement. ■■■•..■ 

Pay electricity bills by debiting . 
: your account. . ,. 

• Direct 1 transfer of deposits f 
' ,‘from yburaccount to others In 

i, : any.: of .■ the . Arab. Bank' 
'branches In Jordan. 
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The ATM service is now available al ihe 
fallowing brandies; 

• Marka , . . ... 

• Abdali ; 

e JabaL Hussain , ,. , , ; 

e Fifth Circle ; ~~ 

• Bayader Wadi Seer ■ ' 

e Shmeisani . 

King Faisal Street • -." .: 

• JOrdanlnierconlinentar Hotel 

• Ashrafieh. 

> Jubeiha . ' .T 

Gardens’ ;• - : ; r~ 

■Zarqa 

irbid-: Lx-,.::- {•: .' 0 ;. 


R0que?l a cheque book:.^ /' l - 
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Not much hope for Jordan's forgotten city 1 


Jordan r s second larg- 

orf ! - * 

vol viLj) ^L'l qa, is UC- 

leagured with urban 
problems. Already its 
streets are over¬ 
crowded, its air and 
water polluted and its 
youth unemployed 
and frustrated. The 
Islamists now control 
9 out of the the 10- 
seat Municipal Coun¬ 
cil. While the mayor's 
eyes are set on the fu¬ 
ture, Zerqa's inhabi¬ 
tants point to their 
city’s immediate and 
dire needs. 

My u Siar Staff Writer 

ZERQA—In more than one as¬ 
pect. and in the words of many 
of its residents, Zcrqa is the for¬ 
gotten city of Jordan. Though 
the second largest city in the 
country, and home to many of its 
industries and a considerable 
percentage of its labour force, 
Zcrqa, many of its inhabitants 
agree, has always been low in 
the authorities' list of priorities. 

Accordingly, the city grew 
haphazardly with little or no 
planning to regulate its expan¬ 
sion. And as lime passed, it be¬ 
came so large it was almost 
"impossible" to rc-organisc it in 
light of the available finances 
and resources. 


But whether the 
cilv. whrwi nnnu- 
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lation is cslimuted 
aL 500,000, devel¬ 
oped into its cur¬ 
rent stale due to 
the lack of gov¬ 
ernment attention, 
or to the composi¬ 
tion of its popula¬ 
tion—mostly low 
and middle class 
citizens who 
didn't give much 
attention to mu¬ 
nicipality regula¬ 
tions as some of 
its residents 
argue—the fact 

remains that Zcr- 
qa is tagging be- The streets 
hind. 

Apart from 

King Hussein Street which 
crosses the city's centre, and the 
other roads that lead (o it. Zcrqa 
road network is in poor condi¬ 
tion and has long been unmain- 
uiincd. 

The roads arc full of ditches, 
their coats of asphalt arc mostly 
used up. Ami while they arc dir¬ 
ty and dusty in summer, they 
"become muddy in winter and 
large sections of them ore flood¬ 
ed with water," says Husam 
Naycf, a 30-year-old physician 
who was bom in Zerqa. 

The city's residents arc also de¬ 
prived of major entertainment fa¬ 
cilities and venues for cultural, 
social, or recreational activities. 
Consequently, the narrow streets 
and crowded alleys have become 
the playgrounds of the city's 
children while the market place 
is die usual gathering spot of its 


neglect- number of city residents inter- 
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The streets ofZerqa: A sign of the city's urban decay 


youngsters. 

"The availability of a number 
of cinema and coffee houses 
doesn't make the situation better 
because they are threats to health 
rather than being places of enter¬ 
tainment," says Dr Hussom. 

Even the Governor of Zcrqa 
Mr Mohammad Hussein Al- 
Shouhaki admits that the cinema 
houses do not meet the standaids 
set by the Ministry of Health and 
other concerned authorities, but 
nothing will be done to improve 
them at the time being as "the 
Govemorate is still studying 
their situation." 

However, these cinemas attract 
large audiences, mostly teenag¬ 
ers. "And this," says Dr Hussam, 
"is not surprising because they 
show low rate films, sometimes 
even pornography." 

The situation is not any better 
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mg their stud¬ 
ies and pick¬ 
ing up bad 
habits , but 
this is noL the 
case for all 
the people 
you see here," 
says Mo¬ 
hammed. 

He says he 
meets his 
friends at the 
coffee house- 
for the lack of 
alternatives. 

They kill 
(he hours 
playing cords, 
decay but they also 

" discuss our 
situation, pol¬ 
itics, and other topics of interest 
to us." 

Mohammed says he wouldn't 
have chosen to spend so much 
time in this unhealthy environ¬ 
ment had he had a choice, "but 
remember that in Zerqa this is 
(referring to the coffee house) all 
about you have." 

According to Mohammad, 
who has a BA in public adminis¬ 
tration, Zerqa is more of a huge 
living quarters than a city. 
"Zerqa has nothing of the basics 
that any city should have — no 
infrastructure, no organisation, 
no decent dubs and even the 
sewage network is not yet fin¬ 
ished and the tap water is un¬ 
drinkable," he says. His four 
friends sharing his table smile 
and nod their heads in agree¬ 
ment. "Add to that a desert 


viewed by this reporter. 

The city's new Islamist Mayor 
Mr Yasser A1 Omari, agrees that 
such feelings played a role in 
discouraging people from cast¬ 
ing their voles but says the pro¬ 
cedure of voting was the main 
reason why the majority of the 
city's resilient restrained from 
voting. He says the procedures 
were complicated and members 
of one family had to vole in dif¬ 
ferent polling stations, thus mak¬ 
ing the process very hard. 

"We arc aware of the size of 
problems in Zcrqa, bul there is 
no achievement with despair," 
says A1 Omari, a bearded 
mosque preacher who also teach¬ 
es Islamic "Sharia” at Zerqa's Is¬ 
lamic Cultural Centre (ICC). 

He says that his bloc, of which 
four are members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, consider ihem- 
selves as "soldiers devoted to the 
service of Zerqa." 

However, some inhabitants of 
Zcrqa fear that the new Munici¬ 
pal Council will concentrate on 
religious matters at the expense 
of the city's needs and the free¬ 
dom of other groups there. 

"What will happen now is that 
the new Council will try to build 
more mosques, shut down alco¬ 
hol stores, and ask women io 
wear the veil while the streets 
will remain crowded," says a 
Zcrqa resident. 

"There arc no reasons for such 
fears,” confirms the calm and 
soft-spoken middle-aged Al 
Omari silling in his office at the 
ICC, and wearing Ihc Muslim- 
style white "thoub". 

"The Municipal Council is not 
a centre for preaching, though 


The situation is not any belter weather and dust,” says one of 'The Municipal Council is not 
at one of Zerqa's coffee houses Mohammed's companions. a centre for preaching, though 

which occupies Uie second floor While Dr Hussam agrees with there is nothing wrong with see- 
of an old building overlooking Mohammad's views of the city, ing the light of Islam shining 

ihe market place from one end Abu Naim, who has owned a from the Municipality," he says, 

and a Palestinian refugee camp small grocery in the city for "Besides, building mosques is 

from the other. The place is usu- more dian 20 years, sees things the responsibility of the Ministry 

afly packed with cigarette and differently. "I think it is quite of Awqaf though the Council 

hubble-bubble smoke filling the nice here. I know everybody and will help when it can. The more 

congested air, everybody knows me, and things mosques Lhcrc arc, the more so- 

But while the clients of cinema will be better when the new Mu- curity there will be for the ciu- 

nouscs are restricted to one age nicipal Council resumes work," zens" 

group, this coffee house attracts he says. Also, hc sa ySt j t is not the Mu- 

people from various walks ofiife Abu Naim is one of Zerqa's mcfoaliiy which licenses alcohol 

the SinSS JJS ,W; **“ old ' Wicv ® die recent- stores and it is not the Munici- 

!he illiterate. ly-electcd Municipal Council, paliiy that closes them, though it 

lareehall wh™ in , lhe W M, ch P^^^lly Islamist, will like to see them closed, 

we na?e iSn w!" 1 ^ wiU solve many of ^ cily < s The priority for the new Coun- 
are pale wooden tables and problems. C n accord inn to Mr Oman, is 

S'kliSn mo „. , 19 But ^ cit y' s first elections in re-organising the administrative 
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sdominantly Islamist, will like to see them closed, 
many of the city’s The priority for the new Coun¬ 
cil, according to Mr Oman, is 

ity's first elections in re-organising the administrative 
reeled only a third of body at the Municipality, 
the citys 63,000 (eligible voters The second task that iheccuu- 
ne-day extension by cil will undertake is modernising 
> r : . Zerqa's infrastructure plan in » . 

foith in the future of way that corresponds to 
i in the ability of any needs of the city. This, says a ■ . • 

council to solve Zer- Omari, includes re-organising » 
ous problems, were much as possible the commerce 
asons behind the low area, residential districts, w* 
voters, according to a streets. He says that the Muntf*, • 
pality, which suffers no df»j Mg 
, D a - _ ' den, will also build public faC „ 

n SALE ties, parks and libraries. 

JLX The city now has lyw? •: 
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EC head in Jordan says the community will triple aid to Med. Sea region 

Europe to remain open to local products after Single Marke 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - Jordanian business¬ 
men should reap tremendous 
benefits from developments in 
Western Europe and the emer¬ 
gence of Ihc Single Market in 
1992, according to Mr Christian 
Rlkowski, ambassador of the 
Commission of European Com¬ 
munities in Jordan. In an inter¬ 
view with The Star, Mr Falkow- 
jki said the terms of the co¬ 
operation agreement Jordan has 
with the European community 
(EC) will not change after 1992. 
Under the agreement, Jordanian- 
made products enjoy duty free 
access to European markets and 
local manufacturers have the 
same status "as if they were lo¬ 
cated in Europe." 

While Jordanian exports to Eu¬ 
ropean markets have started to 
pick up this year due to "positive 
changes in the Jordanian ccono- 
j my,” Mr Falkowski said there is 
a need for Jordanian business¬ 
men to identify possible markets 
in Europe and gear their produc¬ 
tion towards high-priced exports 
while maintaining competitive¬ 
ness and quality control. Be¬ 
tween 1988-89 Europe's exports 
to Jordan fell by 7 per cent while 
imports registered 15 per cent 
decrease. 

However, these figures cannot 
be taken at their face value be¬ 
cause of the drastic changes in 
the direction of the Jordanian 
economy during the last three 
sears coupled with local efforts 
to curb imports and encourage 
exports. 

I don't think Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen have a liquidity or Capi¬ 
tol problem," Mr Falkowski said, 
but they have to spend more 
time and money on attending 
trade fairs in Europe." He added 
that Jordan has been witnessing 
improved macro-economic con- 
muons while maintaining good 
product mix in terms of man¬ 
power, management and good 
government economic policy, tf' 
Mr Falkowski said that until 
^ttotly the Jordanian economy 
Jtosi favouring imports due to the 
mgn value or the local currency, 
“tit this has changed (with the 
wvaluauon of the dinar) and as 
rayons became more expensive, 
yfaciuren were pushed to 
delude the added value in the to- 
^ pro duction by importing raw 
and exporting finished 

*** co-operation agree- 
m J? ¥ back to 
irn« ,dc ? ufi « areas of mutu- 
■operation in t ra( j ei econom- 
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Similarly EC exports to coun¬ 
tries of tiie same region made a 
sizeable leap from registering 6 
per cent increase in 1987 
andl6.6 per cent in 1989. 

European imports range from 
agricultural produce to manufac¬ 
tured products, textiles and other 
goods. 

While most of Europe's invest¬ 
ment and trade links are with 
North African countries, the EC, 
through an investment partner 
programme, seeks to provide as¬ 
sistance to stimulate and support 
financial co-operation between 
European investors and non- 
European manufacturers. Jordan 
is being discovered by the Euro¬ 
peans, but it is also in competi¬ 
tion with other Mediterranean 
countries which export similar 
agricultural products, for exam- 



Mr Christian Falkowski 

pic, in Europe's markets. Still 
Jordan is getting into high quali¬ 
ty agricultural products such as 
cut flowers, asparagus and oth¬ 


ers. (see related story on page 9). 

Technical co-operation be¬ 
tween Jordan and EC has been 
covered by the Financial Proto¬ 
col. Since 1978 the EC has pro¬ 
vided Jordan with ECU 210 mil¬ 
lion (about JD 168 million) 
which was used mainly in the 
field of education. Of this 
amount one third was given as 
grams and the rest as loans by 
the European Investment Bank 
(E1B) with interests on loans 
subsidised by a grant from ihc 
commission. The Third Protocol 
signed with Jordan allocated 40 
per cent of funds to apriculture- 
and water, 26 per cent to indus¬ 
tries through crcdillincs extend¬ 
ed to the Industrial Development 
Dank (IDB), 10 per cent to infra¬ 
structure and 10 per cent to edu¬ 
cation. 

As to post 1992 EC policies 


towards flic Mediterranean re¬ 
gion, Mr Falkowski said that thc 
commission hod prepared a new 
policy which look into consider¬ 
ation the changing situation both 
in Europe and in the Mediterra¬ 
nean region." The commission 
has put more emphasis on reviv¬ 
ing domestic economics as well 
as on commercial co-opcration 
"in order to adjust our fuLure- 
support to specific require¬ 
ments." 

Recently the commission pro¬ 
posed that die EC's Council of 
Ministers triple budgetary re¬ 
serves for ihc Mediterranean re¬ 
gion for the period 1992-1996 
over the period between 1989- 
1991. It also suggested that the 
Fourth Protocol, which will start 
in November 1991 covering the 

Continued on page it 
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Features 


By Kathy Mclauchlan 

Special to The Star 

LONDON - How did the West 
view the East before the advent 
of modem technology? The sim¬ 
ple answer is that there isn't one 
defined view of the old Orient in 
evidence during the 19Ui centu- 

ry : 

That makes the subject even 
more exciting. Western artists 
approached the East from differ¬ 
ent backgrounds and with differ¬ 
ent aims; llicir interpretations 
differed according to whether 
they were English or French, ac¬ 
ademic, romantic or realistic 
painters, and whether their work 
was intended for exhibition or 
for illustrating a book. 

The- two countries most closely 
associated with die Near East in 
the 19th century, France and 
England, often rcprcvscntcd con- 
tmdicotry traditions: an imagina¬ 
tive or romantic vision of the 
East on the one hand, and, on die 
other, a seemingly insutiablc de¬ 
sire to give thorough and factual 
accounts of it. 

Delacroix and Ingres epitom¬ 
ised the French artists’ use of the 
Near East as a source of erotic 
and dramatic subject matter. In¬ 
gres, who never traveled to the 
East, depicted the Odalisque as 
the type of an ideal, yet voluptu¬ 
ous, beauty,, while Declacroix, 
both before and after his trip to 
Morocco in 1832, found in an 
exotic Oriental setting opportu¬ 
nities for vivid evocations of dy¬ 
namic, and often violent action. 

In both eases the Orient of¬ 
fered new scope Tor the artists’ 
imagination, and a chance to de¬ 
pict subjects which would have 
been unacceptable in a western 
context. 


Western views of the East 

Different European artists presented varied views of the Near East 
from the 19th century onwards, a time when technology was yet to 
spread the word and the image across the globe 



A portrayal of the excavation of the temple of Harnesses II at Abu Simbel by 
the French watercolourist Louis Linant (J799-1883). 


from such works were the vio¬ 
lent and erotic subjects treated 
by French Orientalists. 

The strange blend of factual 
detail and wishful thinking 
which emerged in French harem 
paintings made no inroads in 
England, where remote antiquity 
seems to have been the only 
proper setting for ihc nude. 

From the 1930s it became 



Flan din's watercolour rendition of the main square in Isfa- 
han t Iran J 


In England the imaginative 
treatment of the Orient manifest¬ 
ed itself most strongly in litera¬ 
ture, and in the art associated 
with that literature! "The Arabi¬ 
an Nights conjured up a fabulous 
world inhabited by genii, sul¬ 
tans, caliphs and princesses, pro¬ 
viding inspiration for writers and 
artists, particularly during the 
early part of the century, before 
travel in the Near East became 
relatively common practice. 

Tlic- imaginary vision of the 
East as a fairy (ale land recurred 
periodically in illustrations for 
works like George Meredith’s 
"The Shaving of SiiagiKii,' 1 an 
Arabian entertainment, and Is 
typified by Holman Hum’s "The 
Golden Prime of Haroun A1 Ras- 
chid," a watercolour made from 
his illustration for Tennyson’s 
recollection of the "Arabian 
Nights" (1857). Quite absent 
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type made by Bartlett. 

Though such watercolours 
tend to emphasise the pictu¬ 
resque qualities of a scene, with 
ragged cliffs and small, brightly 
dressed figures as staffage in the 
foreground, they were also re¬ 
garded as a form of information. 
In the introductions to his travel 
books, Bartlett stressed his de¬ 
sire to improve upon former top¬ 
ographical draughtsmen and 
give a fuller account of the plac¬ 
es he had visited than any previ¬ 
ous traveler. 

British artists traveling to the 
Near East commonly viewed 
their work in terms of a progres¬ 
sive 'scientific' exploration. One 
intriguing manifestation of this 
pursuit of facts was the attempt 
by a number of artist to give a 
concrete foundation to Scripture 
through the study of the 19th 
century Palestine. 

The drawings made by David 
Roberts during his tour of the 
Near East in 1838-9 were widely 
admired for their depiction of the 
sues of Biblical events. David 
Wilkie toured the Near East in 
184041 with the intention of us¬ 
ing his studies of its inhabitants 
as the groundwork for a new 
type of religious painting, in 

Uihirh Diklliinl __ T. . 


and their paintings enjoyed great 
popularity. The East was only 
one source of inspiration in the 
search for societies which were 
harmonious and timeless. 

Not surprisingly, many travel¬ 
ers complained bitterly about 
any signs of modernisation. 
They generally preferred, much 
like 20ih century tourist taking 
photographs, to censor out evi- 


an indolent lifestyle wbidj 
supposedly, quite unc |2 
“<= "f a 19th ceiuuyS? 
man. Even wilhouTifcX 
evidence, this is the i™!™? 

scntcdbyLcwisinfe#^ 
ours and paintings he 

after returning to Er^ 
td the Near East eight times I*. 

tween i856 and 1874,lewsi 

eluded painstaking details rf 
costume and architecture b 
paintings remarkable for fo, 
meticulously smooth mu 
surface. The invisible finish a 
careful detail imparted a m* 
lion of tire pictures' realismu 
Gerome’s contemporaries, By 
alongside his careful ediu> 
graphic studies are nunem 
more ambitious subject pain 
ings which focus on conscript 
prisoners, slaves and dancer 
girls. 

His careful representation cf 
the various peoples inhabij 
the Near East was often b 
framework for paintings it- 
signed to reinforce certain n> 
tions about the East. 

The harem nude, treated lij 
Gerome and many other Freort 
painters throughout the IN 
century, was undoubtedly 
among the most popular d 
Oriental subjects, somedse 
portrayed as ideally beautiful 
sometimes unashamedly erode- 
often both. 

Exolic and distant enough id 
evade any changes of indkea- 
cy, the harem, more than »j 
other subject, offered painters 
limitless scope for their inup 
nations, because they could nev¬ 
er witness it for themselves. 

While English artists upW 
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comparatively easy for artists to 
travel to the East, and the accu¬ 
rate depiction of its people, land¬ 
scape and monuments became «... journey io tngland Drevent- 

Iht preoccupation of a growing cd him from achieving this coal —y-- , , - .. h .heir orwi»» 

number of artists on both sides' Artists could illustrate Serin. ^■ eop 1 , P en1, of ^e region occa- accorded with c 

of the Channel. But this interest ture from the people they saw in sl0 JJ ally bulled in anachronism, preconceptions. _ ^ 

was most obsessive in England, the Near EasttecW if m M oS £ ***** who visited the the paintmgs they g ^ 
where an interest in little known widely believed that the region's IS? E ? st stayed for compara- affimed ^?jlft and end* 
regions of Europe and Asia inhabitants were unchMMd in SP* short penods,. Often trav- remote, *M*"k*L rid 

wayara sssasSr sxssr.*****- sh*«s« 
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Bartlett, were successful both as alicled iheir nemaJUn 1 pa f 
wmera and draughtsmen. While living in tiSSvuaSr& 

French Orientalism, was ossoefet- rope-- ™ parts of.Eu- 
*? pyecwhetalftgjy with large- and 


... v f«iuusi. uuen trav¬ 
el Ling enormous distances with¬ 
out slopping for any length of 
time in one place, they did not 
.nave much opportunity lb make 
a close study of the societies 
around them, Frederic ; Lewis: 

was among the exceptioni : 

S. ve ? m Gpiro as an Otto- 
man Turk between 1841 and; 
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A flair for 

By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

SAUDI ARABIAN bom clothe 
designer Yehya Al-Bishiri start¬ 
ed his artistic career ever since 
die age of 15 years. At first, he 
wrote poetry as a means of self- 
expression, but as he grew older, 
he found that his passion was 
fashion for design. 

Yehya's first experience with 
fashion design was in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia where he occasionally drew 
some sketches to a friend of his 
who owned an Italian boutique-. 
One of his sketches caught the 
attention of an Italian designer 
who offered Yehya $1,500 for it. 
This same buyer later convinced 
Yehya to go to Milano and see 
what was going on there in the 
fashion world. 

Eventually, Yehya, who was 
[hen writing for newspapers, de¬ 
cided to become a career fashion 
designer. And against the will of 
his family who strongly rejected 
ihe idea, he travelled to France 
and Italy where he started his 
professional training. Yehya's fa¬ 
ther did not help finance his son' 
education, and Yehya had to rely 
on his free-lance writings to cov¬ 
er his expenses in Milano and 
Paris, 

In Paris, Yehya learnt to de¬ 
sign, cut and sew clothes "but 
ftha I hated the most was the 
tuning pan," says the now thir- 
iy-year-old designer. During his 
years of trying to master the- art 
of fashion design, Yahya devel¬ 
op his own style. He tries to 
give his creations an Arabian 
aura while still retaining the Eu- 
|opejn cut. This is illustrated in 
' s “Sure hugging and above- 
length dresses on which arc 
embroidered rich patterns of the 

artistic heritage. 

On Lady Diana’s visit to Saudi 

JS? ,n l9 5 Yehya took the 
nitoiivc an d designed a dress 

ZlL* 6 knc * lhaL she never 
222 m y designs made by 
Purring to promoic 
3 nations, but 'being a 
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Yehya Al-Bishiri 

the unconventional 



Yehya Al-Bishiri 

for the young generation espe¬ 
cially evening wear. I am not 
conservative at all in my hem¬ 
lines, tor I like to show off the 
female body and not hide il." 
This side of his work is carried 


? u } l 1 b * s own fashion house in 
Jadch where he works from sev¬ 
en in the evening and II at 
night. 

For the future, yehya aims to 
expand his business. Two other 
boutiques carrying his name will 
be opened in Dubai and Doha 
and plans arc underway for his 
own perfume, which will be mar¬ 
keted in four years by a French 
company. 

As for his fashion shows, he 
has had many including one in 
Amman back in 1988 and his 
Inst show was in Paris in 1989. 
He will soon present his haute 
couture collccuon in Cairo and 
Dubni. The clothes will be based 
this time on the arabesque motif 
and Palestinian ”Kufiya’\ 

Ready wear is not a line Yehya 
would like to go into as models 
arc reproduced constantly. He 
would like to do men's designs 
in the future, but he finds it hard 



File photo ofAl- Blshri’sfasm 
in Amman in 1988. 

to do so at the present lime since 
most men in the Gulf area wear 
the traditional "Thouh." During 
this interview, Yahya was wear¬ 
ing a jacket anti dark brown 


blouse of his own 
design; die jacket 
was in beige with 
block geometric 
prints done in the 
various shades of 
brown and light 
blue. The effect is 
subtle and quite con¬ 
servative in style ex¬ 
cept that his unusual 
colour combination 
reflects his flair for 
the unconventional. 

Seventy per cent 
of Yehya's designs 
arc bund-made and 
the remaining 30 per 
cent arc machine- 
made. 

''You would have 
to be quite well off 
to afford a Yehya 
Al-Bishiri piece! He 
ion show slates that he unly 
deals with haute cou¬ 
ture, and so u dress is 
never reproduced;' 
says Yehya who was in Jordan 
on an invitation to appear on a 
television programme about 
Arab artists. 
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An 

estimated 
84 million 
women and 
girls have 
been forced 
to undergo 
some form 
of female 
circumcision, 
and this 
oppressive 
practice 
continues 
today 


tiumLi. 


The shame, misery of .female circumcision 


By Humid Kushwnn 

SjHicinl lo llic Slar 

SUDAN - Female circumcision 
i s one of ihc more harmful trudi- 
iions still practised in ninny parts 
of the developing world. The 
custom involves removing some 
of die external female genitalia, 
usually in a so-called "tradition¬ 
al’' ceremony, before the girl 
reaches puberty. But the practice 
is lviter described as genital mu- 
illation, with tragic cnnscqncnc- 
i - lor die victim. 

Bui female circumcision lias 
h en at the centre of debate in 
countries where it is widespread. 
Specifically attention lias Ivon 
Unused on the harmful effects 
llie practice produces on the 
hcalui of women and children. 
It's not usually realised that fe¬ 
male circumcision is a major 
public health problem, an im¬ 
mense burden on the strained 
health facilities of those coun¬ 
tries in which it is practised. 

Female circumcision is usually 
performed on girls when they are- 
seven or eight years old. al¬ 
though some African tribes per¬ 
form it on infants and oilier soci¬ 
eties on young adult women. It 


is usually performed by tradi¬ 
tional birth attendants, midwives 
or an elderly woman in the vil¬ 
lage with experience (but not 
any medical training). These 
women usually have no surgical 
skill and operate under poor hy¬ 
gienic conditions using un un- 
slcrilc knife or sometimes a 
sharpened stone, and no anaes¬ 
thetic. 

The severity of the unerntion is 
generally differentiated into four 
basic types. Type 1 is analogous 
to male circumcision and con¬ 
sists of anting die cliloral pre¬ 
puce circumferential to remove 
it. This is the least drastic type. 
Type 2 involves removing the 
glans clitoris or even the entire 
cliuiris: pan or even all the adja¬ 
cent tissues (the- labia minora). 
Tyjv 3, intibulation or "nharao- 
noie circumcision," involves re¬ 
moving not only the clitoris and 
adjacent tissues (labia minora), 
but the external labia as well; the 
raw edges or the wounds are 
then sewn together leaving only 
a tiny opening for urination and 
menstruation. Type 4, which is 
rarely practised, ls referred to as 
introcision and involves enlarg¬ 
ing the vaginal opening by 


cutting the perineum. 

Many medical complications, 
immediate and long-term, arise 
from this procedure. Bleeding is 
unavoidable since damage to the 
blood vessels is inevitable. 
Shock, both from loss of blood 
and pain (since the procedure is 
performed without anaesthetic) 
also occurs to some degree and 
in some eases can lead to death. 

Infection is a common compli¬ 
cation due to the unhygienic 
conditions in which the opera¬ 
tion is performed. Tctanucs and 
septicaemia (blood poisoning) 
also occur and can prove fatal. 
Urine retention occurs in virtual¬ 
ly every girl during the first few 
days after the procedure. Due- to 
pain, fear and swelling of the tis¬ 
sues, the girl is unable to urinate, 
resulting in additional pain for 
her and possible urinary tract in¬ 
fection. Damage to other tissues 
surrounding the genitalia may 
occur, including the urinary ca¬ 
nal, vagina, perineum or rectum. 

Long-term complications can 
cause suffering for many years. 
Hardening of the scars (keloids) 
can cause problems at the time 
of first intercourse or at delivery 1 . 
Cysts can develop os a result of 


external skin lxring sewn iolo the 
circumcision wound. These cysts 
can reach a huge size, requiring 
surgery to remove them, or they 
can become infected, forming 
abscesses. Menstrual problems 
occur often, including rimention 
of menstrual blood because the 
remaining opening after circum¬ 
cision is too small to allow ade¬ 
quate drainage. 

This inadequate drainage is 
also responsible for the accumu¬ 
lation of menstrual debris and 
urinary deposits in the vagina; 
these can worn "stones" in the 
vagina that cause tears (fislulae) 
in the tissue separating the vagi¬ 
na from the urinary tract and the 
bowel, resulting in leakage of 
urine and faeces which in turn 
creates many social problems for 
the women. Fistulac can also be 
the result of obstructed labour 
due to the vaginal opening hav¬ 
ing been nearly closed by the 
circumcision. 

Infertility may occur because 
sexual penetration is so difficult 
or because of pelvic inflammato¬ 
ry disease from chronic infec¬ 
tion. Sexual problems are com¬ 
mon in circumcised women, 
especially early in marriage, to 
the detriment of the marriage re¬ 
lationship. Finally many psycho¬ 
logical problems as a result of 
circumcision have been reported 
including anxiety, depression, 
neuroses and psychoses. 

The origin of female circumci¬ 
sion stretches far back in history 
and it has been practised in 
many parts of the world. Today, 
the practice services primarily in 
large areas of Africa among a 
variety of tribes. It is common 
from the East Coast of Africa to 
the West, from Ethiopia to Se¬ 
negal and from Egypt in the 
north to Tanazania in the south. 
Excision is also practised in the 
southern end of the Arabian Pe¬ 
ninsula along the Gulf. 

Less severe forms of female 
circumcision has been reported 
from Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Some African and Middle East¬ 
ern immigrants to Europe and 
the United states continue to 
practise circumcision on their 
daughters in their adopted home¬ 
lands. In some eases, this has re¬ 
sulted in criminal prosecution of 
the parents by the authorities in 
those countries, usually because 
the child died of complications 
from the circumcision. 

How has female circumcision 
become so entrenched a custom 
for those communities which 

K ractisc it? Its proponents arc 
ard-pressed to produce reasons 
to justify it. 

One of the most frequently of¬ 
fered reasons is that female cir¬ 
cumcision is demanded by the 
Islamic faith. This is not true, as 


has been emphasised bv hw 
theologians. Still, some rS! 
continue to do it under the! 
neons assumption. MomihanSi 
per cent of the male respond 
! n ? ““wy conducted mSud* 
m 1983 expressed the belief ibi' 
tcmale circumcision is a Muslim 
religious requirement This mis. 
taken belief is very imponaiu 
consider when strategies are be. 
ing drawn up lo abolish the me- 
lice. 

In the same Sudanese sui\« 

41 per cent of women m 
viewed said they believed it hi 
good tradition because it pro. 
motes cleanliness, increases i 
girl's chances for marriage, i& 
proves fertility, protects virgin 
ty, and prevents immorality. 

Female circumcision is i 
harmful practice that needs toll 
fought by concerted effons a 
several levels, since traifiticti 
die hard. "Public education is tie j 
first step; this involves using i! l 
available mass media. Hie fa- ! 
mal education system is alsoan 
important means of exposing 
hazards of female circumcisior i 
Health workers at various k,- 
els of (he health care system in | 
play avilal part in bringing juV > 
lie education to the "grass row. 11 

In particular educating mil i 
wives and traditional birtn atwn- 1 
dams about the dangers of lie 
practice and enlisting their help 
in the campaign to abolish ft 
male circumcision can be of the 
utmost importance since th&e 
are the people who usually jp 
form the "operation." One dilfi 
culty is that they are usually fi¬ 
nancially dependent on 
practice for their livelihood 
Winning their support in ih 
campaign to eliminate circunv::- 
sion would be a major step »• 
ward. , , . . 

The role of religious leaders 
also extremely important in ft- 
affirming that female circuiK. 
sion is not demanded by w b 
lamic faith. Women’s graup^ 
should be involved, since u 
custom is regarded by many v 
ciclics as a concern of women 
In the past, laws have bcc^ 
acted to punish those wnopt- 
tise female circumcision, - 
these have not proved 

ful. It is essential dial 

community in which lcrf®« 
cuntcision is Paused ' 
the problem carefully 

signs a strategy ( or , d 3 e a 
it. The fight against fen* < 
cumcision may takca^ 

to succeed, but u should W 

ed now to put an end w . 
fering of millions of womens 

girls ' M 

Hamid Rushwanis fl pf 
sor of obstetrics and BJ 
logic at the University o 
touni. 


Dining out... 


Granada Hotel 

& 

Amigo NablL Restaurant 

Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant stay and .sumptuous 
European & Oriental 
meals. 

located In a quiet yet cen¬ 
tral area. 

1st circle, Jehcl Amman, 
Tel:638031 & 622617 
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La Terrasse 
Restuarant 

Oriental & European 
meats. Eivsh fish daily 
For reservations, 
Te!:662831,601675. 
Shmeisani, Amman. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

fsf Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Atitiyyah Girts School 

Take away IsffrHUM* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

_ Tet.tSSHS 
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Marketing Jordan's farm's produce meeting its goals 

By Pam Dougherty _ 1 w ^ 


Special lo The Star 

WESTERN EUROPE has an un¬ 
met demand for $1.3 billion 
worth of strawberries annually, 
around eight times the value of 
Jordan's total fresh produce ex¬ 
ports in 1989. Figures for 
grapes, asparagus, melons, 
beans, peppers and other vegeta¬ 
bles are equally impressive, of¬ 
fering Jordanian growers and ex¬ 
porters, and possibly foreign 
investors, vast opportunities. 

Helping them to take advan¬ 
tage of those opportunities is the 
task of the marketing develop¬ 
ment project now underway at 
the Agricultural Marketing Or¬ 
ganisation (AMO). 

The- proicct began in 1988 
with $5 million support from die 
United Slates Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
which has now signed an agree¬ 
ment with the Ministry of Plan¬ 
ning to provide a further $ 1 mil¬ 
lion. 

Kelly Harrison, an advisor at 
AMO says Jordanian exporters 
ore already interested in the Eu¬ 
ropean market. Eighteen growers 
were selling to Europe during 
the 1989/90 winter season and 
three new private packing hous¬ 
es were completed and in opera¬ 
tion. 

The AMO project also funded 
participation by Jordanian ex¬ 
porters in the international Green 
Week exhibition in Berlin in 
January which led to Jordan's 
first European orders for cut 
flowers and the establishment of 
a flower sellers co-operative. 

Overall the 1989/90 exports to 
Europe should be a "best ever" 
for Jordan, the only limiting fac¬ 
tor for the year being a shortage 
of good supplies in February, 
March and early April due lo ad¬ 
verse weather conditions in Jor¬ 
dan and heavy demand from the 
Gulf states. 

Jordanian exports to the Gulf 
have risen sharply again follow¬ 
ing the decline in the value of 
[he dinar, reaching record levels 
in 1989, but exporters are aware 
that the situation could change 



again. Kuwait for example is 
about lo spend millions of dol¬ 
lars on irrigation programmes 
designed lo lessen its depen¬ 
dence on imported food. 

Europe on the other hand has 
an annual growth in demand for 
fresh produce that is greater than 
all current imports into the Gulf 
states and the Europeans arc 
willing lo pay premium prices 
lor the right product. 

Harrison believes the best ap¬ 
proach for Jordanian growers is 
to identify niche markets where 
they can provide high value 
crops in off season periods. 
AMO has now completed 
screening a list of 50 products al¬ 
ready grown commercially or 
experimentally in Jordan and has 
identified seedless grapes, aspar¬ 
agus, melons, beans, tomatoes, 
green peppers and eggplants us 
targets for derailed study with 
West Germany, the United King¬ 
dom, France and Switzerland 
identified as key markets. Dur¬ 
ing July and August AMO plans 
to hold special one day work¬ 
shops for each product during 
which its staff will present an 
analysis of the market, what lev¬ 
el of profits could be achieved 
and a summary of just what a 
profitable business might look 
like. A video will also be shown 
on suitable production and post¬ 
harvesting techniques. 

A tentative study on profitabil¬ 
ity for exports in Europe gives a 
figure of $17,000 annual return 
per hectare of seedless grapes for 


which, due to its climatic advan¬ 
tage, Jordan could establish it¬ 
self us almost the only supplier 
lo Europe between April ami 
early June. 

Harrison hopes the exporters 
can find a number of six, eight 
or twelve week niches for high 
value crops. Unmet demand in 
Europe includes 16,000 hectares 
of grapes worth around SI. 1 bil¬ 
lion and 24,OfX) hectares of 
asparagus worth $420 million. 

The prices paid in Europe 
would in fact nmn/c the Jordani¬ 
ans who find prices in the local 
market excessive. In Germany in 
March this year poppas fetched 
$2.62, cucumbers $1.71 ami zuc¬ 
chini $1.86 per kilo in the 
wholesale market, well over 
three times their price in the re¬ 
tail market at home. AMO sees 
a reasonable ten year target for 
Jordan of 3,989 hectares planted 
with speciality crops that could 
earn the country S100 million 
and which would still meet only 
3 to 5 per cent of Europe's de¬ 
mand. And with a more deter¬ 
mined effort Harrison believes 
this target could even be met 
within five years. 

Such expansion would require 
solid capital investment. Harri¬ 
son estimates as much as S50-60 
million needs to be spent on 
plastic houses, farm equipment, 
post harvest handling facilities 
and transport. 

Plastic houses and heating 
equipment should enable export¬ 
ers to avoid the shortages that 


occurred during February and 
March this year when Jordan 
Valley crops were damaged by 
frost. Belter post harvest facili¬ 
ties arc also needed lo ensure 
that exports reach Europe in 
prime condition. 

A maior problem area contin¬ 
ues to be transport. At present 
most crops ore air freighted to 
Europe but AMO has been co¬ 
operating with the Agricultural 
Marketing ;uid Processing Com¬ 
pany of Jordan (AMPCO) and 
private sector interests on trial 
shipments using refrigerated 
trucks. Both a conventional re¬ 
frigerated truck and tin insulated 
"Freshuiincr" truck which has 
both refrigeration and controlled 
atmosphere, delivered goals to 
the West Germ mi market and ac¬ 
cording lo n preliminary rejiorl 
by AMO were considered "lugli¬ 
ly successful in terms of produce 
quality at destination, customer 
satisfaction and sales price ob¬ 
tained." 

Following on the trucking 
trials AMO is planning a one 
ilay "Perishable Products Trans¬ 
portation Symposium" on 30 
June which will review the expe- 
rieuces of die. past season nml 
look at (lie prospects for air and 


land and for sea freight out of 
Aqaba. 

Unfortunately Jordan’s exist¬ 
ing stock of refrigerated trucks is 
olu, unreliable and docs not meet 
either the gross weight restric¬ 
tions now in force in Europe or 
the quality standards needed to 
ensure that crops arrive in good 
condition. 

Harrison is increasingly confi¬ 
dent however that as investors, 
both local and foreign under¬ 
stand the potential for Jordon in 
die European market they will 
be willing to invest in better pro¬ 
duction and transport facilities 
A Learn of American agricultural 
invc.suiicnl specialists has al¬ 
ready completed drafts for fom 
investment profiles fur specific 
ventures covering the production 
of seedless grapes, .strawberries 
IKicknging and marketing, ami 
possibly production, of ji mix¬ 
ture of vegetables including to 
nuitncs, green licaiis, |wp|XT> 
and chillies, and eggplant and : 
it Hally new venture tor Jordan ii 
the production of m>u-alcnhulK 
sparkling wine for the Gulf mar 
ket. Ouee the investment profile: 
are finalised they will be mailt 
available for investors both ii 
Jordan and abroad. 


Turkey denies selling water to Israel 

AMMAN (Star)-Turkcy has denied news reports Unit it was 
selling water to Israel while renewing its call to supply Arab 
cuuiitries with water through the Peace Water Project. 

A statement by Turkey's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr AU 
Bozer, last week, said that "no project exists for the sale of wa¬ 
ter to Israel by Turkey 

But Dr Bozer said a Canadian firm, in partnership with a 
Turkish firm, is planning to manufacture"huge plastic contain¬ 
ers designed to transport water. '.'They (the companies) have 
nude some contacts for a market research. 

It is understood that this joint venture company has made con¬ 
tacts with potential buyers in the region, including Israel, in or¬ 
der to determine prospective buyers," said Dr Bo/er. 

He said that when the stage of exploitation of Turkey's Ma- 
nuvgac, Seyhan and Ceyhan rivers is reached "priority will be 
given to meet the needs of Turkish towns short of water." 

But he repeated his country's offer to "friendly Arab coun¬ 
tries" to supply them with water through the Peace Water Pro¬ 
ject (canal). He said that his counuy has not received any posi¬ 
tive response regarding the project from any Arab country. 


Tourist season: Going strong despite isolated attack 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - Jordanian lour opera* 
tors, hotel managers and tourism 
officials have played down the 
e ueci of last Monday's attack by 
a lone assailant on a group of 
french tourists in downtown 
Amman on the flow of foreign 
tourists to the Kingdom. 

A statement by the Minister of 
Jounsm Mr Abdel Karim A1 
^abariti last week said that the 
attack "was a spontaneous emo¬ 
tional outburst by one individual 
(to the killings of eight Arab 
'workers south of Tel Aviv the 
previous day) with absolutely no 
indications by any party in the 
country to harm foreign resi-. 
dents or visitors." 

While all of the eight French 
lounsts who were wounded in 
[J 10 attack were released from 
hospital by Wednesday 23 May,> 
we rest °f the French group of* 
jo tourists continued their tour 

southern Jordan. They . were, 
accompanied by the Ministry's 

3i MAY 1990 



Mr Abdel Karlin A{ Kabarlti 

secretary general on their visit to 
Petra. 

Ministry of Tourism sources 
reported that the incident result¬ 
ed in "few scattered cancella¬ 
tions, mainly- by tour operators: 



iri^his 6 statement that advance 
booking for next year remains 


strong. 

Similarly, most hotels contact¬ 
ed by The Star reported few or 
no cancellations. Mr Jan Hees- 
becn, director of sales and mar¬ 
keting at the Amman Marriott 
hotel, said there were no ’’major 
cancellations but some French 
companies postponed their trips 
for individual guests." He said 
the attack on French tourists 
"was an isolated incident and it 
will not have major effects on 
tourism;' . . . 

He accused the international 
media of blowing matters out of 
proportion adding that such inci- 
. dents could opeur frequently in 
Europe ! like after soccer match¬ 
es." ' ■ 

But he said; that Jordan must 
launch an intensive public rela- 
"' dons campaign to offset any 
. negative effects that might have 
■ resulted. "We should not stop ad- 
i vertising about thd country be- 
1 cause if we do people will start 
v asking why," he said.. . 

, cHq added that public relations 


campaign should not explain or 
react to what happened but rath¬ 
er focus on what Jordan has to 
offer, Mr hecsbcen said the Mar¬ 
riott was preparing for a piano 
concert in Jerash and " we will 
publicise it worldwide." 

He said the damage caused to 
the hotel during angry demon¬ 
strations on Monday "were mar¬ 
ginal." 

Mr Faisal Abu Nuwar, general 
manager of the Philadelphia ho¬ 
tel in Amman, said they received 
only one mnjor cancellation of 
50 rooms for four nights from 
France. But he said the setback 
was temporary and will pass. 
"We are still receiving inquiries 
about rates and reservations 
from the Gulf and Europe," he 
said. He expected a good rate of 
occupancy for this sumhicr. "It 
will be belter than Inst year, 11 he 
said.. 

Pbira and Aqaba remained ful¬ 
ly booked: for this and next 
week, which is when the season 
ends. H will start again by 1 the 


end of July and tour operator; 
say they still have solid book¬ 
ings for next year. 

The Ministry of tourism re- 
ported that il is still moving 
ahead with plans to licence three 
new hotels in Petra area and sev¬ 
eral others in the Dead Sea anc 
Aqaba. Resthouses at Pella ant 
Urn Qais are also under con': 
struction to meet projected de ; 
mends. 






RENT 

Saudi Raal Batata 


00 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. . 

; CAM. $OHA 
Rental Dept. 607821/22 
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An 

estimated 
84 million 
women and 
girls have 
been forced 
to undergo 
some form 
of female 
circumcision, 
and this 
oppressive 
practice 
continues 
today 


The shame, misery of .female circumcision 


By Humid Kush win 

Special lo the Star 


SUDAN * Female circumcision 
is one of the more harmful (nidi- 
lions Mill practised in many pans 
of the developing world. The 
custom involves removing some 
irf ihc external female genital in, 
usually in a so-called "traililion- 
ul" ceremony, before the girl 


reaches puberty. Bui ihc practice 
r described as genual in ir¬ 


is l»etier described sis genii; 
(ilaliou, with trsigic consequent:- 
i % for the victim. 

Hut female circumcision has 
l■■vii at the mine o! debate in 
i.oumries where it ts widespread. 
Specifically intention has been 
I reused on ihe harm ful elfccis 
the practice produces on the 
health of women ami children. 
It's not usually realised that fe¬ 
male circumcision is a major 
public health problem, an im¬ 
mense burden on the strained 
health facilities of ihosc coun¬ 
tries in which it is practised. 

Female circumcision is usually 
performed on girls when they arc 
seven or eignt years old. al¬ 
though some African tribes per¬ 
form it on infants and other soci¬ 
eties on young adult women. It 


is usually performed by tradi¬ 
tional birth attendants, midwives 
or an elderly woman in the vil¬ 
lage with experience (but not 
nny medical training). These 
women usually have no surgical 
skill ami operate under poor hy- 
gicnie conditions using an un- 
stcrilc knife- or sometimes a 
.sharpened stone, and no anaes¬ 
thetic. 

The severity of the operation is 
generally differentiated into four 
basic types. Type 1 is analogous 
to male circumcision and con¬ 
sists of cutting the chloral pre¬ 
puce circumferential to remove 
it. This is the least drastic type. 
Type 2 involves removing the 
glans clitoris or even the entire 
clitoris: part or even all the adja¬ 
cent tissues (the labia minora). 
Type 3, infibulaiion or ''pharao- 
noic circumcision," involves re¬ 
moving not only the clitoris and 
adjacent tissues (labia minora), 
but the external labia as well; the 
raw edges of the wounds arc 
then sewn together leaving only 
a tiny opening for urination and 
menstruation. Type 4. which is 
rarely practised, is referred to as 
introcision and involves enlarg¬ 
ing the vagina) opening by 


cutting the perineum. 

Many medical complications, 
immediate and long-term, arise 
from this procedure. Bleeding is 
unavoidable since damage to the 
blood vessels is inevitable. 
Shock, both from loss of blood 
and pain (since the procedure is 
performed without anaesthetic) 
also occurs to some degree and 
in some cases can lead to death. 

Infection is a common compli¬ 
cation due to die unhygienic 
conditions in which the opera¬ 
tion is performed. Tommies and 
septicaemia (blood poisoning) 
also occur and can prove fatal. 
Urine retention occurs in virtual¬ 
ly every girl during Ihc first few 
days after the procedure. Due to 


external skin Iwing sewn into the 
circumcision wound. These cysts 
can reach a huge size, requiring 
surgery to remove them, or they 
can become infected, forming 
abscesses. Menstrual problems 
occur often, including rinienlion 
of menstrual blood because the 
remaining opening after circum¬ 
cision is too small to allow ade¬ 
quate drainage. 

This inadequate drainage is 
also responsible for the accumu¬ 
lation of menstrual debris and 
urinary deposits in die vagina; 
these can from "stones" in the 
vagina that cause tears (fistulae) 
in the tissue separating the vagi¬ 
na from the urinary tract and the 
bowel, resulting in leakage of 
urine and faeces which in turn 
creates many social problems for 
the women. Fistulae can also be 
the result of obstructed labour 
due to the vaginal opening hav¬ 
ing been nearly closed by the 
circumcision. 

Infertility may occur because 
sexual penetration is so difficult 
or because of pelvic inflammato¬ 
ry disease from chronic infec¬ 
tion. Sexual problems are com¬ 
mon in circumcised women, 
especially early in marriage, to 
the detriment of the marriage re¬ 
lationship. Finally many psycho¬ 
logical problems as a result of 
circumcision have been reported 
including anxiety, depression, 
neuroses and psycnoses. 

The origin of female circumci¬ 
sion stretches far back in history 
and it has been practised in 
many parts of the world. Today, 
the practice services primarily in 
large areas of Africa among a 
variety of tribes. It is common 
from the East Coast of Africa to 
the West, from Ethiopia to Se¬ 
negal and from Egypt in the 
north to Tanazania in the south. 
Excision is also practised in the 
southern end of the Arabian Pe¬ 
ninsula along the Gulf. 

Less severe forms of female 
circumcision has been reported 
from Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Some African and Middle East¬ 
ern immigrants to Europe and 
the United states continue to 
practise circumcision on their 
daughters in their adopted home¬ 
lands. In some cases, this has re¬ 
sulted in criminal prosecution of 
the parents by the authorities in 


has been emphasised by kto-! 
then jog inns. Still, some JSj 
aaumiie to do u under the£' 

neons assumption. More ihanv 
proem of the male respond^' 
! n y conducted512 
in 1983 expressed Ihe belief tbi 
female circumcision is a Mudm 
religious requirement. TTus jujj. 
taken belief is very important 
consider when strategics arebe 
ing drawn up to abolish [hep* 


In the same Sudanese survey 
41 per cent of women m 


pain, fear and swelling of the tis- r ___... 

sues, the girl is unable to urinate, those countries, usually because 

resulting in additional pain for the child died of complications 
her and possible urinary tract in- from the circumcision, 
feeuon. Damage to other tissues How has female circumcision 
surrounding the genitalia may ^ become so entrenched a custom 


occur, including the urinary ca¬ 
nal, vagina, perineum or rectum. 

Long-term complications can 
cause suffering for many years. 
Hardening of the scars (keloids) 
can cause problems at the time 
of first intercourse or at delivery. 
Cysts can develop as a result of 


for those communities which 
practise it? Its proponents nre 
hard-pressed to produce reasons 
to justify iL 

One of the most frequently of¬ 
fered reasons is that female cir¬ 
cumcision is demanded by the 
Islamic faith. This is not true, as 


. . W... v»» nuiimi 

viewed said they believed ii is a 
good tradition because it m 
motes cleanliness, increase j, 
girl's chances for marriage, im-!' 
proves fertility, protects vmj 
ty, and prevents immorality. 1 

Female circumcision is i 
harmful practice that needs tok 
fought by concerted efforts * 
several levels, since (radilix; 
die hard."Public education is £; 
first step; this involves usings!: 
available mass media. Hie to 1 
mal education system is also a, 
important means of exposing | 
hazards of female circumtim , 

Health workers at various to I 
els of the health care system a. \ 
play avilal part in bringing 
lie education to the "grassroots.' 

In particular educating mil- 
wives and traditional birtn ana- 
dan ts about the dangers of to 
practice and enlisting their hty 
in the campaign to abolish fe¬ 
male circumcision can be of to 
utmost importance since fe 
are the people who usually per¬ 
form the "operation." One diffi¬ 
culty is that they are usually fi¬ 
nancially dependent on to 
practice for their livelihood- 
Winning their support in to 
campaign to eliminate orc**& 
sion would be a major step to¬ 
ward. . . , 

The role of religious leader- 
also extremely important in k- 
affirming that female envi¬ 
sion is not demanded by w* 
lamic faith. Women's groups u 
should be involved, since to 
custom is regarded by * 
clerics :ls a concern of women 

In the past, laws have be¬ 
aded to punish those who p* 
tisc- female circumcision,- 
those have not 
ful. It is essential that w 
community in which 
cumcision is 
the problem carefully \ 
signs a strategy 
it. The fight «!■“£*** 
cumcision may take a jwj 

to succeed, bunt should^-. 

ed now to pul an end w , 

fering of millions of women- 1 

girls. 

Hamid Rushwanls a Pjjj 
sor of obstetrics JJJ 
logic at the University o 
to urn. 


Dining out... 


Granada Hotel 

& 

Amigo Nahil Restaurant 


Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant slay anti sumptuous 
European & Oriental 
meals. 

located in a quiet yet cen¬ 
tral area. 

1st circle, Jebel Amman, 
TcJ:638031 & 622617 



La Terrasse 
Restuarant 

Oriental & European 
meals. Fivsh fish daily 
For reservations, 
Td:662831,601675. 
Shmeisani, Amman. 



The first i belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Gifts School 

Taitaaway IgavrilaMa 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

pm. 

6:30-Midnight 

UL$3iM* 
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Marketing Jordan's farm's produce meeting its goals 

By Pam Dougherty 1 & 



Special to The Star 

WESTERN EUROPE has an un¬ 
met demand for SI.3 billion 
worth of strawberries annually, 
around eight times the value of 
Jordan's total fresh produce ex¬ 
ports in 1989. Figures for 
grapes, asparagus, melons, 
beans, peppers and other vegeta¬ 
bles arc equally impressive, of¬ 
fering Jordanian growers and ex¬ 
porters, and possibly foreign 
investors, vast opportunities. 

Helping them to lake advan¬ 
tage of those opportunities is the 
task of the marketing develop¬ 
ment project now underway at 
the Agricultural Marketing Or¬ 
ganisation (AMO). 

The protect began in 1988 
with SS million support from the 
United Slates Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
which has now signed an agree¬ 
ment with the Ministry of Plan¬ 
ning lo provide a further S 1 mil¬ 
lion. 

Kelly Harrison, an advisor at 
AMO says Jordanian exporters 
arc already interested in the Eu¬ 
ropean market Eighteen growers 
were selling to Europe during 
the 1989/90 winter season and 
three new private packing hous¬ 
es were completed and in opera¬ 
tion. 

The AMO project also funded 
participation by Jordanian ex¬ 
porters in the international Green 
week exhibition in Berlin in 
January which led to Jordan's 
first European orders for cut 
flowers and the establishment of 
a flower sellers co-operative. 

Overall the 1989/90 exports to 
Europe should be a "best ever" 
for Jordan, the only limiting fac¬ 
tor for the year being a shortage 
of good supplies in February, 
March and early April due lo ad¬ 
verse weather conditions in Jor¬ 
dan and heavy demand from the 
Gulf states. 

Jordanian exports to the Gulf 
nave risen sharply again follow¬ 
ing the decline in the value of 
jhe dinar, reaching record levels 
ijj 1989, but exporters are aware 
that the situation could change 


again. Kuwait for example is 
about lo spend millions of dol¬ 
lars on irrigation programmes 
designed to lessen its depen¬ 
dence on imported food. 

Europe on the other hand has 
an annual growth in demand for 
fresh produce that is greater than 
all current imports into the Gulf 
states and the Europeans are 
willing lo pay premium prices 
for the right product. 

Harrison believes the best ap¬ 
proach for Jordanian growers is 
to identify niche markets where 
they can provide high value 
crops in off season periods. 
AMO has- now completed 
screening a list of 50 products ul- 
ready grown commercially or 
experimentally in Jordan and has 
identified seedless grapes, aspar¬ 
agus, melons, beans, tomatoes, 
green peppers and eggplants as 
targets for detailed study with 
West Germany, the United King¬ 
dom, France and Switzerland 
identified as key markets. Dur¬ 
ing July and August AMO plans 
to hold special one day work¬ 
shops for each product during 
which its staff will present an 
analysis of the market, what lev¬ 
el oi profits could be achieved 
and a summaiy of just what a 
profitable business might look 
like. A video will also be shown 
on suitable production and post¬ 
harvesting techniques. 

A tentative study on profitabil¬ 
ity for exports in Europe gives a 
figure of $17,000 annual return 
per hectare of seedless grapes for 


which, due to its climatic advan¬ 
tage, Jordan could establish it¬ 
self as almost the only supplier 
to Europe between April and 
early June. 

Harrison hopes the exporters 
can find a number of six, eight 
or twelve week niches for high 
value crops. Unmet demand in 
Europe includes Ih.(XX) hectares 
of grapes worth around SI.I bil¬ 
lion and 24,000 hectares of 
asparagus worth $420 million. 

The prices paid in Europe 
would in fact ama/o die Jordani¬ 
ans who liml prices in the local 
market excessive. In Germany in 
March this year pepjvrs fetched 
$2.62, cucumbers SI.71 and zuc¬ 
chini $1.86 per kilo in live 
wholesale market, well over 
three limes their price in the re¬ 
tail market at home. AMO sees 
a reasonable ten year target lor 
Jordan of 3,989 hectares planted 
with speciality crops that could 
cam the country SI00 million 
and which would still meei only 
3 to 5 per cent of Europe's de¬ 
mand. And with a more deter¬ 
mined effort Harrison believes 
this target could even be met 
within five years. 

Such expansion would require 
solid capital investment. Harri¬ 
son estimates as much as 550-60 
million needs to be spent on 
plastic houses, farm equipment, 
post harvest handling facilities 
and transport. 

Plastic houses and heating 
equipment should enable export¬ 
ers lo avoid the shortages that 


occurred during February and 
March this year when Jordan 
Valley crops were damaged by 
frost. Better post harvest facili¬ 
ties are also needed to ensure 
that exports reach Europe in 
prime condition. 

A major problem area contin¬ 
ues to be transport. At present 
most crops arc air freighted to 
Europe but AMO has been co¬ 
operating with the Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com¬ 
pany of Jordan (AMPCO) and 
private sector interests on trial 
shipments using refrigerated 
trucks. Both a conventional re¬ 
frigerated truck and an insulated 
"Freshiaincr" truck which has 
both refrigeration and controlled 
atmosphere, delivered goods to 
llie West German market and ac¬ 
cording lo a preliminary report 
by AMO were considered "high¬ 
ly .successful in terms of produce 
quality at destination, customer 
satisfaction and sales price ob¬ 
tained.” 

Following on the trucking 
trials AMO is planning a one 
day "Perishable Products Trims- 
tuirtatUm Symposium" on 30 
June which will review the expe¬ 
riences of the. past season and 
look al the prospects for air and 


land and for sea freight out of 
Aqaba. 

Unfortunately Jordan's exist¬ 
ing stock of refrigerated trucks is 
olu, unreliable and does not meet 
either the gross weight restric¬ 
tions now in force in Europe or 
the quality standards needed to 
ensure that crops arrive in good 
condition. 

Hurrison is increasingly confi¬ 
dent however that as investors, 
both local and foreign under¬ 
stand tivc potential for Jordan in 
Lhc European market they will 
be witling lo invest in better pro¬ 
duction and transport facilities. 
A team of Amcriciui agricultural 
in vestment specialists has al¬ 
ready completed drafts for four 
in vest in cm profiles Tor sjx'cifli 
ventures covering Ihc production 
of seedless grapes, strawberries 
packaging and marketing, am: 
possibly production, of a mix¬ 
ture of vegetables including to¬ 
matoes, green beans, pep|vr> 
and chilties, and eggplant and ; 
totally new venture lor Jordan ii: 
the- production of iion-alcoliolit 
sparkling wine for the Gulf mar¬ 
ket. Once die investment profile:- 
arc finalised they will be mack 
available for investors both ir 
Jordan and abroad. 


Turkey denies selling water to Israel 

AMMAN (Slur)—Turkey bus denied news rcjHirts dial it was 
selling water to Israel while renewing its call to supply Arab 
countries with water through die Peace Water Project. 

A statement by Turkey's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Ali 
Bozcr, last week, said that 'no project exists Tor the sale of wa¬ 
ter to Israel by Turkey." 

But Dr Dozer said a Canadian firm, in partnership with a 
Turkish firm, is planning to manufacturc"huge plastic contain¬ 
ers designed to transport water. "They (the companies) have 
made some contacts for a market research. 

It is understood that this joint venture company has made con¬ 
tacts with potential buyers in the region, including Israel, in or¬ 
der to determine prospective buyers," said Dr Bozcr. 

He said that when the stage of exploitation of Turkey s Ma- 
navgat, Seyhan and Ceyhan rivers is reached "priority will be 
given lo meet the needs of Turkish towns short of water," 

But he repeated his country's offer to "friendly Arab coun¬ 
tries" to supply them with water through the Peace Water Pro¬ 
ject (canal). He said that his country has not received any posi¬ 
tive response regarding the project from any Arab country. 


Tourist season: Going strong despite isolated attack 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN - Jordanian tour opera¬ 
tors, hotel managers and tourism 
officials have played down the 
effect of last Monday’s attack by 
a lone assailant on a group of 
French tourists in downtown 
Amman on the flow of foreign 
tourists to the Kingdom. 

A statement by the Minister of 
Tourism Mr Abdel Karim Al 
Kabariti last week said that the 
auack "was a spontaneous emo¬ 
tional outburst by one individual 
tio the killings of eight Arab 
workers south of Tel Aviv the' 
previous day) with absolutely no 1 
JJiQications by any party in the 
country to harm foreign re$i- 

u 8 P T visitors." 

While all of the eight French 
jjunsts who were wounded in • 
uie attack were released from 
nospual by Wednesday 23 May,-i. 
•EP rest of the French group of ; = : 
jo tourists continued their tour’ 
or southern Jordan., They were 
0Q ?ompanied by the Ministry’s 

31 MAY 10on ; 



A fr Abdel Karim Al KabarlU 


secretary general'on their visit to 

Petra. 

• Ministry of Tourism sources 
reported that the incident result¬ 
ed in Tew scattered cancella¬ 
tion^, 1 mainly by tour operators 
who do hot- nave significant pro-.: 
Vious experience liwordan or the 
Middle East;", Mr Kabarm said 
in : his istatdfhent • that,.-^adyaijce.; 
poking fo* 1 next year , remains 


strong. 

Similarly, most hotels contact¬ 
ed by The Star reported few or 
no cancellations. Mr Jan Hees- 
been, director of sales and mar¬ 
keting at the Amman Marriott 
hotel, said there were no "major 
cancellations but some French 
companies postponed their trips 
for individual guests." He said 
the attack on French tourists 
"was an isolated incident and it 
will not have major eFfccis on 
tourism." , , 

He accused the international 
media of blowing matters out of 
proportion adding that such inci¬ 
dents could , occur frequently in 
Europe Tike after soccer match¬ 
es." ; 

But he said that Jordan must 
launch an intensive public rela¬ 
tions campaign to offset any 
negative effects that might have 
resulted. "We should not stop ad¬ 
vertising about the country be¬ 
cause if we do people will start- 
asking why," he said. 

. He added that public relations 


campaign should not explain or 
react lo what happened out rath¬ 
er focus on what Jordan has lo 
offer. Mr heesbecn said the Mar¬ 
riott was preparing for a piano 
concert in Jerash and " we will 
publicise it worldwide." 

He said the damage caused lo 
the hotel during angry demon¬ 
strations on Monday "were mar¬ 
ginal.” 

Mr Faisal Abu Nuwor, general 
manager of the Philadelphia ho¬ 
tel in Amman, said thoy received 
only one major cancellation of 
50 rooms for four nights from 
France. But he sold the setback 
was temporary and will pass. 
"Wc are still receiving inquiries 
about rates and reservations 
from the Gulf and Europe,” he 
said. He expected a good rate of 
occupancy for this summer. "It 
will be belter than last year," he 
said.. ,' 

Petra and Aqaba remained ful- 
; ly booked Tor this!. and next 
week, which is when the season' 
ends,; it will siartagain by the 


end of July and tour operator! 
say they still have solid book¬ 
ings for next year. 

The Ministry of tourism re- ; 
ported that it is still moving 
ahead with plans to licence threO 
new hotels in Petra area and sov- • 
oral others in the Dead Sea ant;! -s 
Aqaba. Resthouscs at Pella one j 
Um Qais are also under con; i 
siruction to meet projected de; ' 
mantis. 

RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 
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Furnlshod & unfurnished 
apartments & villas lor rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept. 987821/22 


THESTAiU 
































On Line 




Deposit Rates 








Euro-deposit rates: 



US 

DEM 

STG 

Yen 

SFR 

1 mo. 

8. i/16 

7.12/16 

15.00 

7.25 

8.11/16 

2 mu. 

8,3/16 

7J5/16 

15.00 

7.25 

8.11/16 

3 mn. 

8.5/16 

8.1/22 

15.1/16 

7.31 

8.11/16 

6 mo. 

8.5/16 

8.9/16 

15.1/16 

7.31 

8.5/8 

1 year 

8.9/16 

8.11/16 

(4.15/16 

7.31 

8.9/16 


Saving siccmints 7.5%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8. 
1 month 8.00%, 2 months X.25%, 3 mmiths 8.50%, 
9.0%. Lending rule (AAA) 12.5%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SF It STG YEN CAN 

lire II 1.67.10 1.4120 I .693 I ISI.OU I.1HI0 

.Smucc: A mm.in Hunk I’nr hive* 1 1111 * 111 , Tel: 642701 


0 %, 

1 year 


Arab Finance 


CmnmmT.il Hunk of Kuwait 
. |».tl. Box 2Mil 

Mulur.ik al Kubir Kirci'i 
S;ifal 

■IVIfjihumv 411<HI I/-I-IKHMV 
4.45 J7 5/ 

Telex 2JIXM/22-I70 
t'alilr. HANK TIJAKI 
Amviiifs: ('omiiu-roi.il H.mk 
l r .*iiihIisliL-il: I 9h() 

Financial vUl.t 

AniJu'riseJ cojiii.il: S75,237,7-15 
(’.mi-up Oiipiul: 5 75,2.47.745 
Share lioUlcrs: 

Kuwaiti ii.uion.ils (lOO'l) 
Directors: 

• l[.iru:ul Al llanuil fOi.iinipu) 
F.us.il Al-Miir/oiiij (Deputy 
chairman i 

The Gulf Hunk KSC 

: iml Ho\ j:ik) 

: MiiHirdk Al-Kabir Steel 
. Saf.il 

, Telephone; •M'riOl i.2() lino) 

' Telex- 22001 GL'LFItK 


Cable: GUI.F1IANK 
Activities: C< mi me re i ill Hunk 
IMiiihlisliL-d: I960 
f-maitc lal slain 
Authorised eupicil: KD 
17.5 IK 1.000 

I'iiict-up capital: KD l7.5IHl.OOd 
Ke.serves: KD 34,274.280 
Shareholders: 

Kuwaiti public (100%) 

Direct one. 

Mum a fa Suit an al-lssa ( Cliair¬ 
man) 

K ha led 1-nl.iij al-Ali nl-Fulaij 
(Deputy chairman) 

Gulf 1 n toriint lonaal Hank BSC 
IM>. Hox 42.45 
Alshay'eh lhjiMiiig l 4ih Floor 
Filled al-Salem SireciSaful 
Telephone: 4114X5/4115X6 
Telex: 22029 FINANCE 
Cable: DOWALIKf) 

Activities: Commercial bank/ 
administrative branch 


Matchmaking 


1 Arilv Kl Masii Factor) 
iO. El Aroussi street 
IShoubrii 
.Cairo 

ITe); 940221 


I Kl Adly factory 

40, Alfct El Naniruss 
|El Mczaycn 


Cairo 

Tel: ‘>Of»7')7 
Footwear 

Adly (j corgis Ibrahim Facto¬ 
ry 

3. El Salucya Street 
Opera Square 
Cairo 

Tel: 9 ] 6974 
Shins 


[This free-of*charye sen lee is u suitable tn local and foreign business¬ 
men. Ti> publish jour commercial Interests In this corner please 
| tear-olT this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo- 
1 mj Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan. 


Made-in-J or dan 


Product offers from Jorduniun 
exporters: 

1. l>iip irrigation puxliicw mkI 
soi* ices 

Ci hi tael: 

Arab Drip I it leu (Inn System 
Man ii Lulu ring Co., 

I’.O. Hi.x 5-174, 

Ann mm — Jordan, 
let MU779/6H177K 
Fax: 

Tlx: 22422 ZUHK’O J() 

2. MoJie.i] dij-pnsable syringes 
iiii.l .surgical gloves 

Contact: 

.Iordan Medical Corpiiriition 
Co., 

P.U. Hox 20525, 

Amman — Jordan. 

Tel: 6624-W66S44S 
Ru: 685412 

Tlx: 22195 JOMKCO JO 

3. Wooden doors, kitclien ch bi¬ 
ne is. bedrooms & office Tumi- 


0 THE STAR 


'.ure. laMec. chairs 
Cun net: 

Jordan Wood Industries Co. 

LbMJWIt'Ot, 

1M). Hii.x 5272, 

Amman Jordan. 

Tel: 798171 

F.u. 794072 

Tlx: 21404 WOOD JO 

4. Dnoi and window locks 
Contact: 

Unltin Locks Company, 

P.O Box 476, 

Abu Al.nuLi — Ionian 
Tel: 742482/73 24XI 
Fax: 7.42483 
TU: 24255 PAINTS JO 

Jordunlnn exporters wishing to 
list Iheir products In this section 
urc klmlly requested to contact 
I he Jordan Trade Association, 
P.O. Hox 830432 Amman — 
Jordan, I'd: 685603/4, with a 
list or exportable products and 
full ud dress. 


Gold 
1 kg 
21 cl 
18 ct 

Eng. pound 

Rashad: 

7g 

24ct(swiss) 




8,450.000 

7.400 

6.350 


54.000 

9.250 


155.000 


} ^Mfatter$:¥^ 


Average exchnage rates on 
in fils 

Monday 28/5/1990 



Buy 

Sell 

US$ 

668.0 

672.U 

£ 

1131.8 

1138.6 

DM 

398.0 

400.4 

SFr 

470.2 

473.0 

FRF 

118.2 

118.9 

YKN 

446.2 

448.9 

( 100 ) 



1>FL 

353.7 

355.8 

SKR 

109.6 

110.3 

LIT 

54.3 

54.6 

( 100 ) 



HLF 

193.1 

194.32 

( 10 ) 




Financial iH; 

' ■ Market 

' : '* ■■ ; jl'. 

Universal 
Insurance Co. 

Established In: 1980 
No. of employees: 3b 
Dniu/Shures 1988 in JDs 
Pur vuluc/Shure I 
Market Vulue Shu re .660 
Book vulue Share .638 
No. of Subscribed Shares 
l,000.001) 

No. of Traded Shares 
722.730 

Volume of Truding (J.Ds) 
620.394 

No. of Floor Contracts 720 
Market value of Subscribed 
Shares 660.000 
Authorized Capital 1,000.000 
Subscribed Capital 1,000.000 
Pa id-in-Capital 1.000,000 
Compulsory Reserves 53.640 
Voluntary & General Re¬ 
serves - 

Retained Earnings (415,883) 
.Shareholders' Equity 
Working Capital (J.Ds) 
836.951 

Fixed Assets 166.657 
Current Assets 1.320.115 
Recuivubtes 419.743 
Total Assets 1.514.987 
Current Liabilities 483,164 
Technicul Reserves 344.092 
Liabilities 877.230 
Total Liabilities & Share¬ 
holders 1 Equity 1,514.987 
Net Sales (Revenues) 805.693 
Life Insurance Premium - 
Murine Insurance Premium 
47.552 

Fire Insurance Premium 
22.243. 

Motor Insurance Premium 
728.529 

Accident Insurance Premi¬ 
um & others 7,369 
Net Income Before Taxes 
(279.356) 

Net Income after taxes 
(279.356) 

! Dividends Paid/ 

| Shareholders • 


Source; Amman 
Financial Market 
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Simplify the rules 


JORDAN'S ECONOMIC future is in the hands of the privaie 
sector. But if die government doesn't make the right moves, 
tilings may continue to go slowly. The motivation to invest 
could best come from die public sector relaxing its rules and 
regulations. 

For example, simplifying tax, banking policies and direc¬ 
tives would make life easier for investors and exporters. Gov¬ 
ernment procedures which arc easy to understand and follow 
will save everybody's time and energy. The state has a key 
role to play in Jordan's development by removing unnecessary 
regulations and clarifying existing ones. Looked al from the 
financial reporting point of view, among many others, this 
will be a blessing. 

Once all parties involved _ die government agencies, busi¬ 
ness, and the accounting profession speak _ die same lan¬ 
guage, the potential for growth through increased private sec¬ 
tor investment, both from inside die Kingdom and from 
overseas, will be in place. Titis springboard for investing must 
be there if Jordan's economy is to expand, according to Tom 
Shilcn Jr., accounting and auditing sector director of the Pri¬ 
vate Services Development Project in Amman. 

Although some economic indicators in Jordan arc now bet¬ 
ter than they were last year, investment has yet to pick up. 
And proper financial reporting will help local and foreign in¬ 
vestors make die right decisions regarding invesuncm. Here 
as in oilier areas, a professional approach by all concerned 
will be good for the economy. 


m 




Fine Hygienic Paper Co. Ltd. 


Location ; Amman Industrial Estate / Sahab 

Starting Production Date ; Relocated in mid 19X8 (at 

A.I.E.) 

Investment Capital : JD 2.5. million 
No. of Workers : 260 
Type of Production: 

- Baby diapers 

- Ladies sanitary towels 

- Hygienic paper products 

- Telex Carbonless paper rolls 

- Cash register paper rolls 

- Qualitex photocopy paper 

- ABC printing and writing paper 

In keeping with its policy and commitment to extend its 
services to all market segments, Fine Hygienic Paper Co. 
Lid. introduced recently ils new low-priced product line of 
hygienic paper products, ladies sanitary towels and baby 
diapers under the trade names ( Smile and Lido). This, of 
course, is In addition to their well established brands sold 
under the trade names, Fine, Baby Fine, Cinderella and 
their high-tech new sanitary towels (LADY FINE Trifold- 
cd individually wrapped and also plain towels wiLh round¬ 
ed edges) which they introduced two months ago. 

Production covers the local market with exports of about 
9 per cent to the United Arab Emirates and Iraq. 

The company is hoping to expand its expons to Turkey, 
Cyprus and Greece. 

Fine Hygienic Paper Co. Ltd. 

P.O. Box: ( 154 ) Amman 
Tel: 722251. 


n , „ Music fair AMUS 

225® 2 a P A cl °& r ^ 28. Klagenfurter Messe Beiricbs- ■ 
04M rn 21 . Kla S cnfun i P.O. Box 220, telephone, 

MuVr 5 \rcu/o Sl wi11, for toe first time, organise AMUS , 
nf U £ C I^ WS KLAGENFURT. Wholesalers and retailed 
acoustic and electronic music instruments, instrument 
makers; non-profit organisations, etc. will be the exhibitors,, 
in.utni* i IOn * sp ^- laJ exhibitions will be organised on the w> ,■ 
a] L,ghl stage and equipment for profession’ 

AVklr stud !? s : ?* we ll as film, video and broadcast land : 
' an audio/vidco exhibition. ‘ i . 
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Business 
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TN: Tender Number; TD: Price 
of Tender Documents; BB: val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 
DD: Date Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins; SB: Deadline for 
Submission of Bids; BO: Date 
Bids are Opened. 

. Ministry of Agriculture, TN: 
1790, construction of an earth 
dam in Ruweished (Hammud 
Basin Project), TD: JD 50, SB: 
31/5/1990. 

. Jordanian Armed Forces/ 
Army's Purchase Directorate, 
supply of 15,000 kgs of Jute rope 
and 100 tons of raw wool, (2 
tenders), SB: 18/6/1990 and 4/6/ 
1990 respectively. 

• General Supplies Dept, TN: 
118/90, basic materials for 
printing, TD: JD 15, SB; 11/6/ 
1990; TN: 169/90, stationery 
and envelopes, TD: JD 10, SB: 
12/6/1990; TN: 176/90, comput¬ 
ers and accessories, TD: JD 15, 
SB: 12/6/1990; TN: 184/90, mu¬ 
sical instruments, TD: JD 5, SB: 
16/6/1990. 

• Royal Medical Services, surgi¬ 
cal gloves, catheters, disposable 
syringes and anesthetic, TD: JD 
20, SB: 5/7/1990. 

• industrial Commercial Agri¬ 
cultural Co, TN: 6/90, 300 tons 
of top white beef tallow, TD: JD 


10; 1N: 7/90, 75 tons of grade 
one coconut oil for soap, TD: JD 
5, SB: 30/5/1990 (ail). 

- Civil Service Consumer Or¬ 
ganisation, TN: 121/90, 200,000 
to 250,000 cans of luncheon 
meat; TN: 122/90, 200,000 to 
250,000 cans of tuna/oil; TN : 
123/90, 200,000 to 225,000 cans 
of whole green beans; TN: 124/ 
90, 80,000 to 100,000 cans or 
diced green beans; TN: 125/90, 
100,000 to 150,000 Jars of straw¬ 
berry Jam, 50,000 to 75,000 jars 
of cherry Jam, 50,000 to 75,000 
jars of prune jam; TN: 126/90, 
6,000 to 12,000 units of baby 
regular and plastic underwear. 
TD: JD 5 (each), SB: 9/6/1990 
(all). 

- Ministry of Public Works, TN: 
16/90, to complete construction 
of sports hall in Salt; TN: 17/ 
90, to complete construction of 
sports hall in Tla'a Al All, TD: 
JD 100 (each), SB: 16/6/1900 
(all). 

* Public Security Air command, 
TD: JD 20, SB: 9/6/1990. 

- Ministry of Public Works, 
TN> 23/90, setting up the Infra¬ 
structure at Aqaba professional 
district, TD: JD 100, SB: 9/6/ 
1990. 

- University of .1 ordan/College 
of Dentistry, TN: 14/90, medical 


Moroeeo and 
reschedulings, an 


WITH THE approval of a debt 
rescheduling agreement an¬ 
nounced in April between Mo¬ 
rocco and its main foreign credi¬ 
tor banks, the country could 
become the first Arab nation to 
have us debt burden lowered as 
envisaged under the United 
Slates Brady Plan. 

The agreement, in which the 
French and American govern¬ 
ments reportedly took a strong 
interest, was preceded by a year 
of negotiations led by the 
Banquc Nationale de Paris and 
Citibank of the US. 

The accord firsi stipulates a re¬ 
scheduling of about $ 3.2 billion 
of medium-term debt, with the 
gWB ra lc on it reduced to 13/ 
lorn of a percentage point over 
money market rates, back-dated 
to the beginning of last year. 
(The current average is l and 3/ 
Bin of a point over the money 
markcirate). 

Roughly 86 per cent of the me- 
oium-term debt will be resched¬ 
uled over 20 years, with a ten- 
year grace period before princi¬ 
pal payments arc due. The re- 
maming 14 pcr ccnt W ||| b c re _ 
scheduled over 15 years will) a 
icn-ycar grace period. 

This rescheduling represents 
c hmc that such an agrcc- 
l er J) been reached with Lite 
janics before an economic pack- 
vfn, c lL ^Jho totcmational Mone- 

Fund (IMF) has been agreed 

such a package 
S^es the green light in terms of 

sJW commitment 10 re- 
JJJ PQlieiei and its credit 
t-:Jv‘ ncss - The accord, then, is 

^0 to r C p rescnl ^ banks , c(jn _ 

jjj® Moroccan govem- 
p m handling of its debts. 
ihrJ 10Win 8 dm rescheduling, a 

iSSSSSK: 

* OHc-year standby agree- 
ic » d sel rancrocconom- 
toehS? u 0r toe country over 

onger three-year period, thus 

3i may 1990 





disposables, TD: JD 10, SB: 11 / 
6/1990. 

• General Supplies Dept, 140/90, 
spare parts for medical Instru¬ 
ments, TD: JD 10, SB: 23/6/ 
1990; TD: 162/90, fertilizers and 
agricultural equipment, TD: JD 
25, SB: 16/6/1990; TN: 170/90, 
plastic bags, cards and fence, 
TD: JD 10, SB: 9/6/1990; TN; 
173/90, stationery, TD: JD 10, 
SB: 11/6/1990; 175/90, Dental 
Units, TD: .ID 25, SB: 12/6/ 
1990; TN: 185/90, Computers, 
printers and stencil machines, 
TD: JD 10, SB: 9/6/1990. 

• Jordan Cement Factories Co, 
grate plates for cement mills, 
TD: JD 10, SB: 24/6/1990. 

■ Jordan Phosphate Mines Co, 
TN: 14F/90, air conditioner 
(heating/coolins), TD: JD IS; 
TN: 15F/90, 6 " pipes, TD: JD 
40, SB: 23/6/1990 (all). 

■ Arab Potash Co, TN: 26/90, 
fuel oil additive with flushing 
pump and circulation pump (di¬ 
aphragm), TD: .11) IS, SB: 9/7/ 
1990; TN: 27/90, ductile 
strength low alloy steel cortex A 
plate and low hydrogen W. elec¬ 
trodes, TD: JD 10, SB: 10/7/ 
1990: TN: 28/90, Monel 400 
plates and bars, TD: .ID 10, Sli: 
8/7/1990. 

• Jordanian Armed Forces/ 


King Hasson of Morocco 

encouraging a more stable and 
consistent commitment to eco¬ 
nomic reforms. Once an EFF 
plan is in place, the way would 
be paved for a debt-reduction 
agreement, following the out¬ 
lines of the Brady Plan. This 
would be undertaken with the 
help of resources from the IMF, 
the World Bank and official 
sources, probably including the 
government of France. 

Pending agreement then, a va¬ 
riety of options will reportedly 
be part of the debt reduction 
plan. A debt buy-back agreement 
is one possibility, the terms of 
which would be set by the Mo¬ 
roccan government. An ^ ex¬ 
change of debt for concessional 
bonds is also listed as an opiion. 
In this case, the 86 per cent or 
the medium-term debt would be 
exchangeable into 20 -year bonds 
carrying a fixed interest rate of 0 
and 5 / 8 th per cent for six years - 
extendable to eight years - re¬ 
turning to a floating 13/16th per 
cent margin thereafter. The> Fj 
per cent portion of the debt 
would be convertible into 10 - 
year bonds with four years 
grace, carrying a fixed <5 and 3/4 
per cent interest rate throughout 
The banks will also have the op¬ 
portunity to extend, new .loans 
equivalent to 15 per cent of their 


existing exposure. 

The accord reflects both ilu* 
needs arising from the cmmiry’s 
economic pcrlormunce in 1989 
and die approval of the lending 
institutions with Rabat's eco¬ 
nomic management.. 

Foreign trade has been liberal¬ 
ised, with less than 10 per cent 
of imports now requiring licens¬ 
es, as compared to 70 per cent in 
1983. Most foreign exchange 
controls have also been eliminat¬ 
ed. Consequently, net foreign in¬ 
vestment nearly doubled in the 
last five years of the decade. 
Morocco is now a member of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). Morocco's 
Stock Exchange, the Bourse dcs 
Valeurs, has recently been 
opened to foreign investors as 
well. , _ . 

The state budget deficit was 
cut from 12 per cent of gross do¬ 
mestic product (GDP) in 1983 to 
an estimated 4.5 per cent in 
1989. From 1983 to 1990, state 
subsidies for staple foods were 
halved. Inflation was kept al a 
low rate, though the 1988 figure 
of 2.3 per cent was probably 
skewed oy subsidies. Gross do¬ 
mestic- production (GDP) rose by 
an impressive 10.4 per cent in 
1988. 

Despite these encouraging 
signs, the economy remains vul¬ 
nerable. The country is still 
heavily dependent upon phos¬ 
phate exports, making trade dis¬ 
putes in this sector potentially 
quite damaging. U also relies 
heavily on its trade with France. 
In addition, Morocco is highly 
dependent upon the value of the 
dollar, energy prices, tourism 
and remittances from workers 
abroad - all of which are largely 
out of government control. The 
public sector continues to be 
bloated and inefficient as well, 
adding to strains on the siage 

budget. ; . 

The downturn in, economic 
performance in 1989 illustrates 
these continuing vulnerabilities. 


‘I'enders Committee, high ten¬ 
sion cables, TD: JD 5, SB: 6/6/ 
1990. 

■ Jordanian Armed Royal 
Maintenance Crops, 1,000 bat¬ 
teries (12V), TD: JD 20, SB: 17/ 
6/1990. 

■ Jorduniun Armed Forces/ 
Purchase Dept, TN: 14/90, 
tyres, TD: JD 10, SB: 14/6/1990. 

• Ministry of Public Works, TN: 
26/90, to construct a school in 
Na'ur, TD: JD 100; TN: 27/90, 
to complete school in Uni 
Allyeh/Salt, TD: JD 50, Sli: 16/ 
6/1990 (all). 

• Royal Jordanian Corps of En¬ 
gineers, TN: HT/M3/42/90, 
6,000 steel pipes glass BM; TN: 
HT/M3/43/90, sanitary wure; 
TN: HT/M3/45/90, 10,000 plas¬ 
tic pipes and 100 kgs of glue, 
TD: JD 5 (all), SB: 29/5/1990 
(all). 

- Ministry of Public Works, TN: 
18/90, construe (ion fo u l.o- 
Iane road, Tl): JD 700, SB: 30/ 
6/1990; TN: 25/90, construction 
of school in Smil/Kerak, 'I'D: J1) 
50. SB; 9/6/1990; 16/90. 

- Jordan Phosphate Mines Co, 
TN: 16/.F/90, , construct hous¬ 
ing units in Al Hassu mid Al 
Ahiud Mines, TD: JD 125, SB: 
16/6/1990. 


A pricing dispute with India, 
Morocco's laigcst market f«»r 
phosphates, cost the eountiy an 
cMimnleil S25t)-S-|l)t) mil linn 
when India refused In buy the 
expected exports. Combined 
with rising energy prices and a 
rise in the dirham which resulted 
in a 17 per cent increase in im¬ 
ports, and an increase of only 5 
per cent in tourism receipts and 
remittances. Morocco saw ils 
trade deficit in 1989 doubled to 
over S2 billion. The- government 
deficit also increased in 1989, to 
5.7 per cent of GDP, 1.3 per cent 
ever previous forecasts. Contrib¬ 
uting to the government deficit 
was an increase in civil servants' 
salaries and a slower growth in 
tax receipts, from 27 per cent in 
1988 to 14 per cent in 1989. 

Faced with these declining ec¬ 
onomic indicators, King Hassan 
11 announced the implementation 
of an austerity package in 
March. However, in ft later state¬ 
ment, it was asserted that subsi¬ 
dies for staple food items would 
remain unchanged and no new 
taxes would be introduced. The 
IMF has reportedly indicated 
that iL wants Morocco to bring 
ils expected government deficit 
for 1990 down from roughly 6.5 
pier cent to 3.5 per cent. Tradi¬ 
tionally, this means a cut in sub¬ 
sidies, as well as cuts in the typi¬ 
cally padded public sector. 

At present, Morocco has alrout 
a S21 billion debt. Roughly 80 
per cent of this figure is official 
debt, and thus benefits from the 
usually concessional terms stipu¬ 
lated by governments. Western 
governments hold the bulk of (he 
official debt, and agreed in Octo¬ 
ber 1988 to the fourth reschedul¬ 
ing of Morocco's pre-1983 debts. 
It is believed that Morocco will 
be seeking another rescheduling 
of this debt. Commercial debt, 
accounting for the remaining 20 
per cent of the $21 billion, is (he 
subject of the current reschedul¬ 
ing agreement >*juh the banks. 

. MidEastReport. 


Europe to 
remain open to 
local 

products after 
Single Market 

Continued from page 5 

following five years, should 
have a budget provision of ECU 
1.425 billion from the commis¬ 
sion’s budget. In addition to this 
the commission his proposed 
that another ECU 420 million be 
allocated outside the protocol 
bringing to ml budgetary alloca¬ 
tions to ECU 1.845. Another 
ECU 1.4 billion will be allocated 
from the EIB’s budget. 

"It is hoped Uiat the LIB will 
provide an additional fund to the 
Umc of ECU 3.5 billion lo be 
used for loans lo the Mediterra¬ 
nean countries," Mr Falkowski 
said. This will bring total funds 
available as loans from the hank 
for that period to ECU 4.9 bil¬ 
lion. Jordan will bo one of the 
countries which can make use of 
these facilities under llie Fourth 
Frolucol. The commission's pro¬ 
posals, which are expected to he 
adopted by the EC's Council of 
Ministers in June, "arc in. con¬ 
trast [o rumours flint utir focus 
will lx: on Eastern Europe," the 
European ambassador said. 

i Ic added that improving eco¬ 
nomic conditions in South and 
Fast Mediterranean countries “ is 
an obligation" by the F-C’ to safe¬ 
guard relations with tlie-.c coun¬ 
tries and to deal with pmbleiiis 
like migrating North African la- 
houivis In Europe. He also dis¬ 
counted lenis that the creation ol 
the Internal Market in Emniv 
will ull'eci the continent's rela¬ 
tions with it.*: neighbours. "In 
fact the Single Market, the unifi¬ 
cation of Germany and the eco¬ 
nomic activity that will follow 
should bring many benefits lo 
Ouro|K , 's trading partners like 
Jordan." Mr Falkowski said. 

The EC has long supported the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Ref¬ 
ugees (UNRNVA) programmes 
by giving financial, medical and 
food aiu. Recently a new EC- 
UNRWA convention was signed 
in Bmsscls for the period 1990- 
1992 by which the Commission 
will allocate ECU 72 million 
(about JD 58 million) for the 
coming three years as a direct fi¬ 
nancial contribution to the agen¬ 
cy's educational activities in Jor¬ 
dan, Lebanon, Syria and the 
occupied territories. 

The EC's food contributions to 
UNRWA are estimated at ECU 
20 million annually. "Between 
1972 and 1989 the community's 
aid to UNRWA was estimated at 
ECU 429 million,'’ said Mr Fal¬ 
kowski. 

In addition to being one of the 
most important sources of fi¬ 
nance to the UN agency's pro¬ 
grammes (accounting for almost 
23 per cent of UNRWA's fund¬ 
ing), lire EC follows a direct and 
indirect aid policy in the occu¬ 
pied areas that is "geared to¬ 
wards improving ihc living con¬ 
ditions or Palestinians os well as 
to help them establish small 
scale productive activities like 
carpentries and dairies." 

The community offers, 
through non-governmental or¬ 
ganisations (NGOs), credit lines 
and grants as part of ils aim to 
establish a revolving fund to 
hplp Palestinian business in lire 
occupied aiftas. In addition to 
(his, there is! the emergency aid 
vyhich is mostly, medical assis¬ 
tance provided to Palestinians in- 
jm'ed during clashes with the Is- 
, rtlclis: _ l ' • 
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Different tone of voice 

THE EMERGENCY Arab summit in Baghdad was convened this week 
amid speculations that its chances for success were limited for a number 
of reasons — the absence of Syria, US pressures and internal differences 
among member states arc only few of these reasons. But those who hoped 
the Arabs would fail in reaching a consensus and taking firm stands in re¬ 
gard to vital issues before them must have been disappointed at the out¬ 
come of the summit. 

It will take sometime to reap the fruits of the Baghdad summit, because 
after all when all the leaders have gone home, the fulfillment of obliga¬ 
tions and commitments becomes n matter of moral duly and personal con¬ 
viction, nothing more. 

His Majesty King Hussein's speech before the Arab leaders on Monday 
was more than frank and direct. The tone and substance of the Kings 
words were bold. The King pul forward what he saw as the challenges 
and dangers to the Arab Order as posed by the unchecked flow of Jewish 
immigrants into Palestine, Israel's barbaric repression of the Palestinian 
Intifada, its rejection of peace offers and its unbashful threats to Jordan, 
and the Western onslaught against Iraq's legitimate right to acquire tech¬ 
nology and beef up its defences. 

But the most important point in the King's speech was not only his call 
for immediate ana committed support to Jordan, but also his stress that 
the Arabs ore threatened by one common enemy. Jordan's legitimate 
needs are not a question of providing the Kingdom with sufficient means 
to defend itself against Israeli aggression, but arc an extension of the de¬ 
fence needs of Lhc whole Arabs against an "erupting volcano." 

Jordan's security is part and parcel of the security of all-Arabs, whether 
rich or poor, on the frontline or on the periphery of the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict. Therefore, Jordan's commitment to Arab security should not become 
a burden on its stability and survival, but an exercise in solidarity and 
steadfastness. 

What brings the Arabs together today and at this crucial stage of their 
stmgglc against Israeli colonialism in tliis pan of the world are not the 
rhetorical common denominators of history, tynship, religion, language 
and aspirations. It is common destiny, whether some like it or not. Israel 
has shown to all that it docs not seek to uproot the Palestinian people 
only, nor is it going to be satisfied with weakening and overrunning Jor¬ 
dan, but its aims and ambitions go much farther. It has attacked Iraq and 
allied itself with its enemies invaded Lebanon and is still occupying great 
chunks of its south, has allied ilsclT with Ethiopia to upset the stability of 
South Sudan, Somalia and the southern rims of the Red Sea. Israel's survi¬ 
val depends on its continued ability to weaken the Arabs and expand ter¬ 
ritorially to satisfy its hunger for land, water and natural resources. 

Any commitments made at the Baghdad summit will mean little if they 
are not the outcome of a firm conviction of the common destiny of the Ar¬ 
abs. Defending Arab rights and their future is not limited to King Husse¬ 
in and President Saddam Hussein. It is the raison d'etre of all Arab lead¬ 
ers, and their people, from Morocco to Oman and from Damascus to 
Sanaa. 

And while diplomacy is a key to our relations with the rest of the world 
~-out of the Arab world's desire for peace, stability and co-operation with 
others—it should not become a stale weapon interpreted by others as a 
sign of weakness and disunity. 

The message of Baghdad should be clear to those who have underesti¬ 
mated the Arabs for so long. Arab security interests are more than legiti¬ 
mate and will have to be met at any cost. And when the two superpower 
leaders meet in Washington this weekend to discuss "the bare-bone essen¬ 
tials," they would probably notice that the tone of voice echoing from 
Baghdad this time is different and they would have to listen. 
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Sudan - facing famine and fragmentation 

B aa es 

specialto Th Star mainly Arab and Muslim by tradition cm- 


Special to The Star 

LONDON - IN 1928, 250,000 people 
were estimated to have died of hunger 
caused by war and drought in Sudan. Af¬ 
rica's largest country is no stranger to the 
adversities of nature. Periodic cycles of 
drought, famine, flood and pestilence 
have wreaked havoc on the nation. Now 
the country faces the prospect of wide¬ 
spread famine once more - due largely to 
the escalation in the civil war and the ob¬ 
struction of the ruling regime. 

International aid, on which the popula¬ 
tion depends - especially in ihe form of 
food supplies ana medical aid - is being 
hampered by govern¬ 
ment restrictions. 

Work permits and 
travel permits to the 
interior of the country 
have been denied to 
aid workers, food con¬ 
trol has been put in 
the hands of military 
commanders in place 
of local relief commit¬ 
tees in conjunction 
with Western aid 
workers. In addition 
aid agencies have 
been withdrawing vol¬ 
unteers for their own 
safety due to the in¬ 
creasingly acrimoni¬ 
ous civil war. 

In the escalating 
hostilities the govern¬ 
ment troops are led by 


the county, and probably the same pro¬ 
portion of the population. This areau 
mainly Arab and Muslim by tradition an- 
trasting sharply with the South. 

"This division has, from time imroe® 
rial bedevilled the history of the Sudan 
and despite nearly two hundred yean of 
varying attempts to unify the whole area 
little progress has been made; it war net 
an entity, neither ethnically or geographi¬ 
cally. Its people were as complex as in 
boundaries were vague. Some su hundred 
separate tribes, with no common lan¬ 
guage, no common identity, and no com¬ 
mon culture inhabited this vast territory 
which for centuries had been left virtuaBy 
undisturbed." 

Gen. Kitchew, [ 
the British office/ I 
who led a military 
expedition to re¬ 
conquer the Su¬ 
dan tor the British 
and Egyptians ia 
1898, was respon¬ 
sible, says Then- 
as, for the deci¬ 
sion to convert 
Southern Sudan b 
C hristianity, 
while the Non® 
remained Muslim 
It has had ajft 
petually divisive 
effect. One of ik \ 
major JWWj 
confronting J* 
administration 
always .been g 
integration of® f 
South into 



Gen Omar Hassan Ei Beshir, who seized participation in government," he adds. 

f a military Wtaover in June The second military dictatorship w* 
1989, die fourth successful military coup history of independent Sudan cam® “ 
■Eg die country became independent in 1969 when Col. Numeiri seized JJJJ 
iqm i. tKKS government since Thomas describes him as an arbitrary*® 
1983 is die rebel Sudan Peopel’s Libera- rudilcss dictator. This ume raflW 1 J 

inn irrmi fQDT A\ _iuuhww uiww™. _ .J f 


a i-r-— rudilcss dictator. This ume mJinwj 

uon Army (SPLA), which is striving for was to last for 16 years and Thon®£ 
the repeal of Islamic Sharia law, which ports how it was to bring the once W 
was introduced in 1983, and is unaccept- ant rcladvely efficient, and , 
able to the animist Christian south of the supporting country to the abyss or 
JF?- SPLA J 13 also fighting destruction and humiliation., . . 
against what it regards as the political After Numeiri's downfall in 1985 . * i 
Mid economic domination of the south by the turn of civilian rule - agamtt. ^ 
the more developed and prosperous mountable odds. Numeneis ^nwjj; J 

icitrl^n^ Sul ^? throu g h d 'P lorrmt - WfMy des^al'fcw^ole fabric of»* 
ic service, Graham Thomas nas penned a ty and the country's economic 51 
personal history of the country. Begin- was desperate. . 

19 &- 1 QRS- rZ {^dependence, "Sudan Thomas asserts that the 
lie?* a Dream >" pub- ture must see the resolution of jjc j- 

TSmn^i,S arf f Publish S rs - Liniile< *' is problems which arMnter^i^^ 

of W* during four dec- most insuperable. "These, « ga#- 
,0Se ft ‘Sudan. the settlement of the 
fromthJ niffu S ecQIt ! tn 8 independent an economic reconstruction for ■ jjj ,$£ 

B o n 5 sh r E ? r P Uan condominium country - north and south- J 
regime nese do not find a unity 

me country has known little stability, ration. 


I enjoy reading your paper every week, particularly the economic and business pages 
High professionalism and accuracy arc among the things I like most about The Star 
which is why I was disappointed when your otherwise excellent "Business Notes" of 
last week described consultants Short and Crulckshank os "American". In fact they arc 
citizens of Ireland and the UK respectively. I realise we all look the same to you but 
please try to get your nationalities right next time. ' 

B. O' Fletcher, 
Amman. 


■Dramas' study of events during four dec¬ 
ades of close association with Sudan 

n Ji? r u S econ ) in g independent 
Bntish-Egypuan condominium 
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the country has known little stability; 
Discussing the Sudanese heritage. Thom- 

North ’ arid, wd almost 
without rain, covers almost two thirds of 


SUDAN 1950-1985: 
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Opinion 


Vocational Training and Jordanisation of Jobs 


By Nadia Takriti Kamal UmU ^Mnof guest workers in students of vocational iraining. A commu- 

According to the 1987 survey of Health, by Jordantau^afperiod 3 oh&\S?« n !‘ y 1 colIe «® C0l f ,d be transform to a tech- 
Nutrition, Manpower, and Poverty in Jon Whitethe KonisKSve^S,^ me ? s voca ’ 

„ H-jjgBggg: as S 3 


rr^nlv l io.n or a o . ^ 

Orr, 1 rOorriiior and" 

have vocational ed- H 

ucation which im- rHI 
plies that people in II 

this category are 
largely employed or 

(hat they are a small I 

proportion anyway. . '> i | : 

graduates comprise 
*1.8 per cent while 
11.4 per cent have university degrees. 

There is a lack in proper balance be¬ 
tween vocational and academic education 
to provide for market needs of labour. Vo¬ 
cational training and education have al¬ 
most 30 per cent of total student enroll¬ 
ment in secondary education only. 

Yet Jordan has more than 175,000 for¬ 
eign workers—mostly semi-skilled and 
unskilled, At the same lime we have new 
unemployed labour force entrants annual¬ 
ly. Therefore, unemployment is mainly a 
result of insufficient demand on labour al¬ 
though structural factors have a significant 
contribution, 

In the cleaning services, for example, an 
estimated 44,000 jobs are manned by for¬ 
eigners while another 6000 foreigners 
work in bakeries. The majority of work¬ 
ers in the areas of agriculture, construc- 
Uo . n , catering, carpentry, gas stations, re- 
and maintenance and dying are 
predominandy foreign. The Ministry of 
Ubour has declared a tentative plan to 


m 




work. Also adjustments to the labour law 
are required lo make employers opt for 
Jordanian workers. 

To seriously fight unemployment in the 
context of promoting vocational iraining, 
the following considerations arc essential: 

(1) Supporting the Vocational Training 
Corp. (VTC) by allocating a reasonable 
budget to facilitate its activities, enable it 
to obtain material and equipment require¬ 
ments and to recruit and motivate distin¬ 
guished and experienced trainers and in¬ 
structors. This would make ii possible to 
offer adequate and intensive short-term 
and intermediate courses to train people 
for existing jobs currently occupied by 
foreigners. 

(2) Vocational education under the Min¬ 
istry of Education must be geared towards 
more pragmatic skill building. The current 
set up of apprenticeship is inadequate. It 
could be reviewed to open up employment 
opportunities. 

(3) Open access to higher education for 


before opening new private academic 
ones. 

(4) A strategic planning system needs to 

___ be introduced to de- 

.• “1 lermine enrollments, 

i, skill levels, training 

needs for each type 
„ worker within each 

^ vocational speciality 

III area, to help VTC de- 

||f termine better focus 

f f j for its programmes. 

(5) The military 
service obligation is 
detaching vocational 

" students from the la- 

||Br^ . bour market and re- 

Ilf 1 V ‘ ducing their profi- 
!T US cicncy to join it after 

• / U two years, thus aggra- 

H voting unemployment 

R in this group. 

(6) A rigorous mc- 

MKKKmm dia campaign must be 

• •5 - launched nationwide 

to expose supply ver- 
sus demand imbal¬ 
ance in the labour 
market; and to praise the real value of vo¬ 
cational training to society us well ns to 
individuals themselves. Another objective 
is to change current unfavourable attitudes 
to female enrollment in vocational train¬ 
ing other than typing and secretarial 
courses but in areas where there is high 
demand like catering and agriculture. 

(7) A key factor that would speed 
change and make a major impact is a re¬ 
vised labour law. A more comprehensive 
and bcuer enforceable labour law can 
make room for thousands of jobs for Jor¬ 
danians. Strict monitoring of work per¬ 
mits, workhours, overtime pay and social 
security will make the employer think 
twice about who to choose to employ. 

These are some highlights on the way a 
to better utilisation of our human resourc¬ 
es. Perhaps it is time to give this topic the 
attention it deserves and to properly inves¬ 
tigate implications and requirements of a 
change in our labour policy and adapta¬ 
tions in our educational system. 


Strategies for a world hurtling on 


The exquisite uncertainty 
the world is passing 
through has produced 
much euphoria, hut it can 
be extraordinarily 
dangerous. 

BySajld Rlzvi 
Special Jo The Star 

rS!? 00 ? ~~ Anyone who attempts to 
jfwuci the future in the present climate 
geitwg laughed out of the room. The. 
JJKUUts and other professionals who run 
. “° n International Institute for 
fcgic Studies (IlSS) therefore! have 
cn extra care this year not to gaze tod 
J or too hard at the crystal ball.. 
iJisf? caution k beat summarised by a 


ing those trouble spots out usually was 
straightforward (with notable exceptions 
such as Lebanon). The fortunes of surro¬ 
gates sagged or soared in routing reflec¬ 
tions of tnterpower politics. Causes could 
be labelled (rightly or wrongly); factions 
singled out for praise or epithets and 
weapons sources speculated upon and hy¬ 
potheses built. 

Now it has all become vague, inconclu¬ 
sive and apparently very dangerous. Most 
conflicts which began before Gorbachev 
unbotded perestroika and before Reagan/ 
Bush cheerly hopped under its welcoming 
shadow are still raging and new ones have- 
erupted in that continent of 45-year stabil¬ 
ity and plenty, Europe, 
enced events and affected multitudes of - The conflicts where the superpowers 
others through millenia and succeeded by were seen to be in charge arc rolling on 
other individuals with similar claims on even though the respectivei nvals insist 
hkrnrv WhEts 1 so ndw about Corby's they are no longer involved or interested, 
.hjstoy. -.Whits s° 7 • ^ ^ * thick'wlth talk of nuclear disar- 

^othink' i3 the honest answer, and lit mamem but the stockpiles are intact. The' 




- V v« w,uuon is pest summansed by a • triov?. , • .me tur w uui» wim mi* u« uuu«u uiku- 

L observation accompanying ■ 1 •Nothing' is the honest, answer, and'it mamenibut thoslockpilesare intact. The 

Of the institute's "Suategic Vj«aves unresolved the question: What is it powera t^at now feign non-fovolvemeni or 
^1989-9°," which is that "the oSly . tktik BSS5.Min die WoHd7;Snch distattmt m the ^-called regional da -. 

1S that uncertainty will remain. 1 exquisite unpredictability, aside! .from pules have not ceased being capable ofex-- 
"‘Jdomtnam feature." , • bearing poAy dire consequences for. 

Oje cannot recall a year when tiling * m 

Jj} as-foreseen, or uredicted; of course.' Ha?not be^riknown for some time.-And,it vthe 


BY YACOUB JABER 

Stop the influx 

ISRAELI OFFICIALS have re¬ 
cently begun to reveal the estimat¬ 
ed numbers of Soviet Jews immi¬ 
grating lo Israel despite on earlier 
blackout on such revelations. The 
latest estimate has been put at 
20,000 immigrants each month, 
starting this summer. 

In lew years, the number of 
newcomers coming for settlement 
in Israel and (he occupied Arab 
territories will rise to millions, 
providing Israel with enormous 
manpower, and muking a pence 
set [lenient very herd to reach, 
thus making way for new wnrs in 
the Middle East. 

Most of the immigrants will cer¬ 
tainly settle in the Palestinian ter¬ 
ritories occupied since 1967, u 
land which Palestinians need to 
set up a state of their own. There 
will be no room for such a stale 
unless the influx is stopped or 
curbed. 

The prospect for peace in the re¬ 
gion will diminish and finally dis¬ 
appear as a rcsulL of Israel’s insis¬ 
tence on creating "Greater Israel" 
which encompasses all of Pales¬ 
tine. Israel then might even look 
beyond such borders for more 
land and waters, Ttic future is in¬ 
deed bleak and hazardous and ur¬ 
gent steps need to be taken now to 
contain lhc repercussions or the 
Soviet Jewish emigration. 

It has been reported that the is¬ 
sue of Jewish emigration has been 
listed as a topic on the agenda of 
the summit conference of US 
President George Bush and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. The 
Soviet Union's position is already 
known: The Kremlin wants the 
United States to open its gates to 
Jewish emigrants. This may help 
a little if the Americans respond 
favourably to this request. But it 
will not avert the long-term dan¬ 
gers. 

The Soviets are certainly aware 
of these dangers but they are re¬ 
luctant to act. They argue that in 
the new era of openness, they can¬ 
not prevent people from leaving if 
they wish to do so. This is an ar¬ 
gument that can easily be refuted. 

The Jewish emigration is not a 
human right issue any more. It 
represents a serious encroachment 
on the human rights of (he Pales¬ 
tinian people, and the Soviet Un¬ 
ion is morally and politically re¬ 
sponsible for such encroachment. 

Il would be wise for the Soviet 
Union, in service of world peace, 
to declare that its doors will be 
wide open for the Jews to leave to 
Israel after a peace settlement in 
the Middle East.is reached,.a set . 
dement that in the first place j*< - 
volves respect of the human rigb 
of the indigenous people of Pah ■ 
line. Human rights, after all, i- 
global i&ue andJoot merely a J« 
ish one aqd ft nqCds to bo con . 
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Lebanese TV's mindless war of words 



Out of the 
Zionist grip 

THE OFFICIAL Israeli bru¬ 
tal aggression on the Pales¬ 
tinians in the occupied terri¬ 
tories in the wake of Black 
Sunday's massacre proves 
again beyond any doubt that 
the Zionist state is not fit to 
control the Tate of those 
people. According to Arti¬ 
cle four of the Geneva Con¬ 
vention, an occupying pow¬ 
er should shoulder ilic 
responsibility of protecting 
the people who live under 
its occupation. Israel's beha¬ 
viour should make it clear 
to the whole world that Is¬ 
rael is the last power in Lhc 
world that should be en¬ 
trusted with protecting the 
Palestinians. 

The UN Security Council 
session on Palestine should 
coinc out with clear recom¬ 
mendation on tlie issue of 
granting Palestinians under 
occupation an international 
umbrella of protection until 
the overall issue of Israel's 
withdrawal from the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza is 
settled. 

It is because of this urgen¬ 
cy that die world received 
with great optimism die re¬ 
marks of the US Secretary 
of Slate Mr James Baker 
prior to the UN Security 
Council session in Genevn 
that the US was willing to 
look into the possibility of 
discussing the issue of send¬ 
ing a permanent UN observ¬ 
er team to the occupied ter¬ 
ritories. 

Bui, no sooner had die ac¬ 
tual discussion began than 
the US shifted its position, 
caving in under Zionist 
pressure and denying alto¬ 
gether that Mr Baker ever 
mentioned such an idea. 
The world should work to¬ 
gether to awaken the sleep¬ 
ing American giant, and to 
save the American free will 
out of the Zionist grip. It is 
sad indeed to witness the in¬ 
consistent American posi¬ 
tion concerning the Middle 
East situation. 

America's initial position 
explained by Mr Baker was 
received with hope and ad¬ 
miration because it marked 
a departurc from the often 
repeated position of blind 
support for Israel no matter 
how it behaved. It was also 
an important position be¬ 
cause it brought to the lime¬ 
light the whole issue of Is¬ 
rael's incapability of acting 
as protector for the Arab 
people under its occupation. 

It was also a clear admis¬ 
sion on the part of the Unit¬ 
ed Suites thru the status qua 
in die occupied territories 
should not dc allowed to 
continue. The world should 
intervene to alleviate the 
suffering of the Palestinian 
people. 

Regrettably, America's 
determinntion Lo live up to 
its moral responsibility was 
short-lived. Before discuss¬ 
ing the protection of Pales¬ 
tinians, we have to free the 
will or the United States 

I from Zionist domination. It 
is a matter of priorities . 
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By Mounir Abboud 
Spcical 10 The Star 

BEIRUT — Lebanon's Christian 
warring factions have taken their 
conflict to every home by using 
television screens for an acrimo¬ 
nious war of words. Viewers 
have been told by rival stations, 
for example, that the Lebanese 
Forces militia commander Dr 
Samir Geagea and opposition 
Christian army 

Michel Aoun 
were each suf- 

menial and ner- g HMaa ^^ 
vous disorders. reiliilllL—" 

year old Dr Gea- | I 

sea had not ^ H 


The fighting in East Beirut between Christian 
factions has spread to the respective TV 
stations. A war of words broadcast by 
Christian militia and rival army factions is 
the latest escalation in the conflict. 

JlfL 







been seen or w 

heard in public 
for several days. "We have leami 
from reliable sources that Gea¬ 
gea has been sent to a mental in¬ 
stitution after suffering a ner¬ 
vous breakdown," an excited 
announcer on Gen. Aoun's Chan¬ 
nel S television station reported. 
But the Lebanese Broadcasting 
Corp. (LBC) operated by the 
Lebanese Forces militia, quickly 
refuted the report with a brief in¬ 
terview with Geagea as he 
shared dinner with his followers 
at a militia base. The reason lie 
had drup|>cd out of sight was be¬ 
cause he was touring the posi¬ 
tions of his forces in the moun¬ 
tains northeast of Beirut. Geagea 
snapped: "I said it before and I 
say it now, Aoun is a big liar." 

Later in the day LBC led its 
evening news bulletin with the 
anchorman asking: "Who is the 
crazy man?" and followed up the 
question with a report purporting 
to show that 54-year-old Gen. 
Aoun had had nervous break¬ 
downs on two occasions during 
his long career as an army offi¬ 
cer. 

Aoun and Geagea have for the 
past three months been locked in 
a bitter and bloody feud for con¬ 
trol of 800 sq km making up the 
Christian enclave, north of Bei¬ 
rut. The inter-Christian violence, 
the worst since the Lebanese civ¬ 
il war broke out 15 years ago, is 
often colled the "mad war" by 
the community's leading politi- 


By Sophia Morolin 
Special to The Star 

LONDON — Another boring 
sob story about Africa? Perhaps. 
But why not if the international 
aid agencies keep making the 
same mistake over and over 
again? In the Sahel their perfor¬ 
mance has been little different 
from the mess left in other parts 
of Africa, where millions are 
now the- victims of widespread 
hunger, dislocation and disease. 

In the Sahel the impact of the 
relief and development agencies' 
policies — or follies — on the 
region's 50 to 60 million people 
hus been considerable because 
tho aid flows arc probably the 
only consistent source of money 
for the region's development. 
But litis impact has also been 
many sided, us a new report by 
the London-based Minority 
Rights Group (MRG) reveals. 

"Increased aid has led not 
only, or merely, to increased cor¬ 
ruption, but more importantly to 
tho consolidation of the power of 
foreign technocrats," says the re¬ 
port's author, Nigel Cross, direc¬ 
tor of SOS Sahel International, a 
voluntary organisation wHich is 


cal and spiritual figures. 

Aoun, who controls the 15,000 
strong Christian half of the na¬ 
tional army says there can be no 
dialogue with the militia until 
Geagea is removed from the 
scene. Geagea in turn wants 
Aoun out of the presidential pal¬ 
ace in the Christian suburb 
Baabda where he has been en¬ 
trenched for over 18 months, and 
boasts that despite strenuous ef¬ 
forts Aoun has failed lo dislodge 
10,000 militiamen from two 
thirds of the enclave. 

Salvos from the war of nerves 
arc directed mostly at the two 
leaders. LBC interrupts its rcgu- 
lur programmes to broadcast 
composite films taken from the 
numerous news conference held 
by Aoun. The words uttered by 
Aoun often sound contradictory 
and the LBC caption questions 
the general's credibility. Recent¬ 
ly, a song entitled 'Oh, General' 
has accompanied the LBC foot¬ 
age. In the same way Channel 5 
ridicules Dr Geagea. A film 
shown opens with Geagea rais¬ 
ing his arm holding a flaming 
torch and what follows are 
scenes of blazes igniting residen¬ 
tial areas and public buildings. 

There is also wide publicity 
for the army and militia. On 
Channel 5, the words "The army 
is the protector of the people’* 
are flashed on the screen and sol¬ 
diers are shown bursting out of 


hidden comers to shoot dead a 
grenade-wielding gunman. 
LBCs propaganda depicts steel 
helmeted militiamen loading a 
15-mUlimeter Howitzer gun or 
multi-barrelled rocket launcher, 
with the sound track describing 
"resistance fighters.” 

As one Lebanese press com¬ 
mentator said, "The message 
both sides are giving us is that 
their conflict will be settled only 
by fire and steel, but the people 
have had enough of violence and 
all they want is peace," 

While the gun battles arc 
waged by bearded, often dirty 
looking men, the TV propaganda 
war is launched by beautiful 
young women and well-groomed 
men. Two women, one blond 
and one brunette, join two well- 
dressed anchormen on Channel 5 
to present Aoun's point of view. 
Similarly militia publicity is 
played out by attractive female 
and male announcers. The news 
is always editorialised and the 
nightly bulletins have no lime 
limit — sometimes running be¬ 
tween one and two hours. 

Television has become a main 
instrument in the internecine 
warfare because it offers the 
only entertainment for Lebanese 
who are afraid lo go out after 
dark. When the fighting heats 
up, the antagonists try to knock 
enemy stations off the air. Short¬ 
ly after the inter-Christian clash- 


The aid fiasco in the Sahel 


active in the area. A mutually 
supportive alliance has emerged 
between Sahelian bureaucracies 
and international aid bureaucra¬ 
cies. 

"It is an alliance that does not 
yet appear to have increased the 
effectiveness of cither sector if 
judged in terms of sustained in¬ 
creases in agricultural produc¬ 
tion or from the level of the vil¬ 
lage or pastoral camp," he says 
m the report entitled The Sahel: 
The Peoples' Right to Develop¬ 
ment. * 

For example, Bamako in Mali 
boasts a new aireonditioned fo¬ 
restry department, built with bi¬ 
lateral aid funds, while the rural 
areas of the country still lack ex¬ 
perts or workers who can help 
increase- the forest. The World 
Baijs has acknowledged that 
rmlhons of dollars have been si¬ 
phoned off to private bank ac¬ 
counts outside Africa" while 
common Sahelians still have to 
straggle for basic amenities 

In the Gambia* a British aid 


agency was accused of buying 
up the best talent in the civil ser¬ 
vice, and running a "country 
within a country and abuse of 
funds for expatriate salaries is le¬ 
gion. It costs as much as $70,000 
a year to have one aid official in 
the field, at the expense of the 
recipient country, while it's com¬ 
mon for civil servants and gov¬ 
ernment officials to play one 
agency off another with further 
cost to the aid programme. 

With the total debt of the Sa¬ 
helian region, comprising Burki¬ 
na Faso, Chad, Ethiopia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, So¬ 
malia and Sudan, 2000 per cent 
higher than what it was in 1970, 
annual repayments npw con¬ 
sume more than a third of aid re¬ 
ceipts. , 

Changes in economic, policies, 
forced On the debtors by the ris¬ 
ing debt burden;, have added , to 
. to® , general misery. "Structural 
, Adjustment has undoubtedly . led 
greater inequalities. 1 between' 
the nob-soriich ^nd the pd6V t 
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keep audience entertained u 
lions show re-runs of old fas 
films or mini-series, which c 
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on Aoun or Geagea. Midi 
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Issues 


The moral dilemmas of the Rushdie affair 


n analysis of the 'Satanic Verses’ 


hcajj f ByAIi A Mazrui 

. . , , 

yaui, a writer and a novcl- 

i Kenya, is a good Mus- 
i, like other faithful Mus- 
i sround the world, reacts 
\ indignation to Salman 
ki's novel; 'Satanic Verses'. 
|lii argument about the nov- 
hdthe writer is based on rea- 
tad logic, not emotions. In 
tele published in the Third 
^quarterly, Mazrui was able 
m Rushdie's blasphemous 
Burns against Islam and its 
Kt through sensible discus- 
m appeals to the Western 



Burning the 
Satanic Vers¬ 
es in York¬ 
shire: Mus¬ 
lim outrage 
is still bewil¬ 
dering the 
West 
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t suggests that Rushdie's 
jai treason of the Islamic 
tad that the Western world 
hquate such treason with 
ktaion to the- state for which 
I punishment can be im- 

m Rushdie has been per- 
d by many Muslims as fac¬ 
ility of cultural treason for 
sj the Satanic verses. They 
&r that Rushdie has not 
(1 rejected or disagreed 
bbm: Almost unanimously 
fa who have read the 
I be concluded that Rush- 
sabused Islam. They were 
Efoutraged by the fact that 
*b*n praised and lavishly 
«1 and financed by enc- 
critics oflslam." 

^ goes on to defend the 
3 is being a holy book con- 
I God's words and not 
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miracles is, quite simply, that it 
is the word of God. 

"In the eyes of Muslims, Sal¬ 
man Rushdie's blasphemy docs 
not lie in his saying that the 
Qu'ran is the work of Muham¬ 
mad, but in his suggestion that it. 
is the work of the Devil. By us¬ 
ing the term "Satanic Verses", he 
refers to more than an alleged in¬ 
cident in the history of Islamic 
revelation. Rushdie suggests that 
Muhammad is incapable of dis¬ 
tinguishing between inspirations 
from the angel and inspiration 
from a devil. Rushdie gives the 
prophet a name which Rushdie 
himself describes as "The Devil's 
synonym: Mahound." 

Rushdie's allegations arc 
worse than suggesting Uiat John 
Miltan did noL write Paradise 
lost. It is worse than alleging 
that whaL Americans take to be 
their constitution consists of bas¬ 
tardised passages inserted by 
mischievous scribes still loyal to 
King George III of England. 

"Americans regard deliberate 
stepping on their flag, or pur¬ 
posefully urinating on the- star- 
spangled banner as sacrilege. 
Each verse of the Qu'ran is like a 
flag to a Muslim. Has Salman 
Rushdie deliberately urinated on 
the Holy Book? Has he defiantly 
defecated on the equivalent of a 
thousand spangled banner?" 

Mazrui harshly criticises Rush¬ 
die for his filthy allegations 
against the prophet’s wives. 
Tney are a prostitution of the 
reputations of twelve innocenL 
and respectable women. And had 
these women been alive Western 
laws would have protected their 
reputalions, but being deceased 
for so long, Western law offers 
no sanctuary. 

'The real equivalent of.com- 

that will have to be made al¬ 
though it recognises that "events 
in the USSR have spun so far 
out of control that there can be 
no certainty of what the country 
will look like when, and if, it fi¬ 
nally stabilises." On a broader 
plane, that holds true of the 
world at large as it blunders 
along. For the changes that 
events in the Soviet Union and 
Europe seem to be triggering 
cannot remain confined lo the • 
continent. Neither can they; be 
easily managed.. 

The Middle East and South 
Asia, not quite; unlike Europe*. 
pre the obvious examples of ; the 
Soviet Union's powemil-yetindl- r 
reel influence on the. cptnse' df ■ 
events; By : letting SoVi^t JewS to 
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partitive blasphemy would be in 
portraying the Virgin Mary as a 
prostitute, and Jesus as the son 
of one of her sexual clients. Also 
comparable- would be any novel 
based on the thesis that the 
twelve apostates were Jesus' ho¬ 
mosexual lovers and the last sup¬ 
per was their sexual orgy. It 
would be interesting to speculate 
which ones of the leading West¬ 
ern writers would inarch in a 
procession in defence of die 
'rights' of such a novelist." 

Censorship is common prac¬ 
tise in the Western world. All 
Western protestations of free¬ 
dom of speech arc contradicted 
daily by censorship on Western 
mass media. 

"In Britain elaborate efforts 
have been made by the Thatcher 
government to stop or discou¬ 
rage journalists from interview¬ 
ing so-called Northern Ireland 
'terrorists'. Margeret Thatcher 
has argued that publicity is the 
oxygen of terrorism, is that dif¬ 
ferent from saying that democra¬ 
cy is the oxygen of terrorism?" 

Books have also been censored 
in Britain. Peter Wright's book 
'Spycatcher' was chased by Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher's government in 
different parts of the common¬ 
wealth in a bid to have iL banned. 

The writer comes in defence of 
Ayoiailah Khomeini's death sen¬ 
tence on Salman Rushdie. It was 
the openness with which the sen¬ 
tence was declared that upset the 
Western world. If Western coun¬ 
tries want to kill somebody in 
another country, it becomes part 
of a covert operation. The cen¬ 
tral intelligence agency or MI5 
may lake the initiative. The Is¬ 
raelis mav fly all the way to Tu¬ 
nis and kill somebody in his bed. 
The writer relates how Israel 

signalled its resignation at the 
Middle East's strategic chess¬ 
board. By withdrawing troops 
from but not quite leaving Af¬ 
ghanistan, it snapped open a 
Pandora’s box of regional, inter¬ 
necine, feudal conflicts. 

If the United States seems to 
get off easily in this accounting 
after the events, it is because 
Washington hasn't undone — : 
just as it hasn't done — anything 
of note in the area. Tho constant 
themes of its policy in the Mid¬ 
dle East or South Asia, even bev 
fore the bow-out by Gorbachev; 1 
were challenged less by Soviet. 
objectives than by the realities 
on ground; the Intifada of the 
Palestinians in .the occupied ier- \ 
riibries,. the' democratisation In 
Paidstan* the- consolidation of 
the indigenous regime in Kabul 
and the change of government in 
India.. 


acted in the case of the Israeli 
nuclear scientist, Vnmmu. The 
Israeli secret service kidnapped 
him abroad and then subjected 
him to a secret trial for treason. 
He was enticed lo Rome by a 
womsui who presented herself as 
an American student, and was 
offered sex at her sister's apart¬ 
ment. Vanunu was given an in¬ 
jection, kidnapped and taken to 
Israel. He was sentenced to 
eighteen years imprisonment for 
treason, espionage and revealing 
slate, secrets. 

But the Iranians have not been 
as sophisticated as the Israelis. 
Otherwise, they would have en¬ 
ticed Salman Rushdie to interna¬ 
tional waters, and then kid¬ 
napped him for a secret trial in 
Tehran. 

Rushdie has been sentenced to 
death in absentia by Ayatollah 
Khomeini. But Rushdie is still 
alive, while causing the death of 
twenty people in the subconti¬ 
nent where he was born. 

Did Rushdie really fail to see 
that what he had written could 
provoke violent demonstrations 
in the Indian subcontinent, or did 
not he care? The writer asks. 

Had the 'Satanic Verses’ been 
published in India, cusuulLy 
numbers would have increased 
tenfold. Part of the price of hav¬ 
ing the world transformed into a 
'global village' is that incitement 
can become translemtorial. The 
west is used lo destabilisation by 
remote control - from incitement 
to collective violence. The USA 
could destabilise Salvador Ai- 
Icnde's Chile, and have the in¬ 
citement confirmed by President 
Ford and Secretary Henry Kis- 
sineer. Mazrui mentions the 
Holy Book of the Qu'ran as the 
target of Salman Rushdie's in- 

Now the events in the troubled 
regions such as the Middle East 
and South Asia are moving for¬ 
ward of their own volition more 
than they have in recent years. 
Should that be n good or bnd 
omen? 

In the institute's advice to 
western statesmen there is much 
food for thought for the regional 
lenders as well, Western states¬ 
men, who face the necessity of' 
bringing into being n now order 
of things, it says, should "mix 
their boldness with considerable 
caution." Il is not a lime to relax, 
for the new challenges are likely 
to require just as much imagina¬ 
tion, dedication and resolute in¬ 
vestment as went into the build¬ 
up" of'ihe. world in the postwar 
■years.: V : ■ r.-. . •• 
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vcctivc. Il was that great book 
which has helped to tum the 
world into a global village. Il is 
the Qu'ran, the triumph of dura¬ 
bility. It's history's most widely 
read book in its original lan¬ 
guage. Every day millions of be¬ 
lievers read or recite it across the 
globe. Every second its words 
are on somebody's lips, some¬ 
where on earth. 

Rushdie's book has Iwcn a le¬ 
thal weapon. The Satanic Verses 
could be the most divisive book 
in world politics since Hiller’s 
Mein Kampf. While Hitler's 
hook was nmi-Jewish. the 'Suuui- 
ic Verses' is anti-Muslim, and 
while Hitler had political aspira¬ 
tions, Rushdie's ambitions seem 
to be basically literary and mer¬ 
cenary. But fundamentally the 
two books are works of aliena¬ 
tion tun! basically divisive in in¬ 
tent und in impact. 

The 'Satanic Verses' may not 
be ns racist as Mein Kumpf, but 
there is an undercurrent of negro- 
phobia in both hooks. The two 
books are also anti-Seine tic, but 
directed at different sections of 
the Seme tic peoples. While Hit¬ 
ter was primarily umi-Jewish, 
there is an undercurrent of anli- 
Arabism in Rushdie. 

Finally, what is behind Mus¬ 
lims' reaction to Rushdie's ’Sa¬ 
tanic Verses'? 

"Westerners have been busy 
looking for motives behind the 
reaction of Muslims: Was Iran's 
reaction due to a battle between 
moderates and hardliners? Was 
Rajiv Ghandi counting the Mus¬ 
lim vote in India? Was Benazir 
Bhutto in Pakistan being under¬ 
mined through Rushdie? West¬ 
ern political speculators are hard¬ 
ly interested in Rushdie's own 
motives. However, Muslims are 
more mystified by Lhc author's 
motives than by those of the 
demonstrations in the streets of 
Dacca or Karachi. Westeners 
find it hard to understand the an¬ 
ger of the demonstrators and the 
government bans. Muslims find 
it hard to understand what they 
regard as the author's treachery. 
And yet was il motive enough 
for cultural treason that the au¬ 
thor was reportedly paid advance 
royalties of over $800,000 to par¬ 
ody Islam? 

The writer concludes by sug¬ 
gesting that Rushdie needs to be 
cursed and noL sentenced to 
death: 

"But when all is said and done, 
Muslims should appeal for the 
death sentence to be lifted from 
Salman Rushdie. If really neces¬ 
sary, the spiritual sentence of a 
curse qadicr than die physical 
sentence would be more appro¬ 
priate. Better still, leave Salman 
Rushdie to Heavcril Yes, ban die 
hate literature if need be, but 
love the author as a fellow hu¬ 
man being. After all, the first 
word ever revealed of the Qu'ran 
was "Road" (Iqra). 

‘Read in the name of your Lord 
who creates men from a clot.. 

It is He who teaches by mean s 
of Hie pen. 

Teaches man what He does riot 
know, 1 .: ■ ...... ,j ;f .. \ 

. Islam is a religion' born out of 
the .imperative to. read! In the 
spirit qf that verse,, Muslims 
should respond by celcbriuiri^ , 
the written word.". .,/ '. : \ . 
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A bee and a fly 


Vl k 


King 

launches 

JD 3.5 
million 
Mercedes 
centre 


• Amman (Star) _ His Majesty King Hussein inaugurated Saturday the new Mercedes-Benz sales and 
service centre at Sahub. 

The centre was established nn a 24,000 square metre plot of land and is comprised of a number of build¬ 
ings including the administration, sales and exhibitions, spare parts service section with an area of 4,800 
square metres which can accommodate 60 cars and 16 medium to heavy commercial vehicles at any one 
lime, body and point section, fully equipped restaurant and training centre 

Mr Nadim Gargour of Gorgour and Fils Co. said the centre had cost around JD 3.5 million. 

Earlier in (he day a seminar of safety on Mercedes-Benz cars was held at Jordan Intercontinental hotel. 

The opening ceremony was attended by HRH Prince Abdullah, Chief of the Royal Court Sharif Zeid 
ben Shaker, HRH Prince Ra'ad ben Zeid, and a large audience of invited guests. 


I WAS picking up some dead leaves few days ago when h 
ceived a real painful sling in my palm. At first I thought iti. 
a piece of glass, or a thorn or a pin that hit me. Bui.iu 
consciously, threw away what I had collected with myK 
hand, I saw a bee! The bee was dying, and the pain in m* 
was getting worse. Still I thought of what I could do toaii 
bee, which produces honey, but the bee had to go. 

For few days I thought of what happened. I also learnedfai 
bee’s life ends when it uses its one and only sting, Hib 
this Kamikaze approach to life, I convinced myself thufe 
has to be a certain divine wisdom behind this phenaam 
When threatened by an imminent danger, the bee hitodae 
protect its own race. 

I for one, will never touch a bee again, unless there wasn' 
kind of assurance that "IT” understood my real intentions! 

Those reflections led me to wonder about other cm-< 
such as flies! 

I never met or heard of a person who liked flies or 
ated their buzzing wings. But let us think, for a mwi 
how many people here in Jordan and all over the world,hi 
from the sheer existence of flies and of many industries 
their fortunes in just inventing ways to exterminate theselii 
creatures." 

There are factories, employing hundreds, may be dra si 
of chemists and others, who do nothing, except dicmfyif 
improving killing pesticides. There arc the cans makers,tier 
work designers, the advertisement agencies who spend J'-,: 
days and nights to come up with a covincing ad. that ihisp.:. 
ular pesticide is the most devastating one, etc. etc... 

Anyhow, we all know that before the invasion of iisk 
technology, there have always been flies, crockroachcia&K 
er annoying small creatures. How did our ancestors cop -: 
them? May be they did not have much choice, except io^ 
fly-buster, or to learn the virtue of sanitation, and may k; 
some cases to puL garbage in some special containers. 

I am still wondering how many other apparently aEf- 
useless creatures there arc in this world, that directly w- 
rectly contribute to the over all welfare of the super cram* 

Salim Art 


• Saying goodbye to Jordan 
next week, but definitely not for 
good, are Lars and Brigitta 
Lonnback, the Swedish ambas¬ 
sador and his wife, after a "stim¬ 
ulating” three and half year term 
in Jordan."We will no doubt 
come back here for visits," as¬ 
sured the Lonnbacks. 

According to Mrs Lonnback, 
the most significant role he 
played during his tenure was 
during the involvement of his 
government in Middle East 
peace negotiations with the 
PLO, and the attempts to stimu¬ 
late the peace process and push 
the concerned parties for dia¬ 
logue." The highlight of Mr 
Lonnback's career in Jordan was 
the royal visit of the King Gus¬ 
tav and Queen Sylvia of Swe¬ 
den to Jordan last year. He was 
also engaged in the several meet¬ 
ings that took place between 
Swedish and Jordanian officials 
on matters relating to trade, cul¬ 
ture and medical expertise. 

At their home in Jabel Amman 
- 200 meters from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs - Mr and Mrs 
Lonnback have always been 
keen on hosting politicians, writ¬ 
ers, artists and ocher young men 
and women both Arabs and 
Swedish, to discuss topics of 
mutual interest and enhance 
cross cultural experiences. 

"One of Ute main roles that our 
small embassy played", says Mr 
Lonnback, "was to bring people 
together to talk and exchange 
views." Listing a few of the liter¬ 
ary gatherings that took place at 
his residence, the most recent of 
which was dedicated to Nujeeb 
Mahfouz the Egyptian Nobel 
prize winner, the Lonnbacks 
16 THE STAR 
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The Lonnbacks at home: Happy Jordan memories 


hosted Jordanian poet Abdul 
Rahim Omer who recited some 
of Mahfouz's works. 

Mrs Lonnback, who is the 
president of the Diplomatic 
Women's Club, says her most 
enjoyable activity here has been 
to host and guide visiting friends 
around Jordan's tourist places 
and explore the unique archaeo¬ 
logical sites. 

During their leisure time the 
Lonnbacks visit exhibitions, 
read, listen to music, and enjoy 
long walks around the neigh¬ 
bourhood. "Spring is magnifi¬ 
cent in this country,” says Mrs 
Lonnbacks, marvelling at Jor¬ 
dan's spring flowers and the va¬ 
riety of beautiful fragrances. 

One of the Lonnbacks' hob¬ 
bies is choir singing. “This is 
something for which the Scandi¬ 
navians are famous." says Mr 
Lonnback, noting that he and his 
wife engage in such activity 
twice a year; on Santa Lucia 
Night, and spring time. This 
year, Mr and Mrs Lonnback 


joined the Scandinavian commu¬ 
nity at the Scandinavian forest 
on 30 April to celebrate spring 
lime. The 200 member Scandi¬ 
navian community lit a bonfire, 
sang, danced and ate, in celebra¬ 
tion of spring rime. 

In July the Lonnbacks are 
moving to Denmark, where Mr 
Lonnback will be appointed as 
minister at the Swedish Embas¬ 
sy. 

The.Star wishes them a happy 
stay at their new post. 

• On the occasion of the 41st 
anniversary of drafting the Ger¬ 
man constitution, the German 
embassy in Amman, in co¬ 
operation with Marriott Hotel 
and Lufthansa, German Airlines, 
held a German day at Kan Za- 
man folklore village, on Sunday 
Traditional German food and; 
pastries were served and guests 
were entertained by live, jazz; 
music. Video and puppet shows 
kept the children entertained' 
throughout the day. . . 


• Yousef Khasho's new Jordan Academy of 
end-of-semester exams between 26 and 30 May. 
one-year preparatory course, these students win go 
ing for their BAs in music. 

Picture leftto right:- , f 8r0 HU 

Foad Malhas, Ceri Jones, Natasha Mihyar, ^ 
Suhad Ibrahim, Manar Rabadi, A beer Been i * ^ 
meel, Mohammed Mannoun, MoutherJjurur, ^ 

Omar Qablan, Nofal Khasawneh, Fadi Ghoul, 
ser Jaber, Irena Sharpan (conductor). -- ** 


• A delegation from the Nation- examine 
al Defence College (NDQ of major sWJjJ 
Canada arrived in Jordan 27 eluding th CMtW**: 1 
May on a three-day visit. The 51 dKfHJJJJJL n^jj, gP 
member group and is led by arm No . 

Mai. Gen. Andrew G. Christie, they . • ■ 


Maj. Gen. Andrew G. Christie, 
commandant of the College. 

The NDC was founded in 
1947 and is located in Kingston, 
Ontario. Its purpose is to prepare 
military officers, government of¬ 
ficials and private sector execu¬ 
tives to serve in senior appoint¬ 
ments which : ; require an 
understanding of the political, 
economic and military . factors 
which affect domestic and for¬ 
eign policies. ' > 


While 

members r* * 
MidEastpe*^ 
questions. 
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As part. of ilSvintertiational . i fjroplB^^ 
study programme, (he College-, ; VpwjnfeP 
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People and Events 


Colo 

British lament 
changing of the 
guard 


By Simon Winchester or by skeins of ferryboat wakes 
Special to The Star or hovercraft trails. Even from 

two miles up the place bustles 
THE TINY territory of Hong and pulsates with a life that is 
Kong, a city-state that hangs wholly absent from its sur- 
teardrop-like to the immense un- rounds, 
derbelly of China, has long You will have planned your 
thrived upon its own optimism, visit sensibly, of course, arriving 
Everyone in this, the last great 

British colony, is praying that rri ~- 

the Chinese Year of the Horse, I y*n tt^I 

rot quite halfway through, will _ X X CX V 

ultimately bring better times to 

the 6 million who live and la- when the weather is cool and dc- 
bour there. lightful between November and 

The rather stuffy, but essential- March, or dressed appropriately 
ly fair-minded Britons who have f° r the steaming furnace that is 
ruled for the last 150 years are to the long Hong Kong summer, 
be replaced by a regime who, as You will have come with a siza- 
last June showed, barely hesi- Me wallet and a fistful of credit 
tates before bringing out the car ds, having ascertained that 
tanks and the 
bayonets. The 
Hong Kong Chi¬ 
nese, legatees of 
a century and a 
half of relative 
freedom, do not 
relish this pros¬ 
pect one bit 
They are now 
showing their dis¬ 
taste by leaving 
at the rate of 
2,000 every 
week. There is in 
consequence a 
growing appre¬ 
hension that the 
Hong Kong 
which China will 
«®rb at mid¬ 
night on June 30, 

1997, will be an 
cr npty shell, 

Worthless, run- 
town, merely a 
relict memory of 
all its former glo- 

Bird's eye view of the business district 

In view of all 
Ms gloomy fore- 

Msj, why, given the temptations Hong Hong is no longer the bar- 
P? 11 ' or Thailand, or Korea, gain-basement shoppers' para- 


snould one bother to land at Kai 
•, air POrt at all and to venture 
wo a terriloiy that is on the 

JtS so dee P a precipice? To 
nich I would reply: Those who 

ton WISe , enou 8 h K> make that 
ong trek across the Pacific 


gam-basement snoppers para¬ 
dise that it was long reputed to 
be. Far better, these days, a cam¬ 
era from 47th Street Photo in 
New York than from somewhere 
in Tsim Sha Tsui or off Wynd- 
ham Street; far better to go to 
Singapore for jewels, to Bang- 


fW — uie racing Singapore ior jewels, iu onug- 

to visit Hong Kong now kok for silks, to Taipei for chi- 
wJih 81110116 last In tbe noiserie... 

J? r. ^ t^tch the unique and Buying a 24-hour suit, or get- 
jccunariy Victorian Imperial ting a bargain carved from jade. 


5®?°* ^ pl . ace - 10 ^ all of 
fnJT*,. 0 ? 10 ™ 1 splendors be- 
ik„ m ,. ^ghts begin to dim and 
ntusrc begins to stow. 

«*!_. IS . 1116 suddenness with 
- ll ap P ears tbm is most 
in ^ ng / a11 - You are flying 
nQrth » across the 
^flatJands °f central China; 
mm,...: ihe west, and the endless 


or being pulled around town in 
what is properly called a jin¬ 
rickshaw are not on the itinerary. 
All of these delights have long 
since vanished Trom the real 
Hong Kong - though not quite 
yet from the comc-ons of the 
tourist board. . . . 

The unique.combi nation of the 
Cantonese dedication to hard 
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Hong Kong bay as seen from the peak tram 


mniiRi •-nnu UIC CIKlieSS . wuivauyji w «»»«•* i 

Knnmi of Burma and work and profit and, the British j 

the iff? 1 or from the east, and dedication to probity and person- i 

ic S ss rcaches of the Pacif- al freedom has allowed. Hong , 
ins w . L erc * in m instant, soar- ■. Kong's, residents to; pursue;their ■< 
arlwi ^ j sky from scores of favoured pastime -/ the ,'making i 

ter^ffv rockbound islands, are.of money- with iessinicrference ... J 
buiirti n ff 0 , usands Pf enormous '; from .above; than .qlmost. 
neis oR.’ Bluing in their new- . where.else pn Earth; It.H ; 

nectLi 8 ff nng witl) lights, con- tion^p'th^to-beeni cental (o , 
^ T 0 ^ ares roadway and rail, the > sturfning ?edonbA»c, success •; 1 

•JUiay i 990 ,, . r'. 
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of Hong Kong - a success out of 
all proportion to its minuscule 
size. 

Finding people who speak 
good English is less easy than it 
was. Efficiency, once para¬ 
mount, is taking a hammering. 
Service - a legendary feature of 
the great hotels here, such as the 
Mandarin, the Regent and the 
Peninsula - is no longer the im¬ 
peccable archetype. "It is becom¬ 
ing - how can I say? - more like 
China,” remarked a friend, re¬ 
turning here afier five years 
away. 

Nonetheless, much of Hong 
Kong's surface charm remains 
the same - except that those who 
live here wonder for how long. 
Take, for example, The Races. 

The Royal Hong Kong Jockey 
Club, which has two splendid 
and easily accessible racecours¬ 
es, is officially set up as a non¬ 
profit organisation, and the in¬ 
come belting — greater than the 
gross national product of a lair 
number of modest-sized coun¬ 
tries — is spent on hospitals, 
schools, even on immense 
amuscmenL park (with the 
biggest roller coaster and longest 
escalator in the East, a school of 
performing dolphins, a log flume 
and a butterfly zoo). 

Wednesday nigtu racing at 
Happy Valley, with all the ex¬ 
citement that comes from watch¬ 
ing Hong Kong's millionaires 
losing more money on a race 
than you earn in a year, is con¬ 
ducted against a backdrop cas¬ 
cade of a hundred thousand win¬ 
dow lights and would be a 
remarkable phenomenon in any 
setting. 

The Peak Tram is purl of the 
essence of Imperial England, 
too. Known as the High Level 
Tramway, it is more than a cen¬ 
tury old and was the first cable 
railway in Asia. And being by 
far the steepest, it induces near¬ 
vertigo in first-time users. It 
takes you to a vantage point near 
the summit of Victoria Peak 
from which you can spy the 
whole marvel of the colony's 
harbour and the skyscrapers 
from Central to Causeway Bay 
on Hong Kong Island, and the 
less tall (because of the airport) 
but no less impressive structures 
that stand on the for shorefront 
of Kowloon. 

Some things about Hong Kong 
■— many things, in truth — will 
never change. These are the im¬ 
mutably Chinese aspects of the 
place, aspects that have survived 
all manner of regimes and wars. . 

The song-bird restaurants, for, 
pxaniple, where old men bring 
their caged swallows each break- 
fast-tilne to let them sing thcir 
tiny hearts out with the d^wn. 
The legipns of performers of tal- 
chl chuan, ihe Slow^-molion bal- , 
ity that'; made most.Chinese fit . 


and supple long before jogging 
attempted to do the same to the 
flabby west. The traditions of 
Saturday lunchtime dim sum, of 
the spring festivals, the giving of 
moon cakes, the first haircut and 
first pair of new shoes in Chi¬ 
nese New Year, the whole 
strange art of fung shui and its 
mysterious practitioners who 
charge small fortunes to advise 
people if their walls arc angled 
suitably or their furniture posi¬ 
tioned in such a way as to propi¬ 
tiate the gods... 

But such diings are precisely 
those aspects of Hong Kong that, 
being invulnerable to change, 
have long been the favourites of 
the Tourist Association. They 
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present the stereotypical!y Chi¬ 
nese face of the territory - a face 
of unquestionable charm and 
plausibility, but not, it has to be 
said, one that is uniquely and pe¬ 
culiarly Hong Kong. You will 
find dim sum and caged birds 
and fung shui masters in Guang¬ 
zhou (Canton that was) and Dali- 
cn and Xiamen and Kunming, 
too. 

So, along with tai chi, get in¬ 
vited for tiffin in the Hong Kong 
Club - if you happen to run into 
a member. After the birdsong, 
stroll the reaches of Bowen 
Road below the old Military 
Hospital one evening and 
breathe in the ghosts of old Eng¬ 
land. Instead of the taxi to the 
Wanchai noodle stands, rattle 
down iq Western on an old Glas¬ 
gow-built double-decker tram. 
Go off to sec a game of rugby or 
watch them fire the noonday gun 
- immortalised in Noel Coward's 
"Mad Dogs and Englishmen" - 
across from the Excelsior Hotel. 

Do all these things; then, on 
your final day stand by the little 
British police station at Man 
Kam To, close by the border and 
gaze northward, over the distant 
hills of ihe mainland, and mar¬ 
vel. Marvel at how, if only brief¬ 
ly in the scheme of things, a liny 
part of Europe managed to hold 
on to a tiny part of China and 
helped to make it something 
quite extraordinary — the glitter¬ 
ing, fantastical result of nn ex¬ 
periment in social and political 
engineering that is like nowhere 
else on earth. 
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People and Events 


A slice of French Satire 


By Vanessa Batrouni 
Special to The Star 


THE IMMEDIANCY of French 
cafe theatre was brought to the 
Amman state on Saturday eve¬ 
ning at the Studio Theatre of the 
Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC). 

’'Tranches dc Vies" 

(Slices of Life) 
was performed ex¬ 
pertly by four new¬ 
comers; French 
students Sumer 
Chanban, Am- 
mane Knyyuli, 

Inns Nam mar i 
and French cultural 
teacher Phillipc 
Bee under the mas¬ 
terly guidance of 
their director Oliver Roche who 
also performed. 

Cole theatre, devoid of set and 
played with minimal props is to¬ 
tally reliant on the energy and 
physical presence- of its actors. 
Rsfxmsing the medium with 
great confidence, the actors look 
risks with their voices and bod¬ 
ies, giving the audience a full 
and colourful range of characters 
which they drew with bold 
strokes and performed with larg¬ 
er-than-life reality. 

The comic tone of the evening 
was set by Monsieur Roche with 
a microphone gag that requires 
good vocal tind physical projec¬ 
tion, (wo qualities which lie and 
his I'ellow actors continued to 
exercise throughout the evening. 
The opening was followed by 
disconnected sketches which 
were linked by musical excerpts 


that picked up the last threads of 
the preceding scene and intro¬ 
duced the next. 

Although lighthearted, clown¬ 
ish and often verging on the ab¬ 
surd, the sketches like most satir¬ 
ical comedy held on underlying 



seriousness. The sketches moved 
front a grotesque babyhood to a 
grotesque old age passing 
through commentaries on male 
and female relationships and an 
analytic discussion on tragedy 
which concluded that existence 
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was the problem. The sketches, 
all but one taken from well 
known French ailthors, seek to 
destroy the image we have of 
ourselves hy exposing onr ludi¬ 
crous behaviour. In * Dialogues 
Pueriles" two small children 
compete in their violent nasti¬ 
ness, while the man in "Lc Vroi 
Homme" is reduced to a quiver¬ 


ing nothingness by his imaginary 
Marguerite. 

The high point of the evening 
was "La Finale", a piece created 
by Roche. Bee who had already 
shown good physical presence, 
timing and flexible characterisa¬ 
tion as the psychia¬ 
trist in "Consulta¬ 
tion Tragique" 
came iato his own 
as the caricature 
Frenchman play¬ 
ing tennis with a 
French loaf oppo¬ 
site Roche. Here 
as in all the sketch¬ 
es the use of mime 
and facial expres¬ 
sion as comic de¬ 
vices was fully ex¬ 
ploited by the two actors. 
Language was abandoned in fa¬ 
vour of gibberish which threw us 
deeper into the absurd and gave 
free range of vocal colour. 

The assemblage of the sketch¬ 
es could have been tighter and 
some editing would have bene¬ 
fited die enjoyment and comforL 
of the audience, but length did 
not detract from the general bril¬ 
liance of the evening's entertain¬ 
ment. For first timers Chaaban to 
aa with the freedom and emo¬ 
tional range he had in "Le Vrai 
Homme", and Naminari and 
Knyynli to handle lengthy mono¬ 
logues with unflattering gusto 
and above all Bee to display 
such a superb sense of theatre 
can only be attributed to their di¬ 
rector Roche whose zany person¬ 
ality pervaded all their perfor¬ 
mances. 


Talking to Amigo Hikmat 


• Currently in Jordan on a 
working visit is the widely heart! 
Monte Carlo Radio Star, ’Amigo' 


Monte Carlo Radio Star, ’Amigo' 
lliknuit Wahba, hrondcuMcr of 
several live shows on die Paris- 
kised Franco-Aruhe radio sta¬ 
tion. 

Amigo Hikmat, so called by 
his fans, is also a singer, cinema 
and television actor, as well as a 
host of variety shows. "All my 
programmes are broadcast line," 
says Hikmat. "and I present, di¬ 
rect, and produce them all with¬ 
out previous preparation." He 
believes in the spontaneity of 
productions and the honesty of 
presentation. T never talk to my 
listeners, but 1 talk with them." 
the Lebanese horn artist says. 

Hikmat, 38, who has worked 
for Monte Carlo station for the 
past 15 years is the hosL of 'Mir- 
sal Al Hawa\ a 4-hour live pro¬ 
gramme of phone messages. He 
also presents several other 
shows, including pop hits, talk 
shows, as well as a special week¬ 
ly programme on the animal 
world. "Animals arc God's crea¬ 
tures, and we have to protect 
them," he says. 

Commenting on the station for 
which he worked for many 
years, Hikmat says that the rea¬ 
son liehind Monte Carlo's popu¬ 
larity is its freedom. "All our 
programmes arc live on the air 
for the service of Arabs around 
the world." The station is also 
accredited fur its news credibili¬ 
ty and is popular among the 
youth for its pop hits and up-to 
date programmes it presents. 

Mr Wahba is currently in Jor¬ 
dan for the shooting of a variety 
show "NujouHr (stars) directed 
by Hnsib Youser and hosted by 
hint. Exjvcted to be shown on 
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'Amigo' llikmni: A man of many talents 


Jordan TV in October this year, 
the programme will host person¬ 
alities in arts, sports and medi¬ 
cine Egyptian Novel such as Na- 
jib Mnhfmiz Nobel prize 
laureate, Uugheb AI urn a (Leba¬ 
nese singer). Ad nan Huzo, (Syr¬ 
ian commentator). Jordanian 
poet and writer Haider Mah¬ 
moud. and many others "who 
will remain a surprise" according 
to Hikmat, 

As in his previous Nujoum 
shows Hikmat is keen on pre¬ 
senting viewers "with the al! that 
is new," in music, books ami 
films." 

Also the last episode will be 
full of surprises und "fresh" 
scenes, some of which will re¬ 
veal previous shooting blunders, 
and an interview with the direc¬ 
tor, whom Hikmat says, “is a star 
in his own right." 

Hasib Yousef, he adds, "is a 
dynamic director who is loved 


Agenda 


May at 8.00 pm. 

Lectures 


Films 


• The American Centre presents 
the feature film "Death of a 
Salesman", starring Dustin 
Hoffman, Thursday 31 May at 7 
pm. 


• Dr Udo Worschech will ]«.' 
lure on "Excavations in the Capi¬ 
tal City of Ancient Moab, el- 
Balu", Saturday 2 June, at 7;QQ 
pm at the Goethe Institute. 


• The Spanish Cultural Centre 
presents the feature film "Tata 
Mia" staring Imperio Argenti¬ 
na, Monday 4 June at 10.30 am. 


• Dr Dirgit Mershen and Dr 
Thomas Weber will lecture on 
"Excavation at Gadara/Um 
Qais", Tuesday 5 June at 7.00 
pm at the Goethe Institute. 


# A Turkish film on "The Col¬ 
ourful World of Turkish Naive 
Painting" will be shown at the 
Alia Arts Gallery, Thursday 31 
May at 6.30 pm. 


• An illustrated talk by Mrs 
Ann O'neii on "The Wild Flow¬ 
ers of Jordan" will be presented 
on Thursday 31 May at 10.00 
am at YWCA in label Amman. 


Dance Shows 


Trips 


• Jeune Ballet de France will 
perform at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) on Thursday 31 


• Friends of Archaeology will 
organise a trip to Tell El- Fukhar 
on Friday 1 June. 


• AS PART of their overall new schedule policy, Cyprus Airways 
(CY) will be introducing as from next June three new destinations, 
namely Amman, Heraklion and Rhodes. 

Amman will be served by three weekly flights white Heraklion and 
Rhodes with one and two weekly flights respectively. 

To look after their interests in Jordan, Cyprus Airways appointed Pe¬ 
tra Travel and Tourism Co. as their general sales agems. A Cyprus 
Airways delegation is visiting Jordan for the purpose of promoting the 
new services. In parallel the Cyprus Airways delegation will be making 
the necessary contacts with travel, trade and other relevant organisa¬ 
tions for establishing the necessary infra-structure for the opcraiion. 

The Cyprus delegation will include: 

Mr Michael Hewitt, chief executive officer (CY), Mr Panikos Pa- 
patlakis, director commercial operations (CY), Mr Johnmavathehis, 
assistant traffic manger (CY), Mr Andreas Ioatmidcs, agency and in¬ 
terline superintendent, Mrs Phryne Michael, director general Cyprus 
tourism Organisation and Mr Andreas Geor guides, senior air traffic 
control officer for the department of civil aviation. 
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Marriott... ten years 
of growth 

springboard to global 
domination 


and respected around the Arab 
world." 

Wahba, who had previously 
filmed "Nujoum 1983’’, and "Nu¬ 
joum 1985", in Jordan, says that 
he "loves Jordan, its food and its 
people very much." 

After the shooting - expected 
to end during the coming few 
days - he intend to spend some 
time in Aqaba to enjoy the sun 
and the sea. 

Hikmat thanked his fans who 
phoned him at the studio and at 
the hotel to express their good 
wishes and compliments. He 
apologised to those who have 
asked to see him, but were let 
down." I really have a very busy 
schedule," he regrets. But he 
promised to meeL as many re¬ 
quests as possible next time he 
comes to Jordan. 


Frida Jeryos 


• MARRIOTT CORPORA¬ 
TION chalked up a decade of ex¬ 
traordinary expansion during the 
1980s, growing five-fold and be¬ 
coming a leader in nearly all its 
key businesses. This was accom¬ 
plished while consistently main¬ 
taining return on equity above 
20 per cenL 

Sales rose by 14 per cent to 
over $7.5 billion dunng the fis¬ 
cal year 1989, when Marriott 
sold off its airline catering divi¬ 
sion and took other steps to 
streamline its organisation in 
preparation for the 1990s. Re¬ 
turn on equity during the year 
was 24 per cent. 

Marriott became world leader 
m its two core business — lodg¬ 
ing and contract services dur¬ 
ing the 1980s. At the start of the 
decade, the company operated ot : 
franchised 65 hotels with around 
26,000 rooms, all in the full-! 
service market. Since 1980, it- 
has developed or acquired pipit; 
ucts in three other, major segp 
ments and added related niche] 


products such as vacation owner¬ 
ship resorts. 

By the end of 1989, Mamou 
ran 539 hotels with more than 
134,000 rooms, making it 0* 
world's largest operator of novel 
rooms. The company lias led the 
industry in awards for excellence 
in group meeting service, as well 
as consistently receiving more 
top Mobil and AAA awards W 
any oilier chain. It also oflers U 
most diverse product line and a 
strong lead in customer prcier- 
encc. . 

The total business is a large 
and fragmented industry wj 
worldwide sales of around 51 - 
billion, including $50 billion 
the US. Real growth is arouno 
four to five per cent a year, v 
riotl has approximately sem¬ 
per cent of the US market 
less than a ihrcc per cent share® 
the total world market. 


• STARTING FROM MS 
Alitalia is launching a newJJf 

Rome-Amman-Rome, senjd 

to leave every Saturday 
Tuesday at 12:50 am^L nie 
ing in Amman at 
new services wUl be mfovo^ 
the Jordanian market JJgj 
Amman will.be the turn ap¬ 
point of the aircraft-, io( a 

The attackon tounstsdmi l 3 
place in Amman by 
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Italian tourists accprdiIni^jifliioid 
talia sources. No cancyw,,... 
were made so far. 1 

"We are.dedicaiedjo^: 

• Jordan tourist 

see no cluing® 10 ; 

says Mr Frande^co^ien^ ^: 
tafia's general 1 . 
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SATURDAY 

8:30 - Surgical Spirit, (comedy). 
9:00 • Encounter hosted by 
Rami Khouri. 

9:30 ■ Musical programme. 

10:00-News in English. 

10.-20 - Feature Film (Hot-Shot) 
stoning Jim Young and Pele: Jim- 
J»y is a young man who's very 
keen on football and who's only 
one desire is to become a major 
international football player, but 
ihere are obstacles in the way and 
Pole helps him overcome them. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 - Who's the Boss (Come- 

5:10 ■ Horizon ■ Oil Spill (Docu- 
jnentary): Every time a super- 
tonker discharges its load into the 
J* ■** questions arc asked 
^>ui the effects on the environ- 
J® 1, The worst ease was when 
Z Su Pcnankcr Exxon Valdez 
lreek a reef off Hie coast of Alas- 
« m March 1989. 

;M-News in English. 

™; Agatha Christies Plorot. 
XZ, ^emuie of the Western 
The Taller is full of the 
j n _J of rival diamonds bc- 
hfi? ,0 „ Lad y Yardley and Ma- 
Maryclie. But when both own- 
Pi n ®5 a * B ihreatening letters 
himself involved In 
™re than society scandal. 

MONDAY 

8^30. Perfect Strangers (Come- 
In English. 

S ) o ; f B “ nd Faith: Robert, it 
on WI 5 n 0ul bisurance 
mjlH,* 1 * to 1 the value of $1.5 
killed"f® 8ame ^y. she got 
ho ft*- ^sealed that 

cide, USc ^ conle mplates sm- 
TUESDAY ‘ 

4). * Chai:I * U,i c bbrge (Gome-. 

Biding .Bi: 
Join ik?-® at valley rush to 
J .^' anny jhihking 7 the war 
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will not last for long. 

10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 • In the Heat of the night 
(Intruders): Elderly citizens arc 


variety programme. Presented hy 
Jacques Martin. This week’s guest 
is Demis Roussos. 

7:00 - News In French. 


being beaten and robbed, and the 7:15 - Aujourd’hul en France: A 
investigation is complicated by cultural magazine. 


Virgil’s injured back and his visit¬ 
ing in-laws. 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30 • Golden Girls (Comedy). 
9:10 - The Nuclear Age (Europe 
Goes Nuclear): The US monopol¬ 
ised the atomic bomb technology 
and even denied Britain access to 
it. Britain developed its own, the 
French followed suil and with the 
formation of NATO and Warsaw 
military alliances the number of 
nuclear heads in Europe in¬ 
creased. 

10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 - Hemingway: The contin¬ 
uing life story of America's great¬ 
est writer. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 - The Cosby Show (come¬ 
dy). 

9:10 • NBA Basketball. 

10:20 - Movie of the Week. (The 
Reluctant Agent Inc.) Starting 
Ricliard Lawson: Charlene and 
Linda are twin sisters and since 
they are so different, they decide 
to switch roles, poor Linda gets, 
entangled in a spying game and 
helps nail drugs dealer Gabriel 
down. 

- FRIDAY 

8:30 - Didl's Comedy Shou^ 

9:10 - Beauty anti the Beast: 
Vincent is still haunted by the dis¬ 
appearance of his son. To gel a 
glimpse of him., he does some¬ 
thing drastlc.i he surrenders to his 
enemies.' . * 

10:00 - News In English. : - 

10:20 - Qtiincy(for love of Josh¬ 
ua): A pediatrician Is a firm be¬ 
liever in'the right of every bpm 
child regardless of physical, defor¬ 
mities to five, Quincy supped 
wholehearxedl^ ,. 
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SUNDAY 

5"50 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A com¬ 
edy scries. 

6:15 • L'eeole des Fans: A chil¬ 
dren's programme. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 * French varieties. 

MONDAY 

6:00 • Terres d'Espolre: A new 
documentary on Africa and South 
Asia. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - The Weekly Sports Maga¬ 
zine. 

TUESDAY 

6:20 • Des Chiffres et des Let* 
tres: A game show. 

6:40 - Tel Pere tel Fils: A come¬ 
dy series. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - Aqjourd'hul en Jordanie: 
A local magazine by Saleh Madi. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:00 - Panlque aux Caralbes: A 
drama scries. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - Les Meondres de L’eau: 
A documentary, 

THURSDAY 

5:40 - Molierlsslmo (6): A chil¬ 
dren's programme. 

6:10 - Des Chiffres ct Des Lct- 
tres: A game show. 

6:30 - La Chance aux Chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 -French varieties, , 

. ’'FRIDAY. \ 

5:43 - Le Conte de Monte Crlsto 
: (1): A feature fllm by Lduls Jour: 
dan whp plays the role of Edmond 


. 1 , • -I ' • f. .• 

7:00 - News In French. .. 

7:15 - Portraits d'Alain Cava- 
iiWr (La tebaiscuse): A docu- 



'Miami blues' 


RATING:** 


Fred Frcngcr.Alec Baldwin 

Sgt. Hoke Moseley.Fred Ward 

Susie Waggoner.Jennifer Juson Leigh 

Edita Sanchez.Nora Dunn 

Sgt. Bill Henderson.Charles Napier 

THEY'RE LOOKING for the right tone in "Miami Blues," and 
they don’t find it very often, but when they do, you can see what 
they were looking for. 

The movie wants to be an off-centre comedy, a lopsided cops 
and-mbbers movie where everybody has a few screws loose. But 
so much love is devoted to creating who wacko loonies in the 
cast that wc'rc left with a set of personality profiles, not charac¬ 
ters. 

The film stars Alec Baldwin, fresh from "The Hum for Red Oc¬ 
tober," as Fred Frcngcr, cx-con who has just arrived in Miami 
looking for a fresh start. He gets started off on the wrong Tool At 
the airport, he's iipproachcd by a Hare Krishna, and he bends the 
guy's finger back until it breaks. Not nice, especially since the 
cult member dies of shock. 

Frcngcr is a thief, con man and cheat. He is also incredibly 
reckless and will get himself into situations a dopey high-school 
kid would know enough to avoid. He wanders through the world 
looking for suitcases to steal, wallets to lift, identification papers 
he can use. Nothing much is planned, and most of his jobs de¬ 
pend on sheer blind luck. One piece of luck, sort of, is when he 
meets Susie, a hooker played by Jennifer Jason Leigh. She's a 
student working her way through school, anti she isn't very 
bright. 

Fred Ward is Sgt. Hoke Moseley, assigned to the ease. His life 
is composed of equal parts of indigestion, alimony and bureau¬ 
cracy. Some simple-minded detective work leads him to Frcngcr. 
Fred and Susie, now living together, invite him to dinner and he 
stays gratefully, eating their chops and drinking their beer and 
belching cheerfully. He figures maybe Frcngcr broke the Hare 
Krishna's fingers but didn't mean to kill him, and, truth to tell, he 
isn't very worked up over the case—not until Frcngcr visits his 
hotel room, beats him senseless and steals his badge, gun and 
false teeth. Thai's going too far. 

Armed with identification as a cop, Frcngcr turns into a loose 
cannon, free-lancing all over town. He busts up robberies, steals 
from previous victims, flashes his badge and takes advantage of 
that split-second of doubt and guilt that’s felt by the average citi¬ 
zen when anybody flashes a badge. And then the situation esca¬ 
lates as Frcngcr stupidly gets into more and more trouble, and 
Susie—who was never a very good hooker, but lias convinced 
herself she could be a good wife—slowly realises she is living 
with a very dangerous man. 

The actors struggle manfully with their roles. Baldwin, who is 
good at playing intelligence, is not so good here at playing an cx- 
con widi a screw loose. Fred Ward docs a better job with the po¬ 
lice sergeant in movies like this and the underrated "UFO,” he 
sits back and takes everything and plays the cynic who will only 
really bother you if you really bother him. Jennifer Jnson Leigh is 
another actress who has an easier time of playing smart (as shc- 
did in "Heart of Midnight") than playing dump. In "Miami 
Blues," I think she plays loo dumb—so dim that even Ihe charac¬ 
ters begin commenting on how she doesn't pick up on every little 
thing. 

The movie was written and directed by George Armirage and 
produced by Jonathan Demme. Both ore graduates of the Roger 
Corman low-budget exploitation assembly line of the 1960s, 
when Armilage directed "Private Duty Nurses" while Demme 
was writing "Angels Hard as they Come." Demme has since gone 
on to develop his own idiosyncratic and likable directing style in 
movies like "Married 10 the Mob" and "Something . Wild. The 
problem is, Denuno con do those movies but most people can't— 
and there are stretches where "Miami Blues" plays like a Demme 
film with sprung rhythm. 



THE FORBIDDEN DANCE' (RCA/Cplumbia), That dance haji- 
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of a social conscience*, since it's about 4 cUhjcer (Laura Herrirtg) who 
wonts to win a contest and use a TV .appearance to,make a Jnteh for 
rainTpresi preservation;;Seriously. : j ; f ■ . • '• r 


father-son duo who dodge bullets while; resisting m6b attempts to 
lake oyer their nightclub- Redd Foxx, pelia Reese arid Arsenio Hall 
also appear.. .; = i : 
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SPORTS FROM 
THE PRESSBOX 

By Lee Lerner 

Many players are still corking 
their bats, and even more must still 
be doctoring the ball, but accord¬ 
ing to baseball's ruling party, the 
real outlaws of the 1990 season are 
those carrying oversized gloves. 

This year, umpires have been 
ordered to crack down on players 
using illegal gloves — that is mitts 
measuring larger (linn 12 inches 
from the heel to the tip of the web. 

A glove that's deemed too big 
by the men in bine is to be re¬ 
moved from the game and repeat¬ 
ed offenses by a player reportedly 
will bring disciplinary action by 
the league. 

It's almost loo ridiculous to be¬ 
lieve. How petty can baseball get? 
Every year it finds something dif¬ 
ferent to hnrpou. In years past it's 
been the bulk rule, the sandpaper 
ball nr the amount of (line tar on 
[lie bats. Now the umps arc curry¬ 
ing tape measures. 

Predictably, the glove mandate 
hn.s been met with negative tunes. 

“It’s a picky rule. I've never 
hemd of anything like it," New 
York Mels outfielder Kevin 
McRcynolds said. "I guess pretty 
soon wc'li be playing with batting 
gloves on. I'm definitely against 
it." 

Cincinnati lletls outfielder 


Herni Wiiiningham echoed those 
sentiments. 

"I've been using my glove for 
five years," Wlnningham said. 
"Now nil of a sudden they’re 
messing witli my livelihood." 

[hit if lire sport holds to form, 
players won't have to worry for 
loo long about the crackdown. 
That’s because next year base- 
bnll's brass will be too busy look¬ 
ing into bow high a plnycr should 
be allowed to wear his socks. 

SPORTSLINE 

By Dale Dunlap 

The name "Dewey" brings to 
mind Thomns Dewey, who almost 
beat Harry Truman for the presi¬ 
dency, or one of Donald Duck’s 
?any nephews. But in Boston there 
is only one Dewey. 

He is Dwight fivnns, who is in 
his IHtli season with the Red Sox. 
The fact he is still there is a story in 
itself, because I-vans suffered a 
severe back injury Inst year. The 
slight stress fracture in his back 
forced lwans from his fnmiEiar 
digs in right Field to a designated- 
liittcr role. 

The same back condition re¬ 
curred in spring (raining and (he 
Red Sox were worried their spiri¬ 
tual lender would not be able to 
play again. 

Hut after some tests on Ids back, 
Evans, plnyed the last two exhibi¬ 
tion games anc! promptly swatted 


WORD WISE 


Q. Where did the say¬ 
ing "He’s barking up the 
wrong tree" come from? 
Where was it first used? 

A. This is an Ameri¬ 
can phrase that refers to a 
hunting clog used in the 
pursuit of raccoons. Rac¬ 
coons arc nocturnal ani¬ 
mals and when chased will 
climb a tree. Hunting dogs 
arc trained to wait at the 
foot of the tree until the 
master arrives to take 
over. But as you know, 


dogs are not nocturnal 
creatures, and have been 
known to sit down in front 
of the wrong tree. The ex¬ 
pression came about in the 
19th century and became 
popularized by writers of 
early American western 
life, such as David Crock¬ 
ett. Today, it means to be 
on the wrong course. 

Send questions or comments 
for Word Wise to P.O. Box 
4367. Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4367. 
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a three-run double In his first al- 
bal of the season. He hasn't 
slopped there. 

Should lie continue to hit 20 or 
more home runs and drive in 100 
or more runs Tor two or three 
years, they might have to put him 
In the Hnll of Fame. 

Evans, always noted for his 
great defense, is one of those rare 
players who has hit better In his 
30s than he did in his 20s. He 
averaged .268 with 17 home runs 
and 55 RBls his first 12 seasons, 
but has averaged .283 with 27 
home runs and 102 RBIs in the last 
six seasons. 

He also is the current leader 


among all active players in home 
runs. And he has done it in a quiet, 
workmanlike manner with no 
complaints about his contracts or 
managers. It's no wonder Red Sox 
fans have bestowed their "favor¬ 
ite” tag on him after Carl Yastr- 
zemski retired. 

Evans refuses to talk about the 
Hall of Fame until he retires. He 
thinks that concentrating on his 
job leaves little lime for reflection. 
*Td like to play two more years 
and lake it from there," he said. 

But, despite his humility, you 
can take it to the bank: Dewey will 
make the Hall of Fame. (And we 
aren't talking about the politician 
or the duck.) 
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ROCK TRACKS 


By Joel Zarrow 

Bob Geldof is making a return to the music scene with 
an untitled solo LP that hits stores in 
August. Sir Geldof — he was knighted 
and nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his 1985 efforts to relieve the 
Ethiopian famine — hasn’t released 
an LP since his 1986 solo debut "Deep 
In the Heart of Nowhere" (that went 
nowhere in terms of sales). Mention 
has been made of a summer concert 
tour, but nothing has been finalized. 
Pink Floyd will perform "The Wall" in front of an 
estimated 250,000 at the Berlin Wall on July 21. The 
event is to take place on the grassy strip in “no man’s 
land” between the Brandenburg Gate and Checkpoint 
Charlie that used to be enclosed by the two walls divid¬ 
ing East and West Germany. Lead singer Roger Waters 
noted, “I didn't think it would ever be possible ... then 
the Wall came down. I hope soldiers from both East 
Germany and West Germany will join in as a symbol of 
cooperation.” The Wall, Berlin 1990 will benefit the 
Memorial Fund for Disaster Relief and is expected to 
raise S10-S15 million for that cause. 

Don’t expect to hear anything new from Boy George 
any time soon. He launched a fairly successful come- 
back with last year's “High Hat" LP (the first single 
reached No. 6 on the R&B charts), but Virgin records 
doesn t have a follow-up disk scheduled for release this 

1989 release KPS ^ ^ liasn t been recordin 8 since the 

J mu c sica J direclor f ° r David Sanborn’s 
Mtchelob Presents Sunday Night" plans to go on tour 

nlaSeri h« W f y fo , , : med Jamaica band. Miller has 
baSS /2 r he 1,kes of Luther Vandross, David 

“El t K !? 8 ° f ? 001 MHes Davla * but sa vs that’s 
nm what keeps him going: “I was starting to feel a little 

l 1 ?!, T** 1 l . out lhere Playing live, which is where 1 get 
most of my inspiration." 

You might not have heard about the band Harlow yet, 

Harlowsout in ]Ki * n ' n * to “ unsolicited tape 
Pd arTn Hr ? rothers took the unprecedent¬ 

ed action of signing the band to a multidisck contract 

Sm S i»? C 8r0U ? lhe . funds to build a studio and allowing 

to its WXfi& 

album. Before the studio was built," lead vocal Teresa 

hc?r^m e a i es ’ * we h , ad 10 rec0rd In this guy’s three- 
bedroom apartment. It was crazy - there were room- 

males using haii-blowers; a cat screechinutoX 

STo get \»T*7r banginsint0 microphones 
trying to get to the refrigerator: and a euv who wont 

OK h b d ™ be Si-Uoest?, “S', 

mat 5 O.K. because we're here tq stay." i f . 


TOP VIDEO RENTALS 

1. Limk Who’s Tulklng, John Tra 
tvlra. Kristie Alky, RCA/ColumWa 
Home Video IPG-13-1989) 

2. Deed Poets Society. Robin Wil. 
toms, Touchione I lome Video (Pfi 
19R9) 

3. Held or Dreams, Kevin Costner 
Amy Madigan, MCA Home Video' 
(PG-1989) 

4. The Abyss, Ed Harris, Mary Mgs. 
trantonio, CBS-Fox Video (P0-11- 
1989) 

5. Sea of Love, A/ Pacino, Ellen 
Barkin, MCA/Universal Home Vid¬ 
eo (R-1989) 

6. Honey, I Shrunk the Kids, Kick 
Moranis , Wall Disney Home Video 
(PG-1989) 

7. Parenthood, Sieve Martin, 
Dianne Wrest, MCA/Univmal 

PG-13-1989) 

I. Innocent Man, Tom Selfeck, 
Touchstone Home Video (R-1989) 

9. Black Rain, Michael Douglas. 
Andy Garcia, Paramount Home 
Video (R-1989) 

10. Casualties of War, Michael J. 
Fox, Sean Penn, RCA/Columbia 
(R-1989) 

TOP POP ALBUMS 


1. I Do Not Want What I Haven't 
Got, Sinead O’Connor, Ensign 

2. Brigade, Heart, Capitol 

3. Janet Jackson's Rhythm Nation 
1814, Janet Jackson, A&M 

4. Please Hammer Don't Hurt'Em, 
M.C. Hammer, Capitol 

5. Nick of Time, Bonnie Rain, 
Capitol 

6. Soul Provider, Michael Bohon , 
Columbia 

7. Violator, Depcche Mode, Sire 

8. Affection, Lisa Stanstiekl, Atisia 

9. Forever Your Girl, Paula AbJul, 
Virgin 

10. Poison, Bell Biv DeVoe, MCA 


TOP POP SINGLES 

1. Nothing Compares 2 V. Sine*l 
O’Connor, Ensign 

2. Voauc, Madonna, Warner Dies. 

3. I Wanna Be Rich, Callow. 

4°How Can We Be Lovers, MKtod 
Bolton, Columbia . 

5. All 1 Wanna Do is Make Lou to 
You, Heart, Capitol 

6. Alright, Janet Jackson, MM 

7. Sending All My Love, Linear, 

8. * Hold On, Wilson fljjNWjgf 

9. Poison, Bell Biv Dc\ce,Wh 

10. What It Takes, Attosmrt. 

Geffen 

TOP COUNTRY ALBUMS 

1. Pickin' On Nashville, The *«■ 
lucky Headhunters, Mercury 

2. Killin’ Time, Clint BJavk, * 

3. RSV III, Ricky »*» sheim ' 
Columbia 

4. Highwayman 2, Withe, 

Johnny & Kris, Columbia 

5. Country Club, Trails Trio, 
Warner Bros. 

6. Here In Ihe Real World, 
Jackson, Arista 

7. No Holdln' Back, Randy Tr»& 
Warner Bros. 

8. Lone Wolf, Hmt »««<*■' 

Warner Bros. 

9rLeave (he Lights On, Lorried 
gan , RCA 

10. Fast Movin' Train, 

Heart, RCA 
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I-jjian tourist 
v.n 

jiurrar's partner 
jftcacoo's 
Ih?—Heart" 
i^itolaquip 
in Avignon 
3’ijpter's trouble 
iuciories, lo Ftfr 
soup Pan II 
Fodends 

H.gh—M 
iiwson play 
luharan 
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AUKU5S 

_37 Crp^l - -— 

38 Kodiak, e g. 

40 Emulated 
Clementine's 
dad 

41 Quip: Part III 

44 Emulate Delberl 
Mann 

46 Today's jrs . next 
year 

47 Ditty syllable 

* 50 End of the quip 

, S3 Former Pacific 

defense gp. 

54 Harvest 

n 56 "Scourge ot 

9 mortals": Homer 

1 58 Of the distant 

past, poetically 

57 Bright thoughl in 
Toulon 

58 Ancient 
Persian's 
contemporary 

59 Play the lead 

60 Has the misery 

61 Gnat or rat 
DOWN 

20 Roman date 

21 Being 

25-rover 

(children's 


26 Raid warning 

27 Belfry occupant 

28 Pizarro's quest 

29 Pickpocket 

31 Heavyweight 

32 Bill passed 
regularly 

33 If spared, it 
spoils 

35 One-celled 
microorganisms 

36 Encore' 

36 Type ol lace 
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Himam 
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39 Apiece 

40 Tableland 

41 Famous Vienna 
park 


(Irving Berlin) 

43 Delicate 
pancake3 

44 Resided 

45 '-little 

pony “ 

47 Unlucky number 
on a maleh 

48 Bulrushes 

49 Plus item 

51 Foot 1 Comb, 
form 

52 Corny 

53 Mayday's cousin 
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lEBdOE 0000 000 
0000 000 0000 
IeBO 000D 00000] 

000000000 
BB0O0H 0O0 0O0 
EEC0BD0n0nE]0mn 
I0BD0B 00QD 0000 
BBDQ0 0B0D 00D0 
□ED0 0000 0000| 


* Jordan Bridge 4 

V Esnsassi 0 


Hobson's choice 


‘5b¥fi 1 Sll. , 5' es n t j u,d 6881 cards, what contract 
■faj ““ 10 be in ? 6*. or 6N? 

(East) 

[JQJlOs JQ654 

* A Q J9 

feJadan * 010,1111 during a Sunday duplicate 

^h*nH§! ASS0Clall0n - 

qua,if y for 2 * opening, but a 


■1 

None - 

Ibeam Ann E ea H* eddlBl East held five spades 
wy fcJiB 8 k° u,d heve known that partner 


D .V1 Y/M i 



u fln a.. ----- *■!. ui iaiui Iiiajwjs tuiu a 

PrinceGast^i? w f dl J 1 ^ probability of diamond 

yTttfSS** hold “me clubs. 

•eftcce and^ j r V I d'oogh. West faced a "tuid 
made his contract for undeserved re- 

L . with ihe right opening bid: 

* Aotved th * r : ■, 

fetU lie * fl v%J 5T H crence on ^ tjiW bid 
ShNfltodJiJjLt °f the cards was ,'; 

2S 1 d»e contract o^ftUy, i; 

another normal 14 opening:: 

2r~ ^ 


6T 

Aware of the fact that 4-4 fit would play better than 
5-3, west settled for the (best) contract. 

Before going on, how are you going lo play the con¬ 
tract after tne killing lead of the *87 
Back to the bidding, here is a suggested sequence 10 
bid this difficult hand: 

4*gj |Sjj| 

54(2) 64(4) 

(1) Splinter, diamond single or void and heart fit. 

(2) Cue bid (?) Cue biabypassing the 4NT level to 
show one or three of the three top honours of the agreed 
upon suit, hearts. (4) Diamond void. 

West knowing about tho missing heart top honour and 
the diamond void prefers to play 6* giving paiyier the 
advantage or getting Ihe lead to the club tenace (partner 
should have additional values in clubs othorwise where 
are his points?). ..... . 

And now 6* is an almost unbeatable papa mama 

SlE Back to the 6* contract, Marwan Ghanfcm won with 
the *A and played a small heart to ihe tcn and lost to 

thl jlSrth played back another club (nothing bettor), *Q 
from dummy covered by the King and ruffed. 1 
Ftfsrwan played 4Q trying to tempt North to cover but 

ro p ^j?j ? l p£yS 11 small heart form dummy and fi¬ 
nessed the £1 successfully. Alter cashing the *K&Q, 
he ruffed .bis siptll ; diamond noting the fall Df the 

* rest was routine, Marwan cashed'(he *J dlscard- 
inn his! 4A to unblock the Spade suit and started cashing 
tho spades. Sduth can ruff tuiy Bmd, but west would 

over-raff wld claim. , 

I was sitting south With: . ,• 

643 fK83'4K2 *Kl(rt65 • ; 

I did Dot thake ony of itly thrde kings, but that was a 
feir mice fer witching sUchari inspired dudunyplay. 


By Joyce Jillson 

Weekly Tip: Moon in Cancer helps you get right with 
loved ones. Be nurturing without smothering them. 
Moon in Leo is full of marvelous heart energy. 

Arles (March 21-April 19) Unconscious facts deter¬ 
mine much ol your actions. Listen to your inner voice. 

1 aurus (April 20-May 20) You may have lots to say. 
Excellent judgment. Wednesday is fab for love affairs. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Know your worth this 
week. It could menu more money in the hank. Monday 
may find you travelling. 

Cancer (June 22-.luly 22) Sunday is great for rejuve¬ 
nating your aching muscles. Moon in Virgo .stimulate 
your excellent productivity. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Unexpressed emotions could 
hold you hack. Don’t push too hard for what you want. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sc|il. 22) Moon in Cancer can bring 
wonderful .sharing with friends who arc like family. 
Dates can be expensive during the weekend. 

l.ihni (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Get straight in your mind 
your top priority career goals. A loving weekend ahead. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24 -Niiv. 21) Ciood family relations 
make you feel belter about life. Ciood relationships 
develop. 

Sagilluriu.s (Nov. 22-l)cc. 21) Joint financial mailers 
are improving. Fscellenl business ideas. Establish better 
relations with career colleagues. 

Capricorn (Dee. 22-Jstn. 19) Give yourself time to 
unwind — you need ii. Love comes 10 you when you sire 
willing to please. 

Aquarius (Jan. 2U-Fel>. 18) Your emotions can be 
your best guide ill is week. Enjoy yom activities, but 
keep a low profile. 

Pisces (Fell. 19-Mnrcli 2(1) You have ihe energy m pm 
more fun in your life. Rest a little. A nieny weekend — 
romantic. 

If Vim Were Hum l his Week 

Happy Min Inlay Gemini! Something of your past 
could be reactivated this month. Tic tilings up in a nice 
bundle. 


MflQICWORD 


HOW TO PLAY: Read the list of words. Look at the puzzle. 
You'll find ihBSB words In all directions horizontally, verti¬ 
cally, diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each loi¬ 
ter of a word found In the puzzle, then strike it oft the list. 
Circling It will show e letter has bean used but will leave it 
visible should It eiao lorm part ol another word. Find Ihe big 
words llrst. When letters of ell listed words are circled, you'll 
have Ihe given number ol letters letl over. They'll spall out 
your MAQICWORD. 

CHARGE IT! (Sol.: 10 letters) 
A-Account, American Express, Amount, Autho¬ 
rization; B-Balance, Bank, Benefits, Bill; C- 
Charges, Classic, Code, Copy, Cost, Credit, 
Customer; D-Data, Discover, Due date; E-Ex- 
penses; F-Financial; G-Gold, Goods; I-Imerest, 
Issuer; L-Limil; M-Member; N-Number; P-Pay- 
ment. Plastic, Purchases; R-Rate, Receipt; S- 
Sign, Slip, Spend; T-Total; U-Unique; V-Valid, 
Visa 


This Week’s Answer: MASTERCARD 


S ES AHCRU 
S PCHARGE 
ECES KECN 
RFINANCI 
PVATDUN1 
XBRPSAED 
EEEI R AT C 
NNMLIALA 
AEOS S ATP 
CFTDSNSE 
I I SOU (JO Y 
RTUOEICP 
ESCGRSOO 
MCI S S AlC 

author!z 


P B E DR RT 
SI T RE E O 
ALABCVT 
AL DME OA 
QUEAI CL 
OC USP S E 
RED I T I C 
MOUNtDT 
R E B ME MS 
S NEPXEE 
NUMB'E R R 
A Y.MENTE 
LDT LA'VT 
T I MI L T N 
AT I ONRI 









































Algerian . 641271/2 

A rab Rcpubl ic of Yemen 642381 

Australian . 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 


iv f w 




.66414KI 

Belgian .e75fi»3 

Canadian. 666124 

Cllilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.642653 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French. 641273/4 

German..689351 

Gentian D.R.819351/2 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian .674916 

Indian. 637262 

Iraqi . 639331 

Italian . 638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan.666118 

Lebanese ..._................. 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate .637164 

Pakistani.622787 

People's Rep. of Chinn.666139 


uuiiural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Am Centre.665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Ammon Mun. Library..637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


PlfiAmns 

vjucinaa 


Concord.. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Opera. 675573 

Philadelphia..634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 81S41Q 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 


Sliakltsshir.. 668958 

Al-Jabal .606669 

Kada .665161/665153 

Al-Labadi.813554 

National.639197/8 


Amman 

Philadelphia.663100 

Marriott.. 660100 


rhilli|uncN. 

Polish. 

. 637153 

Ncbo. 

Petra. 

. 816792 

. 605501 

Jerusalem .. 

.665094 

. 641361 

Qatar. 


Rabbit Amman.... 

. 672424 

Ambassador. 


Romanian . 

Saudi Arabian. 

. 814154 

Al-Rimal. 

.639861 

.771707 

Commodore _ 

_665181 

667150 

South Korean. 


S at cl he. 

625767/621471 


.. 661121 

Spanish . 

.622140 

Star.. 


Tyche . 

.661114 

Sudanese... 

. 644251/2 


. 671931 


R4V7t7 

Swedish . 


Trust. 


San Rock. 

. 813801 


Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .6-11251 

United Arab Emirates. 6-14369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

Far East Com. off. (Taiwan). 

. 671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka.645312 


Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Degge.644642/644906 

Amin Jarror (Avis).670498 

Amman. 666327 

Arabian.641350 

Avis-Jarror.08/51000 

Budget .604230 

Do'os. 669970 

Dirani .660601 

Europcar ..—.6G135Q/80 

{General Services.674100 

Gulf.. 660902 


Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Aima . 815071 

Plaza .674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday ........2426 

Al-Manar. 4341 

Al-Cazar. 4131 

Coral Beach .3521 

Aquamarine ..4333 

Aqaba . .2056 


Emergencies 

Amman govemorate.91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid..630341 

Blood Barik..... 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue...... 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info..(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khaledi Matemithy.644281/6 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali...... 664164/6 

Ital ian-Al-Muhajreen. ....777101/3 
Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775lll/26 

Army, Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.....602240/S0 
Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television.77311/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints....... 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 






Arab Air Cargo.....674191/95 

Aeroflot.641510 

Air France.666055/667825 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

AUitalia... 625203 

American Airlines.669C,y»d 

Arab Wings.894-184 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines. 665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines. 639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines .630879 

K.L.M . 622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.B.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Philippine Airlines ...670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qanias.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian........ 678321 

Sabana Belgian Airlines, 675888 

Saudis.639333 

Scandinavian Airline^... 604649 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 662111 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)...».642943 

Swiss Air. 629831 

Syrian Air.622147 

TARCOM- Romanian...637380 

Thai Airways...... 604649 

Trans World Airline ..623430 

Turkish Airlines . 659102 

Ycmeonia Airways. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 


Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Algeria..213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.. 61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain.973 

Belgium.32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil. .55 

Riode Janeiro 21 
Brazilla 61 

Bulgaria. 359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.. 42 

Prague 2 

Denmark. . . .45 

Copenhagen (Inner) I 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.593 

Quito 2 

Egypt. 20 

Cairo 2 

Eire.-. 353 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland.-...358 

Helsinki 0 

France ,—... 33 



.42 


.—...358 


Paris 1 

Germany W(FRO). 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece. 3 q 

Ath&ns/Pirseus 1 

India.. 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8 . 

Indonesia. go 

Jakarta 21 
Italy 
Rome 6 

*83337. 964 

’fe. . 

Kenya. 254 

Nairobi 2 . 

£ UW “ L .. 

k £.j. . 

Libya. 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon... o*i 

Beiruti . y61 

Malaysia..■ gQ 

Kuala Lumpur 3 . . 

Mexico.• • <2 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco...,....I.....',;.. ' £l 2 ■ 

Fez 6 . 7 ~*‘ . , 

Rabat 7 

Neatherlands.. 3 V-' 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 1 10 

North Yemen.967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 

Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.[.234 

Lagos 1 ; 

Norway.™.... 47 

Oslo 2 

Oman...968 

Pakistan.92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
PeBhawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru...51 

Lima 14 

Philippines. 63 

Manila 2 

Poland. 48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 966 

Al-khobar3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2. • ; 

Mecca 2 • 

,, 

Madrid 3 , •' 


EVERS Wt I LOOK RJR 
A MOVING VAN MERE. 


7 — 


the Muslim comuiies, nli 
don of paintings by Ifoo 
Orientalist artists. Miami. 
Welbdeh. Hour* lOin-li 
Closed Tuesdtyi.Ttl.flOia 


1 M, 


St. Joseph Church: (Root' 
olic) Jabal Ammin,TeU!& 

Church of the Arnica! 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal'M 
Tel. 637440. j 

De la Salle Church) (Rocii 
olic) Jabal Hussein.TeLtff: 

Terrasaata Church: if: 
Catholic), Jabal WelbiJtc. 
Italian every Saturday U S. ; ? 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Amu- 
(Greek Orthodox) AKA 
623541. 

Church of the Redetmr j 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orlhodn 0 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775161. 

St. Ephriam Church: J 
Orthodox) AshrtfitU* 1 ' , 

Amman Inleroatiojiil 0J 
(Interdenominuioiwl //: 
Southern Bioihi *•’ 
Shmeisani. Tel. 827981 

Church of the Good Shg 
(Evangelical Lui^ u 

SummaqTeL81l29J. 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka. 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.— 

Khartoum 11 
Sweden.-■■■-. 

Stockholm o ^ 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan. 

T aip «2 v 

Thailand.... 

Bangkok 2 . -T 

Tunisia.. 

Tunis 1 

Turkey —t"— 

Ankara 4 

• Istanbul 1 . •• 1 

UAE.-riT: 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 - ] 

AJ Ain 3 
Dubai 4 ■ 

■ Fujairah 70 ;■ . 

gySSSi^?;-"- 

UK. 

London 1 . .. 

Washingtons^. 

U$SR; v .- ; ^{^ 

•.•;;rcamas ( ^fe ^ 



X WAS JUST ABOUT ID USE 
STUPENDOUS POWERS ID 
UBERATE SOME COOffiS 
BEING HEAD MOSTNSE ON 

tme top smelf of the 
PANTRY/ NOW IF V0UU. 
EXCISE ME, POTV CALLS / 



Jhc far 


By GARY LARSON 







tm 




hill won't 


knowrnyon* thM*,andtl>MrriMna I'B beIntottfuCKt 

r—Mnd yduknew I iMrriwthowie ■ftaftf/F 

..1-• .^STAR23 













































































































































































































































































